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! CHRONOLOGICAL RETROSPECT

PRINCIPAL EVENTS

~

Mahommedan History,
| &ec.

CHAP. X.

8 soon as it was consistent with prudence to divulge the import- A. H. 807,
ant secret, the Ameirs Shah Melek and Sheikh Ndr-ud-dein dis. A-D- 1406
. . . . ) Kholausset-yl.
patched, in every direction, to announce to the different branches of the  akhbaur.
imperialfamily,theawful andafllicting event which had just taken place;
while they omitted no precaution to secure the general.tranquillity of
the empire from disturbance. At the same time, they proceeded with
tristful solemnity to discharge the last sacred duties to the remains of
their departed sovereign; which were now conveyed,under the direction
of Khaujah Ydssuf, and Ally Koutchin, towards Samarkand. At that
metropolis,. having received instructions to proceed with the utmost
expedition, these persons accordingly arrived on the night of the twen-
| ty-second of Shabaun;* and it must be acknowledged that their pro-
gress on this occasion exhibited rather the celerity of a forced march,
than the solemnity of a funeral procession, since they accomplished a
journey of eighty-six farsangs, or about 300 miles in the short space of
five days; having left the vicinity of Otraur on the 18th of the month..
Shortly after. their arrival, they committed their sacred deposit, with.
the usual ceremonies, to its final repose, in the Gimbuz, vaulted struc-.
ture, or mausoleum, long since erected for its reception.
Immediately after the remains of thedeparted monarch had been con-
veyed on the road toSamarkand,Mirza IbrauhimSdltan,}and the Ameirs;
* 22d of February, A, D. 1406, ® The second son of Shah Rokh..
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A.H.807. and generals on the spot, hastened to put the trobps in motion, with the =
A. D. 1405, object of carrying into execution the design against the dominions of the '
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Kholausset-ul- Chinese Empire; and havingmarched,accordingly,tothedistanceof about

skhbaur.

one farsang to the eastward of Otraur,they’thereencamped. Butthe intel-
ligence of his grandfather’s death was no sooner communicated to Mirza
Stltan Hidsseyne, with the troops at Yassy and Sabraunghan he caused an
immediate and general dispersion of the ariny under his orders; and with
one thousand men only,each provided with a spare horse, made the best of
his way towards Samarkand, in order to seize that city, and secure the
throneforhimself. ‘This pieceofinformation necessarily producedachange
in the measuresof tbrauhimSaltan and the Ameirs who'commanded in-the
neighborhood of Otraur; and they resolved without delay to return towards
the metropolis, at the same time, forwarding a dispatch to apprize Mirza
Khaleil Stlitan,the son of Meiran Shah, of the ambitious projects of his
kinsman. Notless obnoxioos, however,tothe seductions of ambition than
his competitors,this prince had also been prevailed uponby the arguments
of Khodadaud-ul Hisseyny, and theotherAmeirs of his division,to aspire
to the sovereign dignity; and, with equal resolution to assert his claims,

- like them proceeded immediately towards Samarkand.

On theother hand,when the designs of Khaleil Stltan became known
to theAmeirs Shah Melek and Sheikh Nuir-ud-dein, they conveyed re-
peated messages toexplain to that prince and to the chiefs whosupported
his claims,'that, by the dying instructionsof their departed sovereign, the
throne of Samarkand had been allotted to Mirza Peir Mahommed the son
of Jahangueir; and that it behoved them to beware how they presumed to
setaside thatallotment-—without, however, producing the slightest effect.
The MirzasOlughBeg,and Ibrauhim Sdltan, neither of whom were at this
period-more than eleven years of age,together with the princes belonging
to the family of Teymur, and the Ameirs Shah Melek and Sheikh Nar-
ud.dein, at the same time,continued their march; but when they reached
the station of Karjek,or Karajek, it was on consultation agreed upon, that
Ameir Sheh Melek should proceed alone to Samarkand. On his arrival in
the neighborhood, that gallant chief, however, found the gates of the me-
tropolis closed-against him, by the governor Arghtin Shah; who had been
seduced, by the promises of Khaleil Siltan, to declare for the authority of
that prince, dgainst the claims of any other person whatever. Thus, after
exerting all'his influence, in vain, to prevail upon Arghin Shah to admit
him ‘within the gates of the city, Shah Melek had no other alternative

‘than toreturn to the princes Oligh Beg and lbrauhim, whom he found

encamped with the army, on the plains of Allyabad. Nevertheless, it was
détermined to meke still one effort to gain over the governor of Samar-
kand; and the veteran Sheikh Nir-ud-dein was now dispatched to try
whether his counsels might not yet have the effect of inducing him to re-
cede from his resolution. But Arghdn Shah proved equally inflexible
to the persuasions of friendship and to the arguments of reason ; and
Sheikh ‘Nir-ud-dein, like his precursor; was constrained to rejoin his
associates without success. L s

- - - - s
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- In the mean time, Rdstum Toghai Bouga presented himself, from the- a. f1. 807, *

army of Khaleil Stitan, to announce that the whole of the Ameirs of that A_D. 1405.

army, and their followers, had solemny renewed their pledge of allegiance Kh:l:;lll:el-!l‘ -
ue, -

to that prince; and that they were on their march immediately for Samar-
kand. On this intelligence, the princes of the imperial family were ad-

vised to throw themselves at all hazards, and without further delay, into -

that metropolis; while Sheikh Nir-ud-dein, and Shah Melek, with the
young Mirzas Ologh Beg and Ibrauhim Sultan, and mostof the cabinet
ministers, and officers of the household, of the late sovereign, drew off
towards Bokhara ; and reaching the city in the course of the succeeding

month of Ramzaun,*® there proceeded, with all diligence, to place the-

walls and towers,and other fortifications, in a competent state of defence.

It would appear, that when the army at Taushkent were known to have-

undertaken theelevation of Mirza Khalcil Sdltan, while his father was

yet living, to the imperial dignity, the other shahzidahs did not hesitate-

equally to consider that the provisions of Teymar’s will must cease to
bave effect; and that prince shortly afterwards actually took his departure,

from the territory on the Seyhin, in triumph for Samarkand, the principal -
inhabitants bastening to join him from all parts of the country. On the-

banks of the Kouhek river, Arghtin Shah proceeded to present him with

the keys of the city and castle of 3amarkand,which he entered a short time’
atterwards; placing the imperial diadem on his brows, on the sixteenth of
the month of Ramzaun, of the 807th of the hidjerah.t Disregarding the.

dictates of his grandfather’s will, altogether, he caused the young Mirza

Mahommed Jahaungueir, the son of the deceased Mahommed Siltan, and -
brother’sson to the declared successor, Mirza Peir Mahommed,to be seat- .

ed on the throne of Tcheghatai; the name of that young prince being exhi-
bited, according to custom, at the head of all letters patent, and decrees of
the government. The gates of the treasury were then thrown open,
and its cootents distributed, with a prodigality which acknowledged
neither bounds nor discrimination. Some days were, however, devoted
to propitiate the soul of the departed conqueror, by a liberal distribution-
of food to the distressed and indigeat; and the poetsand mea of genius,who
had ip any shape recorded the praises of the hero, were, at the same time,
most bountifully remunerated, for the exertion of their talents on a subject
soabundantly fertilein materials for panegyric. ;
. Itis not to be forgotten that, at the period under consideration, the city
of Samarkand surpassed all places in the world, in the number of men of.
science, genjus, and literature, as well as of the most skilful proficients in
" every branch of the arts,who resided within the ¢ircumference of its w‘alls;:
and with regard to all that constitutes wealth and splendor, to specie in.
gold and silver, jewels of every description, to the most beautiful articles
of manutacture in every form and fabric, to all kinds of arps offensive and.
defensive, and furniture for war in all its departments—to all that was ne-
cossary to the support and display of imperial grandeur, this renowned
' * March 1405. 't 16th of March; 140s.
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metropolis is said to have contained within its bosom, far more than the-
human mind is capable of framing an estimate. Yet, though all this su=-
perb inheritance had dropped, as it were, into the lap.of Khaleil Saltan,
almost without an exettion,and with the concurrenee of every individual:
in the place, whether eivil or military, could not that prince contrive to-
preserve his power within the territory of Samarkand—much less to ex-
tend it over the neighboring provinces—beyond the contracted period of
fourshort and fleeting years. But, he was the slave of an unhappy passion;
for Shaud Melek, a woman of depraved, intriguing, and arttul disposition;.
and to this infatuated predilection has been entirely ascribed, the early
subversion of his authority. He had, as we have already notieed, clan-:
destinely united himself to the object of his passion; some time previous
to the death of his illustrious grandsire,and continued his intercourse with
her under the perpetual terror of discovery. But the moment he attained
to the sovereign authority, on the death of Teymir, he instantly threw off-
all restraint, and consigned to the discretion of his mistress, the absolute
controul of every concern. of his government.. Misled by the insidious -
counsels of this woman, in the first place, he presumed to insult the me-~
mory of his imperial grandfather,by causing several of the princesses of his.
haram, to be forcibly married to men of ignoble birth, and inferior origin;,
but,what had a tendency infinitely more decisive in hastening the subver-
sion of his power, he was encouraged by her influence to yield to a dispo-:
sition already too prodigal of expence; and, in the course of a very short
time, to dissipate the inestimable produce of the mines of the earth, and
of the chambers of the ocean, accumulated in the imperial treasury of Sa-
markand, among: the basest profligates, and the very dregs of society.
Hence, the minds of the nobility and principal officers of his court, and of'
the generality of his subjects, became equally disgusted with the govern-
ment of the infatuated shahzAdah: the province of Mawur-un-neher soon.
became a prey to the most violent commotions; and the wretched Kha-
leil was compelled to seek an asylnm with his uncle Shah Rokh, under-
whose protection he finally quitted this world and.its calamities, in the.
territory of Rey, as will be briefly noticed hereafter.

We shall now be permitted to direct the attention of our readers to the
contemplation of,we trust,amore consoling picture; asystem of moderation
crowned with success, in the example of a just and prudent prince,promo-.
ting his own substantiai glory in the welfare of his people, and deservedly.
blessed with a prosperous and protracted reign of almost half a century.

When the death of Teymér was announced to Shah Rokh at Herét,

‘that prince, after discharging the tribute of mourning due from filial-

piety, and to the memory of the illustrious dead, proceeded; with the

concurrence of the nobles of his province, to seat himself on the throne’

of sovereign power. This event took place during the month of Ram-.

zaun, of the year eight hundred and seven;* and the authority of Shah-

Rokh was immediately acknowlef.li‘ged by. every chief throughout the:
© * March 1405. ’ '
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‘three -provinces of Khorassaun, Seiestaun, and Mazanderaun ; the
toinage and public prayers being pronounced and circulated in his
name, with unanimous approbation, through each of those important
provinces. Thas confirmed in his authority in that part of the empire
of his father, Shah Rokh, on wham the oriental writers henceforward
generally confer the title of Khégan-e-Sieid, the august Khigan,
leaving Ameir Mdzraub the son of Jaukou, or Tchaukou, together
with the Ameirs Hussun Souffy Terkhan and Alleikah Koukeltaush,
to take charge of Khorassaun during his absence, directed his course
towards the territory beyond the Oxus. At the station of Derrahzen-
gui, however, being met by Seyud Khaujah the son of Sheikh Ally
Bahauder, with advices from Samarkand announcing the accession of
Khaleil Sdltan, he determined, on consultation with his principal
officers, to send Ameir Jullaul-ud-dein Feyrouz, the son of Arghtn

A. H.807.
A. D.1405,

Kholausset-ul=
akhbaur.

Shah, back to Herdt, for the purpose of putting the walls and towers -

of that city in a state of defence; while Seyud Khaujah proceeded,
with a similar object in view, towards the ancient city of Touss, in
order to repair the fortifications of the eastle; and these prudent
precautions dispatched, Shah Rokh continued his warch for the Oxus.

Having encamped shortly afterwards near Lungur, the mausoleuam,
or perhaps anchoring place, of the sheikhzAdah. Bayezzid, he was
unexpectedly joined by his nephew Mirza Stitan Hésseyne; who bad
failed in his designs on Samarkand, and. who -now sought the protec-
tion of his uncle. On the banks of the Oxus, again, he was met by
Ameir Shab Melek from Bokhira, with intelligence that the princes
Oldgh Beg and Ibrauhim Stltan were safely lodged in that city: and
muchabout the same crisis, by the agentof Khaleil Séltan himself, with
many protestations of duty and allegiance from his master, declaring
that he had no gther object in taking poasession of Samarkand, than
to retaia the government as the lieutenant of his uncle. The sincerity
of these professions was so little doubted, that Shah Rokh returned
immediately towards Herbt ; dispatching Shah Melek to briag away
the young princes his sons from Bokblra. On his arrival at Endek.
houd, he was destined to receive abundaunt proof, that the instability
of character, and propensity. to change, of his kinsman Mirza Stltan
Hdisseyne, was by no means altered ; that prince now forsaking his
VOL, III. S=
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standard, and flying in quest of some fresh object of ambition. In the
mean time, the Ameirs at Bokhéra, obtaining intelligence that Kha-
leil Stitan was approaching at the head of a large force from Samar-
kand, and that he was already encamped on one of the intervening
rivers, at no very great distance from Bokhira, immediately quitted
that city in some dégree of consternation; and crossing the Amuiah,
or lower Oxus, with the two young princes in eharge, shortly after-
wards conducted them in safety to the eamp of their father.

In these circumstances, Shah Rokh conceived it advisatle to enter
into a megociation with Khaleil Siltan; and the discreet and loyal
Sheikh Nir-ud-dein was accordingly dispatched, to propose a formal
accommodation with that prince. This, after considerable difficulty,
was, however, at last accomplished, through the persevering diligence,.
and indefatigable zeal, of that able and warlike chief; it being finally
settled that Khaleil Stltan should convey a moiety of the treasures.
of his renowned grandsire, to his declared and acknowledged success-
or, Mirza Pejr Mahommed, and remain satisfied with the sovereign
power which he had:assumed over Transoxiana. Sueh, in substance,
appears to have been the mature of the stipulations to which Shah
Rokh, on his part, now readily aecceded; that monarch upon this con-
tinuing his march without further delay towards Heritt. In the mean
time, while he was thus proceeding oa his return, Ameir Sdliman

" Shah, who bad been invested by his departed master with the governe.

ment of Feyrouzkouh, and the adjoining territory of Ristumdaur,.
and who had reeently fled in dismay from his government, at the ap-
proach of the troops of Meiran Shah, embraced the present opportu-
nity of claiming the protection of Shah Rokh; by whom he was left
to recover from the fatigues of his flight at Endekhoud and Sheber:
ghaun—the shah reaching his capital of Herlt, on the twentieth of
Zilkaudah, of the eight hundred and seventh ‘6f the hidjerah.®
‘When he withdrew himself from the protettion of Shah Rokh,

Mirza Sdltan Hasseyne had, it seems, proceeded immediately across
the Jeyhtn, 10 joia the party ‘of Khaleil Saltan; who admitted him,
withaut.hiesitation, among the most confidential adherents of' ‘his go-
vernment, and further employed him, in conjunction mth several

. amhofua, 1405,
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other distinguished commanders, at the head ofa division of his troops,
higher up on the river just mentioned, in order to watch the motions
of Mirza Peir Mahommed ; the latter prince having, by this time,
quitted Kabil, and established his authority at Balkh. In this situ-
ation, yielding again to the suggestions of an ungovernable ambition,
over which the ties of gratitude and the sense of obligation appear to
have but little influence, Mirza Siltan Hisseyne did not scruple to
put to death the: Ameirs Temdr Khaujah the son of Auk Bouga, and
Kbaujah Ydssuf, two of the most distinguished officers associated in
his command, and, after bringing the other Ameirs to concur in his
views, to direct his march immediately for. Samarkand. On the Sth
of Mohurrem of the year eight hundred and eight,* he was, however,
met by Khaleil Siltan at the head of his army, in the neighborhood
of Kesh; where, in the battle which ensued, he was easily and inglo-
riously defeated, in copsequence of the treachery, or defection, against
which he should bave been prepared, of some of the chiefs who had
embraced hisparty, He now fled tothe territory of Endekhoud and She-
berghaun, where he experienced a friendly reception from Ameir Si-
liman Shab; but being unexpectedly attacked, some time afterwards,
by Mirza Peir Mahommed from Balkh, he was compelled, together
with his friend, to fly to Herht,and once more to claim the protection
of Shah Rokh. This terminated the career of Mirza Stitan Hasseyne,
who was shortly afterwards put to death by order of his kinsman ;
AwmeirStliman Shah having been previously sent off to Touss, through
some coasiderations of state policy. But, whatever these considera-
tious might have been, Ameir Stliman was no soaner apprized of the
death of Mirza Sditan Hasseyne, than openly proceeding to hostilities,
he threw himself into the strong fortress of Kulaut; where he prepared
to defend himself against the authority of his protector. Shah Rokh,
however, hastened without delay to defeat the designs of the revolter;
who no sooner discovered that the offended monarch was encamped
-in his neighborhood, than abandoning his impregnable position, he
fled with all his'might towards Samarkand. SHab Rokh then returg-
ed in triumph to Herdt; from whence the young Mirza Olagh Beg,
accompanied by the experienced Shah Melek, was now dispatched

. . ® 5th July 1408.
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to take charge of the government of Endekhoud and Sheberghaun, his-
royal parent proceeding shortly afterwards himself to pass the spring
season at the summer quarters of Baudgheiss. .

During the period in which Oligh Beg and" his preceptor Shah
Melek were tlius employed in conducting the government of Endek-
houd, an agent was dispatched by Mirza Peir Mahommed; to request
that Shah Melek might be permitted-to repair to Balkh ; in order to
hold a conference with him, on a subject of material importance to the
interests of the parties concerned. In compliance with this request,
Shah Melek proceeded immediately to that ancient capital ;- where an
arrangement was concerted, without much difficulty, for an attack.
upon the dominions of Khaleil Stltan: and the young Mirza having
been easily led to concur in the design, the whole force of the two
governments, in this' quarter, proceeded shortly afterwards across the -
Oxus. Khaleil Stltan, on his side, was net on this occasion deficient .
in promptitude to oppose the invaders, whom, in an action which took

place not far.from the station of Nessef, he entirely defeated; Mirza

Ologh Beg, and his preceptor, being compelled to recross the Oxus.
with disgrace, and Peir Mahommed in no very agreeable plight-to
return to Balkh, As soor as intelligence of this unlooked for dis-
comfiture was conveyed to Shah Rokh, he hastened at the head of his .
troops towards the Oxus, in order to repair the disgrace; and being
met on his march by Oldgh Beg and his associate, received from them
a circumstantial report of tlre unfortunate issue of their expedition.

‘Not long afterwards, an envoy from Khaleil Stltan also presented
"himself, and stated in behalf of his master, that since Mirza Peir Ma-

“hommed had crossed the Oxus, and carried hostilities into the terri-

tory subject to his authority, he conceived that he had no other alter-
native than to employ the means in his power to repel the aggression.

“For the residue; that he was still disposed to abide by the stipulations

of the treaty recently concluded with Shah Rokh. To these apolo-
gies and explanations. the Shah found-it most convenient to lend an

"indulgent ear, and from the statlon of A ylaur, returned again toward; :
~ Herht,

In the mean time, oﬁ'ended by the imperious and hdughty demean.
our of some of the Ameirs of the court -of Shah Rokh, the veteran Shah.
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Melek suddenly withdrew to Balkh; and soon afterwards, without A.H. 808,
the slightest apparent cause, Seyud Khaujah the son of Sheikh Ally %?E-:ﬁ%— AL
Babauder, who had received the dignity of Ameir-ul-oomra, at the akhbaor.
hour of evening prayer, on the 1st day of Zilhudje of the eight hundred
and eighth of the hidjerah,* abruptly quitted his residence in the
neighborhood of Her&t, and proceeded in the direction of Jaum, ac-
companied by several misguided persons, whom he had. prevailed
upon to concur in his selfish views of independent ambition. Being,
however, the very same night closely pursued by Shah Rokh in per-
son, the insurgents were overtaken in the forenoon of the following
day; and becoming terrified by the immediate presence of the mon-
arch, threw themselves without hesitation upon his mercy. After
condescending- to pardon this offence against his authority, Shah
Rokh returned towards Herht, accompanied by Seyud Khaujah and
his followers; but on reaching the Pdll-e-salaur, a bridge, or aqueduct
in the neighberhood, the Shah, conceiving that he might now venture
to proceed into the city leaving the malcontents without, Seyud
Khaujah availed himself, without compunction, ef the opportunity
thus offered to evince the unabated hostility of his designs; and im~
mediately withdrawing towards Touss, proceeded from thence shortly
‘afterwards to Ktlaut, of which important fortress he appears, by some.
means or-other, to have obtained possession:

On the twenty third of Zilhudje,}- Shah Rokh proceeded from:
Herit, in quest of his.rebellious: vassal ;- whom, on his arrival at
Mish-hed, he found to have abandoned Ktlaut, retiring from thence
towards Asterabad. Thither also Shah Rokh now bent his course
in pursuit of him. At Ghuzzelniauje of Jennoushaun, or, more pro-
bably perhaps, Khaboushaun, he was joined rather-unexpectedly by
Ameir Shah Melek from Balkh, whom, notwithstanding his recent dis=
contents, he received with distinguished kindness. Prosecuting his
march to Semelgaun, Shah Rokh here halted for some days; and at-
this place he was joined by his nephew Omar, the son of Meiran.
Shal,, who also experienced from him the most generous and hospit-.
able reception.

In.aorder. to account for the appearance of shahzidah Omar, whe,

*.19th May 1406, + 10th of June. .
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was the second son of Meiran Shah, on this occasion, the narrative
must again revert to the period of the death of Teymdir; in conse-
quence of which event, this prince also conceived it not beyond - his
pretensions to aspire to the sovereign dignity, in opposition to the
'superior claims of his father, and elder brother Aba Bukker, both then
residing at Baghdad: although he might have urged the most plausible
grounds for his pretensions, in the recent nomination by his departed
\grandsire, particularly, to the government of Azerbdijaun. But, how-
ever he might have been impelled, the coinage was immediately
struck, the public prayers were pronounced, and all the other func-
tions of royalty conducted in his name, thronghout the whole of that
interesting and powerful province. At this conjuncture also, for it
would seem that the unquiet and turbulent spirits, hitherto kept in
subjection by the master mind of Teymr, were in all quarters turned
loose upon the world immediately on the demise of that great con.
queror, Ameir Jahaun Shah the son of Tchaukou, led astray by the
counsels of ambition, boldly opposed the authority of Mirza Omar,
in behalf of himself; and having put many of the principal officers of
his court to death, proceeded on the morning of the twenty second
of Ramzaun, of the year eight hundred and seven,® to attack the head
quarters of the shahzidah himself. Mirza Omar standing, however,
resolutely on his defence, and opposing his household born slaves and
domestics to the exertions of the assailants, until gradually supported
by the rest of his troops, at last succeeded in repelling this unlooked
for violence, Ameir Jahaun Shah saving himself for the moment by
a precipitate retreat; but being closely pursued by Omar Téiban, on
the part of the shahzddah, the unfortunate Ameir was overtaken in
the course of the same day, and immediately put to death, although,
us it is alleged, without the concurrenc: of the Shahzidah.

Much about the same time, Mirza Aba Bukker, conceiving a de-
sire to pass the summer at Hamadaun, had dispatched an agent from
Baghdid, to request the permission of Mirza Omar for that purpose.
The latter sent to inform him in reply, that it was his anxious wish
that his kind brother would without further delay or ceremony repair
%0 visit him; in order that they mightin conjunction adopt such mea-

*® 220d March 1408,
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sures as were best calculated to promote and secure the general wel- A.H.868.
fare of the country. Deceived by these professions, Aba Bukker %ﬁ%—:’ ule
attended by about two hundred horse, imprudently proceeded to the = qkhbaure
court of his brother ; by whom hewas immediately seized, and his per-
son confined to the castle of Kehlfah, one of the strongest places in Itk
Ajem. The imprisonment of his eldest son was no sooner made
known to Meiran Shah, than, in order to favor his escape, he resolved
on marching towards the frontiers of Khorassaun. In the mean time,
not tong after the perfidious seizure of his brother, Mirza Omar had
engaged in hostilities with Ameir Sheikh Ibrauhim, princz of Shir-
vaun, and was now encamped on the banks of the Kdrr; the Shirvan-
1an having taken postat the head of his troops on the opposite side of
the same river. After a few day’s confinement, duaring which, ac-
cording to-the author of the Rouzut-us-suffi, he defeated an attempt
to destroy him, by putting to death the two assassins employed for
that purpose by his brother, Mirza Aba Bukker, however, contrived
to gain over his guards, together with the governor of the castle ; and
having thus effected his deliverance proceeded without delay to join
his father, at this period arrived at Kalpoush in the territory of Mas
zanderaun. The father and son then returned together, and shortly
afterwards made themselves masters of the citadel of Sdltauniah,
together with the family, and much of the property, of Mirza Omar
and his followers.

As soon as the capture of Siltauniah became known in the camp of
Mirza Omar, the greater part of the troops of that prince, whose for-
tune was already in the wane, immediately forsook him, and went
over to Meiran Shah ; leaving their former master to conclude a hasty
accommodation with the prince of Shirvaun. Aba Bukker now
caused his father to be publicly seated on the throne of Azerbdijaun
and Irdk; although, in the sequel, he assumed to himself all the func-
tions of the royal authority, including the honors even of the Khotbah
and Sikksh, which might without any great inconvenience have been
dispensed with, in favor of a very indulgent parent. ° After this Aba
Bukker proceeded agaiust Tebreiz, which was abandoned at his
spproach by Shahzidah Omar, who now sought an asylum with
his kinsmen the sons of Omar Sheikh ; but hostilities ensuing shortly
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afterwards between the brothers, he took the final resolution of with=
drawing into Khorassaun : and it was in pursuance of this resolution
‘that he joined Shah Rokh at the summer-station of Semelgaun, in
the manner just related.

Not long after ‘be had ‘thus given his protection to Mirza Omar,
Shah Rokh resumed his march towards Asterabad. At the -station
of Seiahbelaei,* or the black mischief, not far from that place, -he
found himself opposed by a very numerous and formidable army,
under the malcontent Seyud Khaujah, aided by Peir Padshah, who
had been for years maintained in the government of Mazanderaun,
by the friendship of Teymar. A severe action immediately ensued,
in which, however, Shah Rokh was finally victorious ; Peir Padshah
flying into Khaurezm, and Seyud Khayjah in the utmost distress
towards the territory of Shirauz. In censequence of this victory the
whole of Mazanderaun, together with the districts of Saury and Ha-
zaurjereib, submitted to the authority.of Shah Rokh, without further
exertion. The government of the province was then conferred upon
Mirza QOmar, the son of Meiran Shah; after which Shah Rokh return-
ed towards Herit, where he arrived on the 4th of the former Jum-
maudy, of the eight hundred and niath of the hidjerah.{

During the month of Ramzaun of the same year, and on the 4th
day of that mouth,} according to the statement of the Rouzut-us-
suffa, Mirza Peir Mahommed, the son of Jahangueir, was basely as-
sassinated by Peir Ally Tauz, a man whom he had raised from ob-
scurity to the highest dignities under his government. An account
of this nefarious transaction was brought to Herat by Mirza Seyud
Ahmed Meirek, one -of the sons of Omar Sheik, who resided at this
period at Sheberghaun ; and Shah Rokh, after exhibiting the most
unaffected marks of regret and indignation, delayed not to dispatch
a sufficient force under the Ameirs Mazraub, Hussun Souffy Terkhan
and Noushirvaan, towards Balkh, to avenge the death of his murder-
ed kinsman. But, at the moment he was ahout to follow in person
to prosecute this object of his just vengeance, he received unexpect-
ed intelligence that Mirza Omar, the man whom he had so recently

® According to the Rouzut-us-suff, it is Sepahbelaud, but it is not material which,
1 16th of October 1406. 2 11th of Febmary 1407.
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and  generously established in the government of Mazanderaun, had A. H. sog:
passed the Gargan river, and was advancing with rapid strides to A: D-1407

invade the province of Khorassaun. His attention was therefore, in
the first instance, neeessarily required to repel this unprovoked and
ungrateful aggression, and he aceordingly hastened to meet the inva-
der; whom, on the 9th day of the month of Zilkaudah,* he attacked.
and finaly defeated, in the neighborhood of the town of Yezduiah..
Mirza Omar, although his troeps were in other respects totally disper-
sed, however, with a few followers, effected his escape from the field
of battle; but not many days afterwards, on the banks of the Mar-
ghaub, he was intercepted, and taken, after receiving » wouund in the
head, by some of the retainers of Ameir Mdzraub; by whom he was
conveyed in bonds immediately to the army. of Shah Rokb, then on his
return towards Herdt. Regarding the fate of his misguided kinsman
with compassion, Shah. Rokh sent-him .on before towards the capital;
but on reaching the Tenghouz-rebaut,a caravanserai in the neighbore-
hood, the unfortunate prince expired of his wound; and his remains:
were committed to the grave close by the mausoleum of Imaum Fakh-
er-ud-dein Rauzy, on the twentieth of the same month of Zilkau-
dah.t Shah Rokh re-entered his capital, on.this occasion, in the
beginning of Zilhudje.}

Towards the middle of the same month, Shah Rokh repaired to the
summer quarters of Baudgheiss; but, on the nineteenth of Mohurrem
of the eight hundred and tenth of the hidjerah,§ resuming his designs.
against the traitor Peir Ally Tauz, he once more put his troops in
motion for Balkh. At the station of. Khaujah-doukah, intelligence
reached him that Peir Ally had taken to flight; in. consequence of -
which he detached Ameir Seyud Meirek, immediately, in pursuit of °
the assassin, and advanced without further delay to Balkh. Oa
reaching that ancient capital, the first object of Shah Rokh was to .
put the adjoining fortress of Hindwaun in a state of repair; after.which, .
appointing the Ameirs: Mtaraub and Towukkel Berlas,afresh, to pro--
secute the operations on foot against Peir Ally.Tauz, and his party,,
and placing the government in the hands of Mirza Keydou, the eldest g

® 15th of April, 1407, + 28th of April, § Beginning of May. . |
§ 26th of June,
¥YOL. 111;. 3.8:
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son of the departed Peir Mahommed, he again returned into Kho-

Kiiolaussetai. T289aun, and reached his capital on the 11th of the latter Rebbeia.®

akbba“l'.

In the mean time, the chiefs employed to crush the designs of Peir
-Ally Tauz, shortly afterwards, came up with and defeated the party of
‘the traitor; afterwhich they appear to have returned to Balkh. ‘Having
‘re-assembled his scattered force, the rebel now ventured at its head
‘to direct his course towards the same city; but conceived it prudent
to retire again, immediately on the approach of Mirza Keydou with
the troops of his government. 1In these circumstances, enteringinto
a consultation together, the followers of Peir Ally came to a resolu-
tion that so long as they submitted to be governed by this ungrateful
traitor, and to support him in his rash designs against the several
branches of the imperial family, they had nothing to look for but an
endless succession of fatiguing marches, distress, and hardship ; and
‘they proceeded without further ceremonys, to strike off his head, which
'they immediately transmitted to the court of Shah Rokh—thus at
once relieving a’'considerable portion of mankind from the grievous
‘train of oppressions, to which they had for some time been exposed.

Previous to theconclusion of the year, the presence of Shah Rokh
‘'was again required in Mazanderaun, in order to oppose the designs of
Peir Padshah; who hadinvaded that country withabody of troops,whom

he had raised in Khaurezm for the purpose of reinstating himself in
his government. Proceeding by the route of Beshertou, or Mesher-
tou, Jaum, Mish-hed, Raudegaun, Jourjan, and Khoujah Kamber,
‘Shab Rokh received intelligence at the latter place, that Peir Pad-
shah, on the mere teport of his approach, had raised the siege of As-
‘terabad, and retired with precipitation towards Rdstumdaur. In
‘consequence of this, the Shah encamped shortly afterwards in the
neighborhood of Asterabad, and appears to have restored his authority
‘throughout the province without further difficulty. The government
‘of Mazanderaun was now conferred upon Oltgh Beg, in addition to
‘certain districts in Khorassaun already under his management; and
these arrangements dispatched, Shah Rokh proceeded on his return
to Herlt, where he arrived on the ninth of Zilkaudah, of the year
eight hundred and ten.¢ ' '

® 14th of September. + 5th of April 1408.
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The shah was, however, now assailed in his authority, by a formid-

able combination among his own nobles; at the head of which appeared
the Ameir Jahaun Melek, the associate of his earliest years, and

whom, on the defection of Seyud Khaujah, he had advanced to the

highest dignities of his government. To him were joined Ameir
Hussun Jandaur, and his son Ydssuf Khaleil, together with Saadet
the son of Teymir Taush, and many more of the same class; one of
their alleged grievances being a moderate contribution levied upon
their stipends, for the service of the state, by Gheyauth-ud-dein Sa-
laur the Semnaunian, who held the office of minister of finance.
Happily, this rebellion was soon suppressed, and its authors brought
to the punishment they deserved ; but not before they had been defeat-
ed in a conflict near Herat, in which Ameir Mfzraub, one of Shah
Rokh’s principal generals, was severely wounded.

It will be in the recollection of the reader, that when Teymér had
succeeded in extending his conquests over the Asiatic part of the
dominions of the house of Othman, Stltan Ahmed of Baghdid, and
Kara Yossuf the Tdrkomaun, both fled for protection to the coust of
Melek Faredje Stltan of Egypt; and that, at a subsequent period,
the latter wrote to the conqueror to intimate that the fugitives were
at his disposal. To this, as hath been already stated, Teymtr replied,
that if the Egyptian was sincere in his professions of amity, he would
immediately dispatch Stltan Ahmed in irons to his presence; but

with regard to the T@rkomaun, from some change of circumstances.

unexplained, that he might set him at large whenever he thought it
convenient. On this, the two royal fugitives were both imprisoned

in two separate towers of the castle of Cairo; in whicl having,

nevertheles, contrived to open a correspondence together, after deplo-
ring their former animosities, to which alone they ascribed the cruel
reverses to which they had been exposed, they entered into mutual
engagements, provided it was their good fortune to escape the preseat.

danger, to maintain ever afterwards an intercourse of the strictest

friendship ; and it was, at ‘the same time, expressly stipulated that
Baghdad, with all its dependencies, should belong to Siltan Ahmed,
and Tebreiz to the Thrkomaun. The death of Teymir was, however,
1o sooner announced in Egypt, than the behavior of Melek &aredje,,
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towards the illustrious exiles became totally changed, and he proceed-
ed to treat them with the most liberal proofs of kindness and hospi-
tality. In this, it is further alleged, that he was not withouta more
selfish motive, expecting to derive from their counsels considerable
-assistance in suppressing the spirit of disaffection, and discontent,
which had about this time made its appearance among the subjects
of his government. . Nevertheless, observing that the Tdrkomauns
‘hastened, in great numbers, to join the standard of their chief, as soon
as he appeared at large, Melek Faredje became shortly afterwards
alarmed, lest Kara Ydssuf might ultimately be impelled to conspire

~ against the authority of his benefactor. This jealousy was soon dis-

covered by the wary Tirkomaun, and he ene day suddenly quitted
the territory of the Nile, without giving his protector any intelligence
of his design; and having succeeded in cutting his way, at the head

-of his countrymen, through the Syrian frontier, and making good his

retreat through the province of Irak Arab, he finally took possession
without difficulty of the whole province of Diaurbekir.

Finding that the violent departure of his associate had exposed
him to similar suspiciens on the part of the Egyptiaa, Sdltan Abmed,
not long afterwards, also contrived, in the disguise of a dervaish, to
effect his escape from Cairo; and, after experiencing considerable
hardship, finally reached Hellah on the Euphrates in perfect safety.

“At that place, he was soon joined by a sufficient number of the

turbulent and licentious inhabitants of the neighboring districts; which
produced so great an alarm in the metropolis of Baghdd, that Doulut
Khoujah Aynauk, who at this period held the government under the
authority of Mirza Omar the son of Meiran Shah, immediately aban-
doned the place in consternation, and withdrew into Azerbaijaun.
Seven days afterwards, Sdltan Abmed entered the city with a few

‘followers, and once more re-established bis authority over Arabian

IrAk. From thence, towards the close of the eight hundred and eighth

* of the hidjerah,* while Mirza Aba Bukker the .son of Meiran Shah,

after the expulsion of his brother, was employed in besicging Isfahaun,

and Sheikh lbraubim of Shirvaun had taken possession of Tebreiz,

Soltan Ahmed proceeded immediately into Azerbaijaun; and in the
' ' * Spring of 1406, '
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latter part of Mohurrem of the following year,® be entered the metro-
polis of Tebreiz without resistance, the prince of Shirvaun having
abandoned the place on his approach. Devoting himself, however,
as is here alleged, to indulgences, and debaucheries, utterly incon-
sistent with his age and dignity; and Mirza Aba Bukker, after the
reduction of Isfahaun, returning with rapid steps to repossess himself
- of the capital of his government, the Siltan gave way to an impression
of terror, and again withdrew with precipitation towards Baghdid.
Mirza Aba Bukker appears to have re-entered Tebreiz, on this occa-
sion, on the eighth of the former Rebbeia, of the year just mentioned;t
and finding that the city had been nearly depopulated, through the
ruinous violence of contending chiefs, he prudently determined, by the
“revival of a system of moderation and justice, to encourage the return
of the dispersed and persecuted inhabitants.

Atasubsequent period, when these flattering prospects of the re-es-
tablishment of a just and prudent government, had in some measure
replacedthecapital in a state of prosperity, the province of Azerbiijaun
was afresh invaded by the warlike and enterprising Kara Ydssuf; of
whose proceedings on the occasion, we cannot, in this place, omit to
avail ourselves of the detail furnished in the more ample relation of the
Rouzat.us-suffd. , '

When, towards the conclusion of the eight hundred and tenth of the
hidjerah,$ Mirza Aba Bukker had been defeated, in several sangui-
nary conflicts on the banks of the river Araxes, by the warlike Tdrk-
omaun, the vanquished prince finally fled to Stltauniah, which
remained in possession of the agents of his authority ; and here, by
collecting together the troops from Hamadaun, Derglzein, Kazvein,
and other neighboring districts, he, in a short time, succeeded in
recruiting his army to a state, in point of number and equipment, as
powerful and effective as ever. Finding, moreover, that Norouz and
Abdurraihman, two chiefs of the Jauny Garbauny tribe, with five

. thousand followess, who had withdrawn through some discontent or
other from the service of his brother Khaleil Sdltan, in Transoxiana,

. ® July 1408. + 22nd of August 1406.
1 Spring of 1408. From what follows we are disposed to think that this date is erroms
eous, and that it should have been twelye months earlier.
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were about this crisis arrived in the territory of Irdk Ajem, Aba.
Bukker immediately opened a negociation with these chiefs; and
ultimately engaged them, as soon as the season. for action should
return, to join him in the design of repelling the Tdrkomauns from
their usurpations in ‘Azerbdijaun. . Early the.ensuing spring, accor-
dingly, Aba Bukker, accompanied by his father Meiran Shah, at the
head of a numerous and formidable army proeeeded towards Tebreiz;
and soon afterwards encamped at Meraughah.

Kira Yassuf, on the other band, as soon as he became appnzed of
the march of the Tcheghatayan princes, hastened to assemble in his

‘presence the nobles of Azerbiijaun, who attached themselves to his.

authority ; and declared to them, with affected humility, that a Tér-.
komaun by habit and inclination, he was perfectly satisfied with.
Allataug, or Allahtauk, for his summer, and the rich vallies of Di-
aurbekir,. for his winter quarters, without aspiring to the pomp of
sovereign power which was entirely foreign to his pursuits. Then,.
to sound their intentions with respeet to Aba Bukker, he proceeded
to observe, that as the gfandson of Teymr, 1t was but reasonable to.
conclude that the ties of gratitude, and the recollection of past bene-

fits, received from him and from his family, should yet retain a pow-

erful influence over their minds in his favor. If therefore, they found
themselves in any way disposed to concur in the designs of that-
young prince, it could not in any shape excite surprise, neither should.
he conceive the slightest offence at such a circumstance. They were,.
it was sufficiently. obvious, all connected either by the ties of friend-.
ship, or consanguinity; and he had no hesitatien in recommending-
that they should,immediately proceed to join the prince. For. his.
own part, that he was perfectly reconciled, and should return without.
the slightest repugnance to that condition, from which he bad been
originally withdrawn more by a concurrence of events.thaa by any.
inclination of his own. v v

With united voice, the Ameirs of Irik, and Azerbiijaun, loudly
remonsirated against this mode of reasoning; protesting that while
they.bhad life nothing should induce them to separate from the Tiir-
komaun chief. And, as the last proof of their sincerity, they now
offered to combat in the very foremost ranks in support of his autho-
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rity. With respect to what had been alleged regarding the claims A. H. a1,
which Mirza Aba Bukker and his brother possessed upon their gra- A:D- 1408
titude, they acknowledged that he had most truly spoken ; but that Ro::;:,,us.
this same Mirza Aba Bukker had expelled his own brother Omar from

the government in which, with every circumstance that ought to

have given it permanence, he had been established by the choice of

his august grandsire. That he had, moreover, cancelled every obli-

gation on their part, by cutting off the prime nobility of the country,

and by bestowing the most illustrious and honorable of their women,

on the very dregs of the people. From him, therefore, they had

nothing to expect but the very worst species of violence and injus-

tice. Neither could they omit to state, that the men whom he had
selected for the highest and most important offices of his govern-

ment, were such as they had never been accustomed to hold in the
smallest esteem; being equally unskilled in the art of war, and in the

most ordinary maxims of domestic policy. And, in conformity with

the opinions thus freely -expressed, the nobles of Irik, including

Ameir Bostaum, and his brothers Maussoum and Munsér, together

with Jullaul-ud-dein and his brother Yadgaur Shah, Jauleik, Allei-

kah, and Peir Ally the head of the tribe of Seldiz, and many others

* assembled on this occasion, now proceeded toratify their engagement,

of strict and inviolable union with the Tdrkomaun chief, under the

most solemn oaths; and Kéra Ydssuf, rejoiced to the last degree at

these assurances, no longer delayed his preparations for battle ; and
encamping shortly afterwards at the station of Shumb-e.Ghazan, he

was there successively joined by numerous bodles of armed men

from all quarters.

On the twenty.sixth of lekaudah then, of the eight hundred and
tenth of the hidjerah,*® the hostile squadrons having approached to
a convenient distance for battle, Kara Ydssuf on his part, from a
belief that Aba Bukker with the best of his troops, would attempt to
force the centre of his army, declined his proper station ; and took
post with another division, prepared to convey support, should the
designs of the Mirza prove to be such as had been foreseen. The
views of Aba Bukker were, however, not directed towards the centre,

. * 220d of April 1408.
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bat-upon the right wing of his adversary, under the command of
Leizek, the Jullaul-ud-dein abovementioned probably, and his bro
ther Yadgaur Shah ;-whom, at the head of a chosen body of cavalry,
be accordingly. attacked with his usual gallantry and impetuosity.
The attack. was.sustained at first with equal courage and firmness;
and with considerable mutual slaughter; until, compelled at last to.
give way, Teizek fled in confusion from the field of. battle,.eagerly.
pursued by Aba Bukker; and, being soon overtaken, his head was:
immediately struck off, and presented to that prince, by bis soldiers,
attached to the point of a lance. But while Aba Bukker was thus.
incautiously engaged in a distant pursuit, Bostaum andthe other
Ameirs, who commanded in the left wing of Kira Yissuf’s troops,
availed themselves. of his absence. to attack the opposite wing of their
adversaries; which, either. through. the cowardice or misconduct of
the officers in command, instantly gave way ;- and the troops of the
Jauny Gorbauny.tribe, perceiving these proofs of weakness or treason,
which seemed to.prevail through the army, embraced the first con-
venient apening to withdraw from the field.

Thus abridged of both its wings, the centre of Aba Bukker’s troops .
was exposed, without support, to the attack of a formidable body of -
Térkomauns, who immediately advanced to assail it. Baba Hadjy
made, however for some time, a brave resistance, at the head of the
vanguard; but finding himself hard pressed by superior numbers, and -
no movement from the main body. to sustain him, he was at last.
compelled, thaugh reluctantly, te retire upon the centre. In the mean,
time, the Ameirs of Irdk in the cause of Kara Yassuf, having dis-.
persed every thing in their front, now appeared in.the. rear of Aba
Bukker’s centre, where Meiran Shab' commanded in person. The.
whole was immediately thrown into irretrievable confusion, and the -

. troops dispersed in the utmost disorder and consternation. In these-

appalling circumstances, a slave belonging to Ameir Moussa, an.
officer in the service of the Ttrkomaun chiefy singled out the persoa .
of Meiran Shéh;;and.having severely wounded, and dismounted him
from his horse, proceeded to strip him of his. robes and armoun .
After which, conceiving that the wound he had inflicted must in_aH-
likelihood prove mortal, he, without further consideration than that.
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‘of putting a period to his sufferings, sfruck off the head of that un, A. H.ss0,
fortunate prince, and left the body, thus naked on the field, still ignor- A D. 1408,
ant of the rank and importance of his illustrious victim. The women o,u:&";.m
belonging to the baram of Mirza Aba Bukker fell into the hands. of
the Térkomaun troops, and being conducted to the presence of Krg
Y tiesuf, they were by him treated with the most scrupulous deco-
rum, and immediately lodged among the ladies of his own family.
The slave who presented the head of the slaughtered Meiran Shah,
to the Tdrkoman chief, was instantly put to death by his orders ; and
the head and body both decently buried, with the usual ceremonies,
st Sdrkhaub. The bones of this unfortunate prince were, however,
at a subsequent period taken up, by a person of the name of Shums
Ghoury, and conveyed to the territory beyond the Oxus; where they
were deposited in the Mausoleum of the family at Kesh.

About three houss after the defeat and dispersion of the right wing
and centre of bisarmy, Mirza Aba Bukker, with about three hundred
of his followers, returned from his improvident _pursuit of Teizek to
the field of battle, and perceiving pot a living vestige of those whom
he had so recently left in all the pomp and pride of martial array, neces-
sarily directed his course in quest of them; the Tidrkomaun, with
singular forbearance, giving orders that not a map should stir in pur-,
suit of him. In truth, the conquerors had passessed themselves of a
prodigious hooty, among the articles of which we find particularized,
one thousand skias of sables, which they ignorantly sold at a price in-
finitely below the value. All the prisoners who fell into the. ‘hands of
the Tirkomauns were, at the same time, set at Jarge, with sufficient
means for their support; and Kara Y dssuf himself, while he nobly ab-
stained from apprqpmitmg any thing to his own use, gave to every
one of his followers the hope of further bounty. The materials of
royalty 'having, however, thus accumulated in the hands of.the Tark-
.amauns, to a magaitude beyond all ordinary calculation, their chief
resolved at last, with the.power, to assyme the name and dignity of a
gtreat kiog ; and with these designs, Kira Yassuf and his victorious
squadrons directed their,march for the summer qparters of Allabtauk:
Ameir Bostaum, in conseguepee of bis distinguished exertions i the
YO0 L. s3x. L ST
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late battle, being advanced to the most: exglted honors under the au~.
thiority of his. patron.,

On his arrival at Allalitauk, the warllke Trkomaun proceeded to
deliberate further with his followers, on the expediency. of-assuming
the honors of the mosque and: mint, [Khotbah and"sikkah,] being
himself disposed to raise his son, Peir Bedauk, to the throne; from.
which, it is alleged, that he was only prevented.by an unwillingness.
to give offénce both at home and abroad: This. mode. of reasoning.
does not, however, come exactly home to our comprehension; since
we should rather conclude, that the assumption of the royal-authority
in the person of his son, was less calculated to excite jealousy, than,
immediately in himself. In the mean time, he dispatched, to the dif-
ferent neighboring powers, messengers conveying, together with intels.
ligence of his.victory, some of the most beautiful articles from among:
the valuable booty taken in the camp of Aba Bukker. To Siltan.
Ahmed at Baghdid, he thought fit, however, on this occasion, tosend
a person.ih his most intimate confidence, accompanied by a separate .
messenger from his son, each charged with letters and: suitable pre-
sents for that monarch. The agents of both father and- son, were-
received with distinguished honors on theit arrival at Baghdld; and:
after a reasonable interval, dismissed, loaded with favors, and ‘bearing.
an adequate return of presents, for their respective lords; the messen-.
gerof Peir Bedauk being charged; in particular, with a royalumbrella,
and other emblems of. sovereign power, together with a letter. con-.

_ceived in terms of peculfar kindness and affection ; the Stltan address-

ing him afresh by the endearing appellation of ¢ Son,” having long:
since adopted bim in that relation, at-the period when he entered into.
his engagements with the Tdrkomaun, during their imprisonment ia,
the castle of Kaherah.

- These indications of paternal solicitude from the Stitan of Baghdad, .
in behalf of his son, were received with undisguised satisfaction on
the part-of Kira Y#ssuf; and the secretaries of his government- were -

'immediately instructed to address all ordinances, and’ letters patent, .

and official papers under. the royal-authority, in the following form:-
¢ Peir Bedauk Kbaun Bahauder Perleigheid; Bben Abt Nasser.
Ydssuf Bahauder, svee.0.mei> 7. Of the words in italicey we do0 mot;

L]
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‘pretend to give the precise signification. Yerleigh is, however, a term 2-% ﬂg&
‘well known to signify, a mandate; but of the termination with which m
it is accompanied, and standing in the order in which it here appears, suffa, -
it is not easy to speak decisively. Had it been placed last in the
sentence, it would have clearly implied * you are required.” With
respect to the phrase, Souz-o-meiz, we must labour under equal
uncertainty ; but in Richardson, Souz-o-sauze, a word of similar -
sound and construction, is made tosignify, ¢ inflamed with passion,
love, &c.” Does the warlike To0rkomaun mean to designate himself
the ¢ conflagrator and disturber ?” However this may have been,
on the first occasion that brought the son to the presence of his father,
the latter took him by the hand, and seated him immediately on the
throne, placing himself on his knees directly at the foot, as prime
minister under the authority of bisson. At the same time, all those
in the service of Kara Ydssuf, who possessed either father or brother,
were immediately enrolled amang the stipendiaries of Peir Bedauk
Khbaun ; and wherever there remained a district not already assigned
in fee, by the letters patent of the father, the same was now formally
tranferred to the exchequer of the son. And it is but justice
to observe, continues our author, that this same Peir Bedauk was not
less distinguished for the elegance of his person, than for the amiable
and benevolent qualities of his mind ; and to acknowledge, that for
the short period during which he remained to inhabit this frail ten-
ement of earth, so far from exerting himself to the injury of any bu-
man being, his whole life was devoted to acts of clemency towards
his fellow creatures, to a scrupulous forbearance to aggravate towards
others, and to exhibit in himself an example of patient endurance
under, the evils of human destiny. If such indeed were the character
of this prince, it is not surprising that the report of his accession to
power should have diffused universal satifaction ; and he according-
ly received numerous deputations from the neighboring states to
felicitate him on the occasion ; and, in particular, from the princes of
Guilao, Mazanderaun, the K'dly of Georgia, the different independ-
ent chiefs of Kdrdestaun, and the rulers of Hussun-Keyfa,and Mar-
dein. KAra Yassuf, however, undertook, by a particular camaluni-
<ation from- himself, to anpounce to Siltan Abmed of BaghdM:,}hﬂ
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in consequence of his recent acknowledgment of the adoption oftPeit-
Bedauk, and his transmission of the umbrella and. ether insignia of.
sovereign power, he had not hesitated, in. conformity with such ma-.
nifest indications of his pleasure,. to place his adopted son on the
throne of Azerbdijaun; while he .should centirue on. his part, as.
formerly, to conduct.the affairs.of the army, the general administration.
‘of the government, and to oppose on all sides the hostile attempts of.
their enemies, whenever occasion should require it. ﬁut, without
enlarging further on the subject, it would appear that through the
.exertions of Ameir Bostaum in particular, and of the other native.
chiefs of the province, for the Térkomauns honestly disclaimed all-
knowledge of that branch of the art of war, which relates to the re-
duction of fortified places, Kara Yassuf, by the capture of Sdltauniah,.
Derghtzein, and Hamadaun, not long afterwards extended his con-
quest over the whole of Irhk Ajem.

In-the mean time, having abandoned the country altogether, Mirza.
Aba Bukker made the best of his way, through Yezd, into the province-
of Kermaun ; on his approach towards the capital of which, Sditen.
Aweiss the son of Eydekou Berlas, the governor, conceived it his.
duty to meet the illustrious fugitive at a considerable distance, and.
to conduct him with every circumstance of respect into the city of
the same name. No distant period was, however, suffered to elapse-
before Aba Bukker began. to harbour designs against the government;.
but Séltan Aweiss, at the very same erisis, having concerted a plan.
‘to seize the person of his guest, proceeded late one evening to carry.
itinto execution, by entirely surrounding the palace which had been.
-assigned for his residence ; where he compelled him on the spot to.
subscribe to an engagement, by which he pledged himself to quit the
province immediately, without produciug any further disturbance—
provided the people ot Kermaun abstained from offering any personal.
-violence to himself or his tollowers.. Aba Bukker was accordingly
permitted to withdraw. into the adjoiming province of. Seiestaun ;.
where he succeeded in contracting a very clese and intimate friend-
ship with Shah Katb-ud-dein, the ruler of the province. Unfortu-
nately for the latter, this circumstance did not escape the attention.
of Shah Rokh, wirv immediately marched his troops ageiust Ferah ;.

)
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and, .in a shert time, became master of the whole of Seieatdun, in
addition to the extensive territory already under his authority. Up-
on this, the unfortunate Aba Bukker was again persuaded to enter

A. H.811.
A.D.1400.
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Kermaun ; where, after sustaining repeated conflicts with Sdltaa -

Aweiss, he was at last killed in a battle with that chieftain, in the

neighborhood of the town of Jireft, towards the latter part of the °

month of Rudjub, of the eight hundred and eleventh of the hid--

jerah.®
At the period of Teymfr’s death, it becomes now further neces--

sary to recollect that Mirza Peir Mahommed the son of Omar Sheikh, .
held the government of Shirauz,and his brothers Rstum and Eskun-.

der, those of Isfahaun and Hamadaun respectively. On intelligence
of the close of his grandfather’s eventful career, however, Peir Ma-
hommed, influenced by the circumstance of his mother Melket Agha.
having become one of the wives of Shah Rokh, resolved with the

advice of his council, to pronounce the Khotbah, and regulate the:

mint,in the name of that monarch; immediately dispatching into Kho-.
rassaun to acquaint him, that both he and his brothers.had equally:
bound themselves to be obedient to his authority. Shah Rokh, on his.
part, received the communication with reasonable complacency, and.
dismissed the messengers with abundant proofs of his bounty.. Subse-.
quent to this, when it was announced that Qmar the son. of Meiran.
Shah had put Ameir Jahaun Shah to death, and imprisoned . his bro-
ther Aba Bukker, as already related, Mirza Eskuader, at Hamadaun,
became alarmed lest these measures of violence should be at last
extended to himself'; and he accordingly withdrew from Hamadaun,
to take the protection of his brother at Shirauz, who received him.
with fraternal kindness, and conferred upon him the government of
Yezd. From this time to the eight hundred and ninth of the hidjerah,.
the best intelligence subsisted between the brothers; but at that:
period this auspicious intercourse was wickedly interrupted, through.
the malevolent exertions of the turbulent and evil disposed : and in.
consequence of the hostility thus excited, Mirza Peir Mahommed:
caused the person of Eskunder to be seized, and he was immediately.
conveyed as a prisoner towards Khorassaun. In the neighborhood.
| - * Beginuog of December A. P- 1490, '
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of Tebbes, or Tabess, the prince, however, contrived to break hrs
fetters; and flying immediately to Isfahaun, was there admitted to
the kindest hospitality, by his-brother Mirza Rdstum. Shortly after-

‘svards, the two brothers proceeded in conjunction towards Shirauz ;
-and having defeated Peir Mahommed, who did not in the least demur

10 meet and give them battle, they pursued him to the gates of his ca-
pital, to which they immediately laid siege. Finding, however, at
the expiration of forty days, that they had made but little progress
‘towards the reduction of Shirauz, they employed their troops in the
.pillage of the neighboring parched and sandy districts, the Gurrum-
-seyers, and then returned to Isfahaun.

In the course of the following year, the eight hundred and ‘tenth
-of the bidjerah, Mirza Peir Mahommed in his turn, at the head of a
.very numerous army, proceeded towards Isfahaun; Mirza Réstum
‘having encamped to oppose him at the station of Kundemaun, or

-perbaps Gundemaun. In the conflict which ensued the troops of

Isfahaun were, however, totally defeated, and Mirza Ristum, and his
brother Eskunder, were now compelled to fly towards Khorassaun.
Peir Mahommed then established his son Omar Sheikh in the govern-
ment of Isfahaun, and returned in triumph to Shirauz. On the other
hand, Mirza Réstum proceeded without interruption into Khoras-
-saun, where he experienced a favorable reception from Shah Rokh,
-and was honorably provided for in the-court of that prince ; while his
brother Eskunder, less fortunate in his decision, continued his flight
towards Sheberghaun and Balkh. His progress was interrupted by
some troops dispatched against him by Mirza Keydou, at this period
in possession of the government of Balkh; and he was compelled to
take the direction of Endekhoud, where he was treated with respect,
and suitably accommodated, by Seyud Ahmed Terkhan, then in charge
-of the place. The Seyud thought it advisable immediately to report
his arrival to Shah Rokh, and that prince, with singular good nature,
-instantly dispatched a person to intercede in behalf of his unfortunate

“brother, with Peir Mahommed in Farss; at the sametime conveying

his instructions to Seyud Ahmed at Endekhoud, not to offer the

slightest molestation to Mirza Eskunder, but to permit him to depart

Whenever he indicated a desire 80 to do. Relying upon a brother’s
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"compassion, Mirza Eskunder chose the alternative of returning into
Farss ; and accordingly, about the hour of evening prayer on the
96th of Ramzaun, of the eight hundred and eleventh of the hidjerah,®
he entered Shirauz on foot—Peir Mahommed sending for. him the very
moment he was apprized of his arrival, and bestowing upon him all
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those marks of kindness that could in any shape contribute to restore -

his confidence, or console him under the sense of his misfortunes.

This was the situation of affairs in- Farss when, some time in the
course of the year eight hundred and twelve,} accompanied by his.

reclaimed brother Eskunder, Mirza Peir Mahommed left: Shirauz with
the design of reducing the province of Kermaun ; but on his arrival
at the station of Doutchah, the two wells, he there perished from a

conspiracy formed against him by Hidsseyne Sherbetdaur, his. butler,.
whom from an humble compounder of medicines, he had raised to the-

highest dignities of his government: for ambition and treason have
been too frequently fellow travellers. I thesilence of midnight, the
traitor followed by his accomplices, among whom. appear to: have

been included the greater part of the army, entirely surrounded the.
tent of his benefactor, and most basely put him to death, being at this.

period in the very flower of his age, his one and: thirtieth year.
Mirza Eskunder being, however, timely apprized ofthe fate of his bro-.
ther, hastened back to Shirauz; where the. Ameirs, and principal na-
tives of the province, united-to invest him with theroyal authority, and
with him proceeded to-secure the city, and to place the fortifications.
in a state of defence. When, on the other hand, the traitor HOsseyne
discovered- that Eskunder had escaped him, he immediately followed
at the head of the army which-bad espoused. his cause, and for one.
whole day, by repeated-attacks on different points, endeavoured to.
make himself master. of the city. Perceiving, however, at: nightfal,

that the chiefs in his interest evinced. a. disposition. favorable to.

Mirza Eskunder; the traitor thought. it prudent, the very.next morn-.

~ ing, to make a precipitate retreat.towards Kermaun ; in.the course of .
~ which he fell into the bands of Ameir Sedeik, an officer in the service.

of the late Peir Mahommed, by whom he was. immediately secured.
and conveyed towards Shirauz. = At the tomb of Sheikh Sasdyin the,

& 11th of February 1409, + Commencing the 2010 0f MlJ A, D. 14Q0.,
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ALH, 8"- neighborhood of that city, with his beard and mustachios half shaved

A.D.1

xbo———hnmtul he was mounted on a sorry bullock, and from thence conducted

wkhbaur,

ito the gates of the town, through the streets of which he was for

‘some time paraded in this disgraceful guise; after which he was led

'to the presence of Mirza Eskunder. To the demand of that prince,
as to what motive it was that could have impelled him to become
the butcher of his beaefactor, the traitor coolly replied that if his
conduct towards the deceased had been that of a villain, the result,
at least, did not appear with unwelcome advantages to the surviving
brother. At this the indignation of the Shahzddah was excited to
such a degree, that be drew his dirk and instantly scooped the right
eye of the aesassin from the socket; after which the attendants
were directed to beat him to death with their maces.

While these events were passing at Shirauz, an insurrection was
excited at Isfahaua by Siltan :Miatassem the son of Zeyne-ul-aubbe-
dein, son of Shah Shujia, of the race of Milzuffer; which rendered
the presence of Mitza Eskunder immediately necessary in that quar-
ter. in am actian to which ke was brought by his antagonist, shortly
afterwands, the insurgent was, however, totally defeated ; and in his
endesvor to escape by flight, was finally overtaken and put to death
by a soldier of the successful party, by the side of a river at some
distanoe from the field of battle. Eskunder then returned, more con-
fident from his victory, te Shirauz. Subsequent to this period, Mirza
Ristum, with the concunrence-of his uncle Shah Rokh, proceeded to
invede the serritory of defahaun, where be became engaged in repeat-
ed -conflicts with his brother Eskunder; but being frustrated in all
bis attempts, be was finally compelled, once more, to iy for safety
imto Khorassaun ; where, in the course of the eight hundred and
fourteenih :of the hidjerah,® he was again hospitably received at the
court ‘of Herdit. Thus absolutely master of both Farss and Irik,
Mirza Eskwnder now fixed the seat of his government at Isfabaun.

We are now, for the last time, to speak of Sdltan Ahmed Julldeir
of Baghdad ; who, without any very distinguished :claims to atten-
tion, has been so often brought ito the notice of the reader, in bis
pesusal of shese pages. Towards the conclusion of the eight bundred

'* Commencing 24th af april A. D, 1412,



813

and twelfth of the hidjerah, when the whole of AzerbAijaun had been' A. H. 81112, .
finally subjugated to the authority of K&ra Ydssuf, the presence of %%_mul‘
the latter was required towards the north-western frontier of his do- =~ akhbaur.
minions, by some hostile indications on the part of his rival Kara
Othmaun, and by the solicitation of Ameir Taherten, the prince of
Erzenjaun, to defend him against the aggressions of the same chief.
This was an opportunity which Siltan Abmed, notwithstanding his
éngagements, conceived too favorable to his interests to be neglected ;
and he accordingly took his departure for Azerbijaun some time in
the month of Mohurrim, of the year 813;® and he appeared, not long
afterwards, in great force before the metropolis of Tebreiz, which he
entered without opposition,and with unusual pomp, on the first day
of the former Rebbeia, of the same year.t

As soon as this unwelcome intelligence reached Kara Yassuf at
Erzenjaun, only two days after he had taken possession of the place for -
himself, he summoned a council of his principal officers; with whom
he entered into deliberation, as to the measures which he ought to.
adopt on such an emergency. The result was a.determination to.
proceed to immediate hostilities. against the Séltan, and a solemn-
pledge on the part of all his Ameirs, to continue faithful in their-
attachment to the authority of their chief, An order of march was.
then concerted, by which the whole army were to reach the neighbor-
bood of Tebreiz, in forty menzels, or days journey, accerding to which
the troops.were immediately put in motion from Erzenjaun. About
the period agreed upon, they arrived on the plains near Shumib-e-.
Ghazan, at the distance of two farsangs} from Tebreiz; where Sdltan.
Ahmed was already encamped, with a resolution to give battle, On.
friday the 28th of the latter Rebbeia,§ the warlike Tdrkomaun drew
out his troops for the conflict, and proceeded in battle array towards
Shumb-e-Ghézan; from whence, in equal preparation, the Sdltan ad-
vanced to meet him. A most severe and obstinate conflict immedi-
ately ensued, in which, however, after dreadful mutual slaughter,
victory finally- declared for the Tdrkomauns; the troops of the Sdltan .
being totally defeated, and dispersing in consequence in every direc-
tion. Finding himself thus alone on the field of battle, Slean Ah..

® May 1410, 1.3rd July. . 1 About 7 miles. § 20th of August 1410..,
®WOL. II1I. -3 u
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‘med was, at last, constrained to follow the example of his army. He
‘was in his flight soon -overtaken by an ordinary Tarkomaun, who,
‘however, ignorant of his qnality, was content with beating him off his
horse; and who, after plundering him of his rich armour and apparel,
left bim to his fate.

Stitan Ahmed then-made for the opening in a garden—-wall, intended
for the outlet of a water-course, where he seated himself down, in the
utmost perturbation of mind, until he could ascertain whether he
was pursued by any one. It chanced that an old shoemaker, who had
left the city and mounted a walnut tree, in-order to view the occur-
rences of the battle, observing a person thus withdrawing from the
field alone, immediately recognized the Stitan’s horse, and was at no
great loss to identify his rider. Descending from his pdst on the tree,
he ‘approached the place of the Siltan’s concealment; and calling to
him by his royal title, proceeded to condole with him on the deplo-
rable situation to which he found him reduced. The Stltan admon-
ished him to be silent, and not to add shame to the sorrows which
already weighed down his head. After this, he ventured to add that
he had yet many zealous friends in Tebreiz; and that as soon as night
came, he should enter the town, and from them receive both money
and the means of conveyance from the scene of danget. 1In the mean

time, that any assistance which he could render would not be forgot-

ten; and that the moment he returned to Baghdid, he proposed to
settle upon him the lordship of Yakoubiah in perpetual fee. To this
he bound himself by a solemn promise; after which the shoemaker
returned to his habitativn in the city. Unfortunately for S@ltan A h-
med, the man had for his wife an old woman who professed to deal
in magic; and her husband had no sooner related to her the circum-
stances of his interview with the Saltan, than she affected to apply
to the mysteries of herart; which having consulted, she proceeded to
observe to her husband, that the distance between Tebreiz and Bagh-
déd, would cost bim many a tedious and wearisome day’s journey;
neither, from what appeared at present, could such a journey, t6 any
reasonable certainty, be productive of any of those advantages to them,
with which he seemed disposed to flatter himself. At the same time,
it was not to be supposed but that, as soon as night came, the Saitan
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would be surrounded by a multitude of powerful friends, and that a A. H.812182.
person in his humble station, would scarcely have a chance of ap- A-D:1409-1410..
proaching him again. Thus this noble prize would slip through their. Ro,‘:f;::us' i
fingers, and repentance would avail but little to their consolation.
She therefore advised her husband to hasten, without a moment’s fur-
ther delay, to the presence of Kara Yssuf, to acquaint him with all
he knew; and, she doubted not, that the result would be an abundant.
remuneration for all their disappointments. .

In compliance with the suggestions of this hag, the shoemaker
repaired to the camp of Kara Y tissuf; where he found them employed:
in interrogating the grooms and equerries of the Stltan, as to the
number of horses which their master had brought into the field, the
number he had carried off with him, and how many had fallen into.
the hands of the victors. The shoemaker made his. way, without ob-
stacle, to the presence of the Trkomaun chief; announced to him,_
that Stiltan Ahmed lay concealed at no great distance off, and that if*
it was his pleasure, he would immediately conduct a party to the.
spot. For a moment, Kéra Ylssuf disbelieved his statement, affirm-.
ing that the Stltan must,by that time, have conveyed himself many far-.
sangs on his retreat ; but the man persisting in his allegation,and de-
manding thatsome proper person mightbe sent with him in-order totake.
charge of the royal fugitive, his request was at length complied with,
and four confidential officers accompanied him accordingly to the spot:
which he had indicated. The unhappy monarch was immediately
dragged from his concealment; and as he was bareheaded and almost
naked, they threw upon him a common coarse tunic, and covering
his head with a tattered turban, they mounted him behind Beirdy
Sheirtchei, one of the party, and ‘in this manner he was conducted to -
the presence of KAra Yassuf. The Tarkomaun chief arose to meet
the Sdltan the moment he came in view ; and, having seated him by
his side, proceeded to upbraid him, in bitter terms, for the total dis-
regard which he had evinced for the most solemn engagements; in-
consequence of which it was, he alleged, benceforward impossible to .
place the smallest reliance on his word. For how repeatedly had he
pledged himself upon the sacred volume of the law, and by the mighty.
name of the most high, to abstain from every design hostile to the
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A.H,81213.  Tlrkoman, or the country under his authority, and yet sought every
A D—i-;ig—'-;-‘-'-o' occasion to violate his pledge? He then entered into a recapitula-
®sufia, ‘tion of all the provocations which he had received at his hands, from
'the earliest period of their intercourse to'the present moment ; aftet
‘which he sternly directed him to quit his seat and take his place
among the very lowest of the assembly, even on the spot where they

‘deposited their sandals.
Peir Bedauk now entered the pavilion, immediately seating himself
* on the throne; on which, the whole of the Ameirs and principal offi-
~cers called aloud to the Stltan, that his power was transferred to Peir
Bedauk Khaun. A paper was then drawn up in letters of gold, by
which, in a few short lines, the province of Azerbiijaun was formally
‘ceded to the same Peir Bedauk Khaun; and to this, whether willing
or unwilling, they ‘compelled the Saltan te affix his signature. They
next proceeded to allege as an accusation agaiost the Sdltan, that he
bad presumed with a superior force to invade the same province of
Azerbaijaun, and to wrest it from the hands of Shah Mahommed,
another of the sons of Kira Ydssuf; when it was notorious to the
world that it had been conferred upon him by the unanimous concur-
tence of all the native Ameirs.®* As an atonement for this act of
alleged usurpation, they therefore now called upon him to make an
immediate transfer of his remaining government of Baghdad, to the
‘same Shah Mahommed ; and to that effect a second paper was drawn
" up on the spot, and ratified under his sign manual, by which his
lieutenants at Baghdad, Heit, and Tekreit, were charged to deliver up
the keys of those fortresses, and of all his treasures, to Gheyauth-ud-
dein Shah Mahommed ; on whom he was made to bestow the appel-
lation of abeloved son, and to whom he acknowledged to have resign«
ed his capital of Baghdad, with all its dependencies, in full and abso-

lute sovereignty.

When the unfortunate monarch had made a concluslon of these
mortifying transfers of power, and had -nothing further to concede,
Shah Mahommed was invested, on the spot, with the government of
Baghgad, by his father and the Ameirs of his court ; the chiefs of the

® This declaration, by the way, implied pretensions, which we should litle expect to
find advanced by tha vassals of a despotic monarchy,
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Aweyraut and Arab tribes, and other prisoners taken in the late battle,
being immediately set at large, and permitted to accompany their
new governor to take possession of his capital. In the mean time, to
relieve the Sititan from any apprehension of personal danger, Kira
Y Gissuf proceeded to assure him, that however, in repeated violation
of his engagements, he had not scrupled to seek beth his life and
dominions, yet that he might set his mind at ease ; foron his part, he
bad resolved not to offer the slightest injury to his person. Far dife
ferent was the language with which the Siltan was addressed by
Bostaum, who sternly upbraided him with having brought destruction
upon the family, and butchered the posterity, of Siltan Aweiss, to,
gether with the best part of the nobles of his court. From him, there-
fore, as they had never hitherto experienced ought but evil, so neither
for the future was. it reasonable to expect any good at his hands : and
they would accordingly take care that Ameir Y dssuf should no lon-
ger be the dupe of his artful practices. Then, starting on his feet, he
unclasped the scimitar from his waist, and flung it towards Kéra
Yassuf, declaring that the existence of this man had already been the
cause of too much mischief ; but, that if suffered any longer to breathe
upon earth, the evils of which he would be the oceasion would be a
thousand-fold more destructive, than any thing to which they had bhi-
therto been witness. Common prudence, therefore, as well as the
general interests of humanity, demanded that he should immediately
be put out of the way. The other Ameirs of Irak concurred, at the
same time, in pronouncing that mercy to Stltan Abhmed would be
entirely incompatible with the public safety. The conscientious
Tarkomaun persisted, however, in maintainiog that, under God’s pro-
vidence, though a thousand such as Sdltan Ahmed were present in
his camp, he should feel but little solicitude as to their attempts ;
but that, at all events, he had sworn to spare his life, and was resolve
ed not to violate his oath. Ameir Bostaum here rejoined that the
blood of many an unhappy and innocent individual had been unjust-
ly shed by this man, and that the hereditary avengers of that blood
were in attendance. If, therefore, he had pledged himself on his
past not to offer violence to the person of his prisoder, the law of
retaliation imperiously demanded that, at least, he should not protect
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him against the vengeance of those whose kindred he had immolated:
Kaira Yussuf was now silent; and. Settelmesh, one of the officers
present, was instructed by the Ameirs: to convey the Sdltan to his
quarters, in the college of Kauzy Sheikh Ally. Khaujah Jauffer the
Tebrizian, on his knees, then formally. accused the Séltan of having
unjustly put his brother to death ; which being confirmed by the
testimony of Bostaum, the Tdrkomaun.chief could no longer resist
the pressing importunities of the people of Irhk, and finally consented
to the execution of the unfortunate monarch.. On which: Khaujah
Jauffer, with some other persons, proceeded immediately to the resi-
dence of Settelmesh; where they strangled the unhappy Sdltan with.
out further ceremony. '

On the day following, Bostaum found it expedient, nevertheless,
in the name of his brother Ameirs, to represent to the Ttrkomaun,
that, although Sdltan Ahmed had been so-effectually disposed of, the
preceding day, a report had been circulated by the seditious populace
that he was still alive ; and that it had produced such violent agita-
tion as to threaten some very dangerous commotion. In consequence
of this, Bostaum was authorized to adopt any measure he thought fie
in order to remove the impression ; and the body of the Sdltan, with a
coarse black wrappep bound round. the head, was, accordingly, for
three days, publicly exhibited forinspection, in the above-mentioned
college, which finally terminated all discussion on the subject. The
body was then buried, with the usual solemnities, in the cemetery of
the celebrated Damashk Khaujah; at the very feet of his brother Stltan
Hsseyne, of whom he had made an early. sacrifice to his relentless
ambition. Several of the sons of Siltan Ahmed, who had fallen into
the hands. of their enemies during the battle and pursuit, shared the
fate of their. father; and Sdltan Alld-ud.doulah, who had been for
some time a prisoner in one of the castles of the Tirkomaun, was now
put to death by an order from Kara Ydssuf.

Oan this subject we shall finally observe, that when intelligence of
the death of Stltan Ahmed was conveyed to Shah Rokh, in Khorasa
saun, that prince demanded of Abd-ul-Kéder, a distinguished poet
who had passed many years under the protection of the Stltan, whe-
ther it had not occurred to him to compose something to the mes.
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mory of his unfortunate patron. The poet immediately wrote a A. H. 812813,
stanza of four lines, which he conveyed to the Shah, the concluding %';%—‘-:%0:—“10'
words of which, ¢ Kusd-e-Tebreiz,”—the design upon, or the attempt ~ suffa.

on Tebreiz—numerically applied,comprised the exact era of his death,

A. H. 813.* With respect to Shah Mahommed the son of Kéra

Yassuf, dispatched on this occasion to possess himself of the govern-

ment of Baghdid, it may be proper briefly to state, that after a siege

of eighteen months, during which the children of Stltan Ahmed

continued to defend it against all his exertions, the Shah finally

obtained possession of that metropolis, the sons of the Siltan baving

fled the place by water, under cover of a dark night. Soon afterwards,

Shah Mahommed became undisputed master of all Arabian Irik ;

and having raised a numerous and powerful army, and amassed pro-

digious wealth, he ultimately assumed the honors of the mosque and

mint, and governed for a considerable period in his own name, with-

out even once repairing to do homage to his fathér; who for his part,

appears to have equally abstained from putting him to any further
inconvenience on the subject,

But, to resume the regular course of the history; while at the sum- Kholausset-ul-
mer quarters of Baudgheiss, on the fifth of Zilkaudah, of the year akhbaur.
eight hundred and eleven, we find Shah Rokh employed in giving
orders for the assembling of his army ; in consequence of the reports
here successively conveyed to him, of the hostilities which had broke
out between his nephew Khaleil Stltan, and Khodadaud-ul- Hissey-
ny; in which the latter prevailiag, the grandson of Teymir was fin-
ally compelled to submit to the authority of this subordinate chief. -

To vindicate the insulted majesty of his family, or more probably to
secure the province for bimself, Shah Rokh, therefore, on the 21st of
the same month of Zilkaudah,} put his troops in motion from Baud-
gheiss ; and having crossed the Oxus, about the 6th of the following
month of Zilhudje,§ proceedéd to Khozaur. Here it was announced
to him, that having seized the person of Khaleil Stltan, the insur.
gent Khodadaud had betaken himself to flight ; on which Shah Rokh

® August September 1410. The turn of the verse runs something in this way :
¢« Reader wouldst thou know the era of his fate,” o
¢ Kusd-e-Tebreiz exactly marks the date.”
. 1 21st March 1409. t 6th ef April. § 21st of April.
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continued his march, and, on the 20th of the same ‘month, entered:
the metropolis of Samarkand without opposition..

In the succeeding month of Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and .
twelfth of the hidjerah,® Shah Rokh proceeded in pursuit of Kho-
daud, towards the frontiers of Moghdlstaun; dispatching Shah Melek
with some other commanders in advance, towards the Seyhtn. An-
event which appears to have been as fortunate, as it was unforeseen,
rendered the presence of Shah Rokh, however, no longer necessary
in this quarter. The insurgent Khodadaud had, it seems, demanded
the assistance of Mahommed Khaun, the monarch of Moghdlstaun ;
and that prince had dispatched his own brother Shummaa Jahauo, to
convey to him the support he required. This latter prince, however,
no sooner found himself united with the troops of the insurgent, than
he suggested to the Ameirs under his orders, that this same Khodaud-
ul-Hdsseyny must have been an utter stranger to every principle of
-good faith and generosity, before he could so soon have forgotten his
multiplied obligations to the most bountiful of masters, the renowned
and invincible Teymfr, and thus enter into hostilities against the
children of such a benefactor. Nothing further was required to de-
determine the fate of Khodadaud. His head was struck off without

‘the smallest compunction, and immediately conveyed to Shah Melek; .

who returned with it, shortly afterwards, to the camp of Shah Rokh.
The Shah now embraced the opportunity of conferring the govern-
ment of Ouzkhund, upon his nephew Mirza Meirek Ahmed, perhaps .
Sidy Ahmed, one of the soas of Omar Sheikh. In the mean time, .
intelligence was eonveyed to him that Mirza Khaleil Saltan, on the
death of Ameir Khodadaud, had succeeded in gaining over his guards;

‘and that he wasnow busily employed in placing the fortress of Alankouh,

or Alankella, in a proper state of defence. Shah Melek was again
detached, with instructions to reduce this place ; but when he had
continued his operations for some days, Mirza Khaleil Sdltan sent
out to desire, that a particular post in the hands of the besieging army
might be left unguarded ; in order that he might be permitted to
proceed, without interruption, to the presence of his uncle. This
request was immediately complied with ; but instead of repairing to
* May and June 1409,
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the camp of Shah Rokh, as he affected to propose, the prince pro-
ceeded immediately to join Sheikh Nr-ud-dein, who had recently
obtained permission to retire to Otraur. On information of this un-
accountable perversity of conduct, Shah Rokh conceived that his
presence might be requisite in the same quarter; but, an intercourse
of messengers having been fortunately established, an accommodation
was finally brought about, and confirmed under the most solemn
mutual engagements. Shortly afterwards, Mirza Khaleil in person
hastened to the presence of his august relative, and experienced a
very indulgent and distinguished reception, without, however, any
circumstance that could lead to the expectation that he was to be
restored to his government, ' '

- Affairs thus favorably arranged, Shah-Rokh took his departure for-

Khorassaun, after having cenferred the government of Transoxiana,
with the neighboring territory on the Seyhtn, upon his son Olégh
Beg ; at the same time bestowing the country of Hessaur-e-Shaude-
man upon Mirza Mahommed Jahangueir, the son of his nephew
Mahommed Stltan, Socon after, recrossing the Oxus, he invested
Mirza Keydou the son of Mirza Peir :Mahommed, with the govern-
ment of the three provinces of Kandahaur, Kabbl, and Gheznein,
transferring the government of Balkh and Tokharestaun, to his second
son Abdl Futtah Mirza Ibrauhim Sdltan. On the 16th of Shabaun,
of the eight hundred and twelfth of the hidjerah,® Shah Rokh re-
entered, on this occasion, his capital of Herét, without the interven-
tion of any further incident. During the month or Zilkaudah of the
same year,} Mirza Khaleil Siitan, as some compensation for the loss
of Samarkand, proceeded by his orders, at the head of ten thousand
borse, to attempt the reduction of liak Ajem ; and he succeeded so
far as te tuke possession of, and, for some time, to establish his au-
thority inthe terntory of Rey, having received fromShah Rokh apatent
for the government of both provinces of Irdk Ajem, and Azerbéijaua,
should he prove so fortunate as to conquer them, for himself.

During the eight hundred and thirteenth, and. the following year
of the hidjerah, the attention of Shah Rokh was considerably engaged

in counteracting the designs of that distinguished and gallant veteran),
® 23d of December. 1400. , . +. Murch, 1418,
YoL. 11T, 8 x
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Ameir Sheikh Nir-od-dein, who had reared the standard of revolt
in the territory of Otraur; here stated to. have been the seat, and
perbaps the patrimony, of his. forefathers. This untoward. event

drew the Shah twice into. Mawer-un-neher, in the course of that
period. The last time, however, during a cenference before the gates.
of Sovraun, or Sabraum,. which he defended: against the troops of
Shah Rokh, under the orders of his old assoeiate in arms, Ameir
Shah Melek, the unfortunate Sheikh Ndr-udrdein. was suddenly

dragged from his borse, as he stooped to embrace him, and put to
death on the spot, by an officer of the name of Herkedauk ; who had.
received his instructions for that purpose from. Shah Melek himself,

On the death of Teymébr, we learn from a passage in the Rouzut-us.
suffa, that the illustrious chief, whose career was thus perfidiously
terminated, had espoused the princess Temaun Aga, one of the wid=
ows of his departed. sovereign. Soon after the period: under cobsi.
deration, the same princess was conveyed, under. an injunction from:
Shah Rokh, by the nephew of Sheikh Nir-ud-dein. from Sabraun to.
Herdt ; the town of Gaousbiah, about eleven farsangs from. that city,,
was assigned for her maintenance ; and she is stated to have left there.
many memorials of her bountiful and benevolent character. Oa his.
return to Herit, from this last expedition into Transoxiana, the Shah.
received intelligence of the death of his nephew Khaleil Sdltan, aftee

a few days’ illness, at Rey, on the 16th of Rudjub of the eight hune~

dred and fourteenth.of the hidjerah.®

Duriag the mouth. of Mohurrem of the year eight hnndted and'

fifteen,t and en his return from the solemaization of the feast of
sacrifice of the tenth of Zilhudje, of the preceding year, at the mauso-.
leum of Ally Ruzza at Mash-hed, we also find it recorded in the-
Rouzut-us suffa, that Shah Rokh was employed. at Herét, in giving.
a splendid reception to the. ambassadors of Ddeiming Khaun, mone

arch of Khatdi, or emperor. of China. In the discharge of theis-
mission, the objeets of which on this occasion appear to have been
of a nature purely amicable and conciliatory, they delivered from their:
lov«reign, letters in different languages ; which, among other expres=

8i00s of a complimentary import; oouveyed some very strong recome

* 2d of November, 1411. ‘ 1 April 1412..
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wmendations in favor of the late Mirza Khaleil Sdltan, and which, A. H.815-16.
whatever might have been their effect at an earlier period, could now %i(?f_‘m::'
no longer be of setvice. These ambassadors were shortly afterwards  akhbaur,
bonorably dismissed, on their return to China, accompanied by Sheikh
Mahommed Bukhshy; on a mission of a corresponding and similar
import frem Shah Rokh to the Chinese monarch.®

Ever since the death of his brother Meiran Shah, and the conses
quent snbjugation of the province of Azerbdijaun by Kéra Y dssuf,
Shah Rokh had internally resolved on employing the very first con-
venient opportunity, to reduce that province with the adjoining ter.
ritory of Irbk, under his own authority. Such an opportunity ap-
peared to have arrived, during the eight hundred and sixteenth of the
hidjerah ; and he accordingly quitted Herit, at the head of a numer-
eus and powerful army in order to take advantage of it, on the 18th of
Rudjub, of that year—t proceeding towards the north-west, by the
roateof Neyshapir, ia the neighborhood of which city he encamped
shortly afterwards. From thence,he conceived it expedient to transmit
adispatch to Mirza Eskander, at Isfahaan, requesting that he woulds
ut as aearly a period as possible, join him in the territory of Rey, with
the troops of Fars and lrdk Ajem; in order that they might proceed
together to the expulsion of the Tlrkomauns; after which he contin-
ved his march, at leisure, hunting as he proceeded, into Mazanderaun,
where he passed the winter. When, however, the dispatches from
his uncle were communicated to Mirza Eskunder, that prince, instead
of resolving to co-operate cordially in the design ag#inst the common
enemy of his fumily, immediately gave way to the suspicion, that
something sinister was in contemplation against himself ; and, under
this impression, returning an insolent and disrespectful reply to the
demand which had been conveyed to him, openly declared himself
hostile 30 the authority of the Shah'; and, dispatching to all quarters
30 assembde his troops, proceeded without delay to form an encamp-

® Whether this, or any of the succeeding ones, of which several were dispatched to
China from the court of Herdt, during the. reign of Shah Rokh, was the embassy, of which
the translation of a Journal, by Mr. Vaosittart of the Bengal Establishment, appeared in

one of the English periodical publications some years ago, a comparison of dates will
easily determine, '

1+ 13th of October 1413.
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ment near Isfabaun. This refractory. behavior on the part of his ne.

phew, necessarily produced a.change in.the plans of Shah Rokh; the

expedition into Azerbdijaun. was indefinitely postponed; and his

attention immediately. directed to check, at their outset, the rash and ,
ambitious projects of his misguided relative. '

Having dispatched his. son Mirza Biysungur, at-the commence-
ment of the spring, to provide for. the tranquillity of Khorassaun, .
Shah Rokh, on the fourteenth of Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and .
seventeenth of the hidjerah,* quitted his winter quarters .in . Mazan-
deraun, and, by. the way of Damaghaun, proceeded towards Rey.

‘On his arrival-near the castle of Sheheryaur, adjacent to, or-not far

from that ancient city, several Ameirs who had been employed, on
the part of Mirza Eskunder, to take possession of Sawah and lay waste
the intervening-territory, came over to the camp of Shah Rokh; easily
yielding to the persuasion, . that having all, either by themselves or
their fathers, served in_ the armies of Teymir, their allegiance was .
unquestionably due to his family; but where the claims of the son and
grandson were brought inte competition, that the former was clearly
entitled to the preference. Krom_ thence continuing his march, by
Sawabh, to the gardens of Rastum, within two.farsangs, or about seven
miles of Isfahaun, Shah Rokh was joined by other respectable Ameirs, .
who embraced. the opportunity to abandon the cause of Eskunder.
Notwithstanding. these inauspicious. beginnjngs, the latter did not,
however, decline to give battle to the superior- force of his uncle,
shortly afterwards; and being defeated, and compelled to shut himself
up within. the walls of Isfahaun, he was there i_mmedjat,ely besieged
by the victorious troops. ,
In the mean time, the adherents of Mirza Eskunder, at Shlrauz;.
were seized and 1mprisoned by the principal,inhabitants, who proceed-
ed without delay to proclaim the authority. of Shah Rokh; immedi.
ately dispatching an agent to announce to that monarch the fortunate
revolution that:had. thus taken place in his.favor. The intelligence -
was calculated to produce peculiar satisfaction at such a crisis; and
Latfullah Beyaun Temdr, a distinguished officer, was sent express to .
take charge of the revenues of the province. The siege of Isfahaun.
* 4th of April 1414,.
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was, however, prosecuted with little intermission, and had now con- A. H.817:
tinued for a period of nearly two months, every attempt al an accom- A-D- 1414.

modation having totally failed ; when on the 2d of the former Jum-
maudy, of the eight hundred and seventeenth of the hidjerah,® the place
was attacked by general assault. The conflict was suppofted, with
equal resolution and obstinacy, during the whole of the day ; but, on
the following night, the troops of Shah Rokh succeeded in escalading
the works, and, tinally, in obtaining possession of the town, Mirza Es.
kuoder retiring into the castle. But, on learning that-one of his prin<

Kliolausset-ul-
adhbaur.,

cipal officers had deserted and gone over to the enemy, he, with some .

reason, considered his situation as hopeless, and fled the place while
yet favored by the darkness of the night; proposing to effect his es«

cape, if possible, into some of the adjoining districts. The unfortu-

nate prince was, however, too closely pursued to attain his ebject ;

and being: very early overtaken in his flight, he was conducted to the

presence of the Shah; who, toall appearance, seemed disposed on his part

at least, to treat him with humanity, since he consigned him to the

care of his brother Ristum—conceiving perhaps, that the rigors of his

destiny. might receive some alleviation from the sympathies of .fra-

ternal affections la . this, nevertheless, his calculations appear to

have been infinitely wide of.the steeling influence of the spirit of
ambiticn; which equally spurns .at the.ties of nature, and the obliga. .
tions of private friendship.. Mirza RGstum no sooner found bim in
his power, than he forever closed his views upon all objects of hu-

man grandeur, by an immediate application of the searing instrument

to the eyes of his unhappy brother.

Thus master of Isfahaun,Shah Rokh im medmtely conferred the gov-

ernment-of that place, ard of the province dependent upon it, on the .

same Mirza Réistum the son of Omar Sheikh; who had served him with
distinguished valour and fidelity in many of his expeditions,.and wha
continued to rule the country with singular ability and moderation,
for the remainder of bis_life. 'The governprent of. Hamadaun, toge-
tber with the fortresses of Verljerd and Nihawend, and . the adjoin- .

ing province of Lorristaun, was assigned in perpetual jaguir, or fee,

to. Mirza Baykera; another of the sons of Omar Sheikh, who had in.
* 19th of July 1414...
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the very flower of youth, already displayed the most conspicuous
proofs of courage and talent ; while that of Rey was generously be-
stowed upon Mirza Eyjel the son of Meiran Shab, at this period
not more than twelve years of age. The territory of Komm was, at
the same time, consigned by Shah Rokh to Saud-e-Wokauss, one of
the grandsons of his brother Jahaungueir. Having dispatched this
arrangement of the affairs ot Irik, and made some considerable sacri-
fices.of property in order to recoucile the inhabitants of Isfahaan to the
losses sustained during the recent capture of the city, Shah Rokh left
that place for Shirauz ; where, on his arrival, he proceeded to diffuse
among the inhabitants, afresh, the blessings of a just and beneficent

government. FHe then appointed his own son, Mirza Ibrauhim Sdltan,

to preside over Farss, on the death of the gallant Ameir Mézgraub ;
and quitting the metropolis of Shirauz, shortly afterwards, he pro-

‘ceeded by the route of Yezd on his retura to Khorassaun; and cross-

ing the desert of Mogheishaun, finally reached his capital of Herht,
on the 29d of Rudjub of the eight hundred and seventeenth of the
hidjerah.®* In the mean time it becomes necessary to observe, that
while he was engaged on this occasion, in establishing his authority
in Irhk Ajem, misunderstandings aud jealousies had unfortunately
arisen between Olégh Beg, and his cousin Mirsa Meirek Ahmed; who
had been placed by Shah Rokh, as formerly noticed, in the govern-
ment of Ouzkhund, towards the northern extremity of Ferghaunah.
These jealousies finally terminated in hostilities, the issue of which
proved unfavorable to Meirek Ahmed ; who was compelled to fly for
protection into Moghilstaun. '

Among the events which took place subsequent to the return of
Shah Rokh to his capital, it has been thought sufficient to notice the
illness and death of Mirza Eyjel, recently appointed to the govern-
ment of Rey. The person chosen to succeed him was Mirza Aylen-
gur the son of Aba Bukker, and grandson of Meiran Shah ; who was
accordingly dispatched, accompanied by a respectable train from
Khorassaun, to take possession of his government. Next it may
be necessary to relate, that during the period at which he was direct.
ing his march towards Isfahaun, Ameir Bostaum, who then resided

* 6th of October 1214,
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at his jagueir of Stltauniah under the authority of Kira Ydssuf, had A.H. 818.
embraced the opportunity of conveying his submission to Shah Rokh ; I?hl:ii::%:gf "
i consequence of which, the Torkomaun chief some time afterwards  akhbaur.
indicating a design to attack the fortress of Saltauniah, Bostaum
thought it prudent to abandon his government, and hastened to place
himself under the protection of Saud-e-Wokauss, at Komm. With
great alleged simplicity, or want of judgment, the latter prince con-
ceived it proper to imprison the fugitive Ameir; only dispatching to
anobounce the circumstance to Shah Rokh. Entirely disapproving of
shis impolitie step, with which he was made acquainted on the 10th
of the former Rebbeia, of the year eight hundred and eighteen,® the
Shah trapsmitted orders that Bostaum should be instantly set at large;
st the same time conveying a letter to the imprisoned chief, apolo-
gizing, and condoling with him, on the unauthorized harshness of his. -
treatment. So far, however, from yielding the slightest attention te
such orders, Saud-e-Wokauss, seduced by the evil counsels. of some
profligates about his person, immediately went ever to join Kéra
Yssuf, the enemy of his family, taking Ameir Bostaum a prisoner
in his train; and he was recelved, with equal kindness and distinction,
by the Torkomaun,

Anvother of the occurrenees which marked the crisis under consie.
deration, was the disloyal design of in vading the government of Shirauz,
fnto which the gallant Mirza Baykera of Hamadaun was persuaded
by the imprudent counsels, and yet unextinguished ambition of his
brother Eskunder ; who had been permitted to pass his days under
bis protection, from the period at which he was deprived of the
blessing of sight, by Mirza Rfstum. The latter prince receiving,
bowever, intelligence of the design and march of the brothers, imme-
diately eniployed a chosen detachment to way-lay them; and the

troops thus dispatched falling in with those of Mirza Baykera, in the

‘peighborhood of Jerbaudegan, his brother Eskunder again became a

"prisoner with his enemies, and was immedijately conveyed to Isfahaun,

where he was placed in safe custody. This misfortune produced

eonsiderable indecision in the proceedings of Mirza Baykera, and e

-¥emained, for some days, stationary at Kundemaup, the position of
* 19th of May 1410..



A.H. 818,
A. D. 1415.

« holausset-ul-
akhbaur,

928

which we have not hitherto been able to ascertain; but the ardent
spirit of conquest again reanimating his bosom, he resumed his march
for Shirauz. In the mean time, fully apprized of his intentions,
Mirza lbraubim Sdltan, at the head of a numerous and well appoint-
ed army, was advancing from that city-to oppose him, and at the sta-
tion of Beyza, perhaps Obedah, the two kinsmen came to ‘a battle ;
Mirza Baykera, with the small body of troops under his standard, the
greater part without-defensive-armour of any description, preparing
for the conflict, with all the precision of maturer discipline, and
more powerful resources. At the first onset, Ibrauhim Stltan-com-
pletely drove before him-the right and left wings of his adversary ;
but Ameir Jullaul-ud-dein Abd Sheid, who commanded the right
wing of Mirza Baykera, hastening to the support of his prince in the

-centre, instead of quitting the field of battle with the fugitives, Bay«

kera, with admirable promptitude and intrepidity-of mind, immedi-
stely determined in conjunction with Aba Séeid, to make a desperate
push against the main body of ‘the troops of Shirauz, and succeeded
to the utmost of his expectations. Ibrauhim Stltan was unable to
withstand the fury of this onset, and, retiring from the field, made the

"best of his way towards Aberkouh; whither he had already had the

.precaution-to dispatch his'mother, together with the most valuable of
his effects, from Shiraug. :In consequence of his victory, Mirza
‘Baykera entered that city, the metropolis of Siliman as it is fre-
quently denominated by the Orientals, without further opposition,

-towards the ‘latter.-end of the former Rebbeia, of the eight bundred

and eighteenth of the hidjerah.* 1In the mean time, Mirza Ristum
at Isfahaun, had taken care to dispatch the unfortunate cause of

" these evils, his brother Eskunder, to explore the regions of another

world.

When, on the other hand, intelligence of these unlooked for chan-
ges was received at the court of Shah Rokh, that monarch proceed-
‘ed without delay to deliberate, with his ministers, on the measures to
‘be pursued for the speedy re-establishment of his authority ; and
having soon essembled a very powerful army for that purpose, he
took his departure for Shirauz, by the apparently circuitous route of

¢ Beginning of June 1416,



529

Jaum, Bestaum, Rey, Komm, Kashaun, and Isfahaun, on the 17th A. H. 818.
of the latter Jummaudy, of the same year;* Mirza Ibrauhim Sal- A D. 1415.

tan having been already sent in advance with a respectable force,.
in the hope of being able to reduce his revolted kinsman to his:
duty. Iu the course of the march a dispatch from Oligh Beg- at

Kholausset ul«
akhbaur-

Samarkand, announced the death of Mahommed Khaun, monarch of

Moghtilstaun, and the accession of Nekhsh-e-jahaun, grandson of

Khezzer Khoujah Oghlan, to the throne of Moghidl Tartary. To.
proceed, however, with the narrative, Mirza Baykera, rejecting all:
thoughts of accommodation, had shut himself up in Shirauz, in the:
belief that. Shah Rokh was not in person with his army ; but when,
in consequence of a communication from Mirza Ibrauhim, that mon-.
arch appeared himself in the neighborhood, Mirza Baykera could no.
longer affect to doubt the circumstance, and immediately gave him-.
self up to the most discouraging apprehensions.. Under more favora-.
ble circumstances having, however; cultivated a very intimate friend-.
ship with Mirza Baysungur, one of the sons of the Shah, he conceived |
the expedient of employing his faithful dependent Aba Seid, recently-
mentioned, to endeavor to persuade that young prince to become:
. his mediator for pardon with his father. Mirza Baysungur experi--
eaced no difficulty in introducing Abd Sieid to the presence of his.
father, to whom he communicated, without reserve, the object of his-
visit.. The agent was very favorably received by Shah Rokh, who-
evinced afresh the natural clemency of his disposition, by readily.
yielding to the intercession of his son, in bebalf of his revolted kins-.
man ; -whose guilt he then promised to consign to oblivion. Return-.
ing 1mmediately to Shirauz, Ameir Abl Saeid communicated without:
delay to Mirza Baykera, the encouraging result of  his mission; and:
on sunday evening, accordingly, of the 5th of Ramzaun,t the latter:
prince hastened from the city, to present himself to his uncle; who,.
so far faithful to his engagement, forbore to offer the slightest injury.
to the person of the shahzidah. But to guard against any future at-.
tempts of his ambition; he dispatched him in the custody of those in.

® 23rcd of August 1416, Our immartal Harry V. lauded in Erance on the 1st of Auguali

of the sume year,
' 1 8th of November 1416...
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A. H.81819. whom he could safely confide to Kandahaur; where he was destined’
A.D. 141516, ;emain under the supervision of Mirza Keydou the son of Peir
Khbolausset-ul- : . ;

skhbaur, :Mahommed Jahangueir.

Shah Rokh continued at Shirauz for ‘the remaining:part-of the month
‘of Ramzaun ; restoring the government of that city, and-the province
-of Farss, to his son Ibrauhim Sdltan. At the same time, he conceived
it prudent to consign the territory and cities of Komm, Kashaun,

Rey, and Réstumdaur,to the boundaries of Guilan, te the able ma-
nagement of -the veteran Eliauss, or Elias Khaujah—probably as the
best qualified to resist ‘the encroachments of Kara Ylssuf, and the
Tarkomauns. Having then made a short excursion to Kauzerin, at
the foot of the mountains, in order to visit the tomb of Stitan Sheikh
Abd Ishauk,and of other celebrated Peirs in that -district, the Shah
firally quitted Shirauz, directing his march towards Kermaun, with
the design of reducing the whole of that province under his aathority.
But on reaching Seirjaun, Seyud Shums.ud-dein Ally the Bemmian
. repaired to his presence,in behalf of Siltan Aweiss, the ruler of the
country, to implore that, in compassion to the inhabitants, he would
eontinue -his march for Kherassaun, without entering the province ;
and engaging, in that case, by all the means in his power, ata proper .
period, to conduct the Séltan to do unqualified homage in his pre-
‘sence. Incompliance with the intreaties of this Seyud, Shah Rokh,
immediately recalled the detachments which had been already sent of?
towards Jireft, and the Gurrumseyr, and withdrew through the desert,
into Khorassaun; returning to Herét in the middle of Mohurrem, of
the eight hundred and nineteenth of the hidjerah.®* We cannot here
omit to observe, from the Rouzut-us-suff, that during the 818th of
the hidjerah, Shah Rokhordered the castle of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, con-
tiguous to the northern wall of Herlt and originally erected by Melek
Fakher-ud. dein of the race of Guerret, but subsequently demolished
by Teymir, to be entirely rebuilt from the foundations; a labour which,
according to some written memorials that escaped the ravages of time,
required the exertions of no less than seven hundred thousand work-
men to carry to its accomplishment—but for what period is not exactly

-explained.

* Middle of March 1416,
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It was onhis return from Shirauz, on this occasion, that Shah Rokh A. H.s19.

invested his son Baysungur, with the important office of first minister
of his Diwaun—president of the council of state perhaps—which he
. retained, with equal credit to himself and advantage to the people,.
during the remainder of his life. Much about the same crisis, Mirza -
Meirek Ahmed the son of Omar Sheikh, whom we have recently
mentioned as having been constrained to retire into Moghdlstaun, in
consequence of hostilities with Oligh Beg, thought it prudent to.
return and claim the protection of the Shah, who received him with-
equal kindness and indulgence. Nevertheless, a very short time:
afterwards, he was detected in concert with Mirza Aylengur, one of
the grandsons of Meiran Shah, hatching fresh plots of sedition and
hostility, which did not, however, escape the vigilance of his protec-
tor. While he was engaged in developing the mazes, and provid-
ing against the effects of this plan of treason .and ingratitude, Shah
Rokh received a dispatch also from Mirza Keydou, at Kandahaur,in-
which that prince announced a conspiracy against himself on the part -
of Mirza Baykera, in consequence of which, he had found it expedient
to place his person under restraint, until he should receive instruc-
tions from Herit, in what manner he was to be further disposed of.
In.reply to this, Mirza Keydou was desired to convey his turbulent
kinsman across. the Indus, with permission to proceed to whatever
quarter he chose in that direction. With regard to Mirza Meirek:

A. D.1416.

Kholausset-ul-
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Ahmed, and the associate of his designs Mirza Aylengur, the former :

wag significantly advised to make the pilgrimage to Mekkah, and the
latter to try the effect of a voyage to sea; and proper persons were -
employed to take care that they disposed of themselves, precisely in,.
the manner thus indicated to them. At all events, they are described
to have departed, never after to he heard of. With respect to Mirza .
Baykera, Mirza Keydou ventured.to deviate from the letter of his .
instructions, by declining the hazard of dismissing that prince.to take
his range among the nations on the other side the Indus ; on the con-
trary, when Shah Rokh was on his march-towards Kandahaur, du-.
ring the eight hundred and twentieth of the hidjerah, the captive -
prince was conveyed, in conformity with subsequent orders, to the .
royal camp,from whence he was immediately sent towards Samarkand; ;
and of him also we haye no further information..,
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It has been recently observed, that a certain Seyud Shums-ud-dein
Bemmi had undertaken, at a particular period, to conduct Stltan
Aweiss of Kermaun, to the presence of Shah Rokh, provided the
royal armies should be made to withdraw, without committing further

‘depredations upon the inhabitants. ‘It now appears, that on returning

from his interview with the Shah to the capital of Kermaun, the
Seyud found, nevertheless, that his influence was not sudficiently
strong with the Sdltan, to prevail upon him to accompany him to

‘court; and he was therefore constrained to proceed to Herat alone,

in order to report his failure. This, as might have been expected.
produced considerable resentment in the mind of Shah Rokh; and
the Ameirs Ibrauhim son of Jahaun Shah Berlas, and Hussun Souffy
Terkhan, with the governors of Ferah and Seiestaun, at the head of a
powerful body of troops, were directed, by that monarch, to proceed
immediately to the effectual reduction of Kermaun. Having entered
the province accordingly, these chiefs compelted the Saltan to shut
himself up in his capital, in which he was some time afterwards
closely invested. When, however, he had sustained a siege of seventy
days, Sdltan Aweiss sent a deputation to propose that his besiegers
should again withdraw; and, provided their sovereign would promise
on his part once more to forgive his disobedience, to engage now most
faithfully to convey, himself, in a posture the most humble and abject,
to do homage of duty in the royal presence. These proposals were

- transmitted to court, without delay, by the besieging generals ; and

they were intormed, in reply, that if Siltan Aweiss were truly sincere
in his professions, it behoved him immediately to dispatch a person
in his confidence to Herht, in order to furnish some pledge for the
performance of his engagements—in which case the besieging army
might saspend their operations; otherwise they were on no consider-
ation whatever to quit Kermaun, until the capital was actually in
their possession. The orders which they had received were punc-
tually made known to Stltan Aweiss, by the generals of Shah Rokh,
and that chief accordingly fixed upon Sheikh Hussun, an officer in
his confidence, to proceed to the presence of the Shah as he had
been required to do; and the agent thus employed having been ad-
mitted to an interview with the monarch, on his arrival at Herat,
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réxperienced but little difficulty in obtaining from him a solemn en-
gagement, on oath, that so far from entertaining any design hostile to
the person of the Stltan, he should treat him with distinguished
kindness, whenever he chose to make his appearance. The agent re-
turned immediately into Kermaun ; and having faithfully advertised
Siltan Aweiss of all that had occurred during his wnission, the latter

A. H. 819 20,
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divested himself of all further apprehension, and repaired to Hert;

where, according to our author, he experienced from Shah Rokh, the
most abundant proof of the benevolent and bounteous disposition of
that monarch. Some months afterwards, it however appears, that he
was conducted to pass his days in exile at Samarkand.

So far back as the beginning of the former Rehbeia,* Shah Beh&-ud-
dein Yengui Shah, one of the princes of Buddukhshaun, had arrived
at Herdt, to complain of the disturbances occasioned in that country,
through the refractoryand licentious measures pursued by his brothers.
In consequence of this it was determined, on the part of Shah Rokh,
to confer the government of that inaccessible province upon his son
Seytirghetmesh, at this period about nineteen years of age; and accor-
dingly, towards the close of the same year, the eight hundred and
nineteenth of the hidjerah,t he was disspatched, accompanied by the
above-mentioned Yengui Shah, to take possession. Towards the
end of the latter Rebbeia of the year 820,31 the author of the Rouzut-
us-suffa notices the honorable dismission of a second embassy from
Déeyming Khaun, the emperor of China, with suitable presents for
that monarch ; after having participated in a sumptuous entertainment
given tu Oligh Beg, at this period on a visit at his father’s court,
from Samarkand; and, on the 10th of the former Jummaudy,§ we
find recorded the birth of Alld-ud-doulah, one of the sons of Mirza
Baysungur, who will be frequently mentioned hereafter. On the
10th of Rudjub of the same year,]|| Shah Rokh proceeded from He-
rit on an expedition towards Kandahaur, destined to the chastise-
ment of the Afghan, and Hazaurah tribes, in that neighborhood.
On the 14th of Shabaun,** he encamped on the river Heirmund, and
was there joined by his son Seytrghetmesh, accompanied by the

® May 1416. .- + January 1417, { Beginningof June 1417.
$ 156th of June 1417. § 220d of August, ** 25th of September,
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A.H.820. Ameciis Ibrauhim son of Jahaun Shah, and Noushirvaun, from Bud=
mf%s:;l% dukshaun, which he appears. to have placed under the authority of-
akhbayr, the same. Yengui Shah.already described; and on the 22d of the
same montb, Shah Rokh arrived in the vicinity of Kandahaur. In
the following. month of Ramzaun,* a. deputation composed of the
chief.magistrates, and principal inhabitants of Gheznein, appeared to
do homage to-the authority of the Shah; but soon afterwards, a
person. from the camp of Mirza. Keydou brought intelligence that
that prince had suddenly, and unaccountably, withdrawn himself from -
the same authority.. This information was received with an appeart-
ance of indifference by Shab Rokh, who merely observed that Key-.
dou had peradventure been seized with some absurd and groundless.
alarm, without considering it at all unecessaty to order any one in-
pursuit of the fugitive. On the 9th of the same month of Ramzaun
a second messenger arrived to announce that, neither at Kabil nor
Gheznein, was there left a vestige of or any one belonging to the ah-
sconded Mirza ; and Ameir Ibrauhim the son of Jahaun Shah was .
then, and not before, dispatched to that quarter, with instructions,.
should the misguided prince make his appearanee, to invite him to.
an accommodation ; to which, if. he acceded, Ameir Ibraubim was, .
without further advice, to invest him with the government of Ghez-
nein ; otherwise, he was to take possession of the whole of the coun-.
try, in behalf of the Shah.

In the mean time, presents to a considerable extent, in horses and
camels, were conveyed to court on the part of the chiefs of the Ha-.
zaurah districts, together. with concessions sufficiently satisfactory
on the subject of tribute and allegiance ; after which, Shah Rokh .
returned from Kandahaur to the banks of the Heirmund, where he
had determined to take up his winter quarters. . During the period
in which he remained in cantonments on that river, he suffered by a
fall from his horse, some material injury in one of his arms, or perhaps
hands ; and a certain Oustaud Meirdg, eminent for his skill in surgery, .
although, by profession, an artificer of bows and arrows, was sent far -
in all haste from HerAt, in order to undertake the. cure ; which he ap- .
pears to have accomplished without much difficulty. . It was during

& 13th of Octobes, .



533

‘thie same period of inaction, that the office of Vezzeir was lodged in
the hands of Gheyauth-ud-dein Peir Ahmed, of Khawauf, by whom
it was retained to the very conclusion of the reign of Shah Rokh.

Ameir Ibrauhim the son of Jahaun Shah had, towards the end of the

month of Ramzaun,* already returned from his mission towards Ka-
bél and Gheznein, and announced that Mirza Keydou was on his
way to the royal presence, in order to make his submission. Ameir
Sheikh Likman Berlaus, on the contrary, who had been dispatched
among the Hazaurah tribes, in order to collect the stipulated tribute,
transmitted information that, after a residence of several days, instead
of folfilling their epgagements, he found them disposed, under every
possible pretext, to protract and elude the payments for which they
had pledged themselves. In consequence of this, the Ameirs Ma-
hommed Souffy, and Moussa, were necessarily employed, by order of
the Shah, to over-run and lay waste the country; which having exe-
cuted, and further sufficiently chastised the insolence of these re-
fractory hordes, they rejoined the camp of their sovereign on the
Heirmund.

At the commencement of the spring, or moderate season, of the
821st of the hidjerah, Shah Rokh nominated Mirza Sunjur, another

of the sons of Peir Mahommed Jahangueir, assisted by the Ameirs.

Yadgaur Shah Erlaut, Feyrouz Shah, and Alleikah, to maintain good
order and tranquillity in this quarter; with instructions, when Mirza
Keydou shonld present himself in conformity with his promise, to
conduct him to Herat ; otherwise, to employ the force under his au-
thority, in order to seize and bring him to court by compulsion. Shah
Rokh then broke up from his wiater quarters ; and, proceeding into
Khorassaun, entered the capital on the second day of Mohurrem, of the
year just mentioned.+ In the early part of the former Rebbeia,} in-

telligence was received of the death, in Azerbdijaun, of Mirza Saud-e-.

Wokauss, the son of Mahommed Sdltan, son of Jahangueir; of whose
ill-advised and unprovoked flight from Komm, and defection to K&ra
Y dssuf, notice was formerly takea. In the mean time, the Ameirs
employed in the government of Kandahaursucceeded at last, in pre-

* Begioning of November A. D. 1417. + 8th of February 1418,
3 Beginning of April, .

A.H. 820-21.
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his uncle; and; being soon afterwards,. accordingly, conducted to
Herat, he there appears to have experienced from Shah Rokh, those
proofs of regard and indulgence, which, from his dilatory and evasive
conduct, he had possibly little reason toc expect.. Shortly afterwards,.
information. was. received that the Shahs, or petty princes. of Bude
dukhshaun, were again in a state of.revolt; in consequence of which,
Mirza Seytrghetmesh was a second time dispatched to that:quarter,,
accompauied by some of the most distinguished Ameirs of(Khoras-
sauil, together with a bedy of troops collected from the provinces of

-~ Kandahaur, Bakalaun, and Arheng, in order to reduce these refrac-

tory mountain chiefs once more to. their allegiance. When the
Shahzidah had, however, reached the station of Keshem, and had been
further reinforced by five thousand of the troops of Transoxiana, the-
son of Shah BehA-ud-dein, the paramount prince of the country, sent.
his agent, Khaujah Tauje-ud-dein Hussun Attaur, one of the most.
learned men of his age, to the presence of Shah Rokh, with the most
submissive professions of duty and loyalty, and a specific and formal
engagement to remit, without further failure, the stipulated tribute to .
the royal exchequer. The mediation of Khaujah Hussun wasfavorably.
received by Shah Rokh, and he counsented to overlook the recent-
disobedience of the Buddukhshanian chiefs; whom he now reconfirm-.
ed in their authority. Seydrghetmesh and the troops under his orders,
were then recalled into Khorassaun.

It has been already observed, that Mirza Keydou had, to all ap-.
pearance, been completely restored to the favor of his royal relative..
Nevertheless, forgetful of his numerous obligations, and mindful only:
of the power which he had lost, the young prince suffered himself to -
be again led astray by the counsels of the evil disposed ; and on the
night of the 19th of Rudjub,* suddenly. withdrew from Herht, taking
the road towards Kandabaur. Being, however, immediately and
vigorously pursued by Mirza Baysungur, he was after sustaining.
several desperate attacks on his march, at last compelled to suirender.
his person to that prince, at the town of Seberz; and being securely.
eonducted back again to Herat, he was now closely imprisoned.in.

® 215t of August 1418, .
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dlie citadel of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein. The government of the whole of the A. H. 822823,

provinces of Kandahaur, Kabil, and Gheznein, was, after this, final-
ly vested in Mirza Seydrghetmesh, at this period about twenty years
of age.

In the course of the month of Shabaun, of what would appear to
be the eight bundred and twenty-second of the hidjerah,* according
to the statements of the Rouzut-us-suffa, Shah Rokh, led by his
ardent zeal and veneration for the family of the prophet, and for the
memory of the righteous Iinaums, was engaged in a visit of devotion
to the mausoleum of Ally Ruzza, at Mish-hed; where he now caused
a superb lamp of gold, some time since prepared by the most skilful
workmen, under his instructions, to be suspended to the dome of the
sacred shrine. On aformer visit, the royal consort, Gouher-shaud Aga,
had laid the foundation of a noble mosque, by the side of the mauso-
leum; and, as it was now pnearly completed, the structure was viewed
by the Shah, with equal admiration and applause, both with respect
to the elegance of the design, and to the beauty and delicacy of the
workmanship. During his residence here, on this occasion, Shah
Rokh moreover designed,.and carried into execution, the plan of a
fair palace and suite of gardens to the eastward of the town, to serve
for his accommodation during any future visit to the sepulchre of the
Imaum. He then proceeded to the neighboring city of Touss, where
he further signalized his. benevolent disposition, by various acts of
charity extended to the devout mendicants, and other classes of the
poor, settled about that place: after which he took his departure for
Herit, which he reached on the first day of Ramzaun.t While Shah
Rokh was absent on this visit to the shrine of Ally Ruzza, the am-

bassadors of Khathi again made their appearance at Herat, for the

third time since his accession, with an infinite variety of presents,
and with letters of the most friendly tendenecy from Dieyming Khaun,

the Chinese emperor still on the throne. The nature and objects of

this embassy have, it seems, been described at large by other authors :
it bas been considered sufficient to mention, in this place, that it was.
accompanied by Ardesheir Nowaei, the ambassador of Herat, who.
had proceeded with the former mission on its departure for China..

* August 1419, + 20th of September 1419,
VOL. I1I, 8.z
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A.H.822828.  Angther event which has been thought worthy of record, was the
A.D. 1419-1420. . . -
Kbolanssetai. arrival, on the 21st of the same month,* of the daughter of Shumma-
- akbbaur, . jahaun, monarch of the country of -the Moghtls; whom Shah Rokh
| had demanded as the bride of his son Mirza Mahommed Jouky, then
in his eighteenth year, a splendid entertainment being provided for
the reception of this princess, by the queen consort Gouher-shaud
Aga. The nuptials of the-illustrious pair weresoon afterwards solemn-
. ized with the usual forms, and with a magnificence proportioned
to their exalted birth. The succeeding wintert was passed by Shah
‘Rokh, at Baudgheiss; and it was then finally determined, as soon as
- the necessary arrangements should have been completed, to carry into
execution the designs against Kfra ¥Wdssuf and the Tarkomaun
government of Azerbiijaun: which had been so'long procrastinated, in
consequence alone of the ‘dcmestic ‘troubles hitherto prevailing,
throughout the possessions of the house of Teymir.
From the period at which the-unfortunate Meiran Shah perished, in
‘the conflict with the troops of Kéra Yissuf, the project of avenging
the death of his brother had, indeed, never been totally ‘laid aside by
-Shah Rokh. But, in the eight hundred and twenty third of the hid-
Jjerah, when the whole -of the territory of Khorassaun, with Mazau-
-deraun, Mawer-un-neher, Buddukhshaun, Kab(l, Gheznein, Seies-
taun, Kermaun, Farss, and Irdk Ajem, had been entirely subjugated,
and relieved from the mischiefs -of internal hostility, the Shah con-
‘ceived that the moment was:arrived when he should retaliate the
injuries of his family: and accordingly, having already assembled a
part of his troops, he proceeded, on the fifteenth of the month of
Shabaun -of the year just mentioned,} from Herat, on his march for
Azerbiijaun. )
Rouvzut-us- . On:the 19th of the following month of Ramzaun,§ he had not y
“.advanced beyend the precincts of the town of Jaum. Oa the 18th he
‘passed by the city of Neyshapir; on the 29th he arrived at Baharabad,
‘where he'remained to celebrate the festival at the conclusion of Ram-
-zaun; and on the 6th of Shavaul,|| he encamped among the meadows
.of Kherkan. On the 10th of the same month he reached Damaghaun,

# 10th of October 1419. + 0f1420. 1 24th of August 1420.
- § 19th of September, 1| 13th of October.
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o the neighborhood of which town, several elephants were conveyed A. H. 823-824.
to his camp from the proviuce of Mazanderaun, where it would appear A, D. 1420-1421. .
that they had been kept for the convenience of subsistance. On the Ro::&l‘:u"
14th he had continued his march to Semnaun ; and on the 20th® he
arrived, througl the defiles of Derrah-nimmek. [the salt pass,]in the
territory of Veraumin. Inthe mean time he had, at successive stages,
been joined by the several contingents from the different provinces
under his authority; so that at this period, according to a regular liss
of enrolments presented by the Towatcheis, or commissarjes of array,
his army, in cavalry alone, amounted to no less than two hundred
thousand men. ’

The preparations of Kita Ylssufon the other hand, were on a scale
not less formidable and extensive; and he had already encamped, at "
the head of ‘a very numerous and well appointed force, in the neigh«
borhood of Oujaun. Such indeed was the degree of awe, with which-
the nobles ofthe court-of Shah Rokh had been generally inspired, by
the known courage and martial skill of the warlike Tarkoman, that
many of them began tosink under discouraging speculations. Among
other reflections it-did notfail to occur to them, that while the horses
of the Tdrkomaunian army were fresh and full of vigor; those of their
antagonists were fatigued, and exhausted, by their long and wearisome
marches from various distant quarters; and it was moreover observed,
that the winter was now close at hand. But on those who had wit«
nessed so many- obstacles surmounted, and perplexities dispelled,
through the unvarying ascendancy of Shah Rokh’s fortune, these
considerations produced ‘but little impression. Ameir Shah Melek: ,
had, it would appear, some time since already dispatched one of his
officers to Kara Y dssuf, to remind him in a sort of friendly way, how
carefully it behoved the prudent-man to avoid every circumstance -
that had a tendency to bring reproach on, or to tarnish a well earned-:
fame ; but if it had already unfortunately happened that something
of the kind should have occurred on his part, it -was not yet impos-
sible, by seasonable coneessjons, to secure the indulgence of Shah .
Rokh; neither could it by any one be ascribed to him as a reproach,
that he should have availed himself of the earliest convenient oppor--

* 27th of October, '
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tunity to accommodate his differences with so august, and magnani=
mous a monarch, as the sovereign of Khorassaun. As some repara-
tion for past injuries it was, however, an indispensable preliminary,
that the Tarkomaun should relinquish his possession of both Sl
tauniah and Kazvein, which he now held in direct defiance of the
authority of the Shah.

Confident in the immensity of his resources, and in the attachment
of the neighboring powers, Kara Y dssuf received this overture with
the highest disdain; shutting up the messenger by whom it was con-
veyed in the prisons of Tebreiz, and immediately assembling the
troops from every part of the territory subject to his authority—with
the determination to contend, to the utmost extremity, in support of
his usurpations. Apprized of this resolution, Shah Rokh, rejecting
from his mind all further earthly expedients, betook himselfin hum-
ble supplication to him, whose attention is never withheld from the
prayers of the faithful, the sure hope of the distressed, earnestly im-
ploring his aid to bear him triumpbant, through the enterprize in
which he was engaged. Through the agency of some invisible and
mysterious power, it is said to have been announced to him, that his
prayers were heard ; and the reciters of the Korin, of whom there
were numbers in constant attendance, were in consequence immedi-
ately directed to repeat the Sourut-ul-Fateha, or chapter of victory
at the commencement of the Korin, twelve thousand times over.
Thus armed at all points, Shah Rokh dispatched Ameir Yassuf
Khaujah, with one thousand horse towards Kazvein, which was taken
possession of without difficulty; the governor abandoning the place
at the approach of that officer, and retiring to Saltauniah. Ameir
Jahaun Shah, one of the sons of Kara Ydssuf, was at this crisis, in
charge of the government of Siltauniah; and no circumstance was
omitted, on his part, to provide for the resolute and effectual defence
of the city entrusted to his care, the moment he became apprized, by
the fugitives from Kazvein, that the troops of Shah Rokh were ad-
'vancing in that direction.

Butat the very moment that the armies ofShah Rokh were entering
Irék Ajem, and Ameir Jahaun Shah had completed his arrangements

for the defence of Stltauniah, an express from Tebreiz arrived to an-
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mounce to the latter the death of his father, at Oujaun, on thursday
the 7th of Zilkaudah, of the eight hundred and twenty-third of the
hidjerah ;* and a messenger from Kagvein immediately afterwards
conveyed the intelligence to Shah Rokb, now encamped in the neigh.
borhood ot Rey. Such is described, at the same time, to have been
the consternation into” which the Tdrkomans were thrown by this
event, that, although none of the Khorassaunian troops had yet shewn
themselves further to the westward than Rey, which appears to be
at least twenty leagues fromn Oujaun, they instantly dispersed in every
direction; leaving, in the encampment, of the whole of that immense
army, not a single individual of the numerous train of their late pu-
issant chietf. The tents of the departed monarch were rifled by a
lawless banditti; his lifeless corse was stripped of its apparel ; and
the very ears cut off, for the gold rings which were suspended to
tbem. The body was, nevertheless, subsequently conveyed to Arjeis,
or Arjish, on the lake of Van, and there quietly deposited in the
sepulchre of the family.

In consequence of these events, Mirza Baysungur was detached
immediately towards Tebreiz; while Shah Rokh in person, proposing
to take up his quarters for the winter at Karabaugh, directed his
march to the northward, by Stltauniah, Ardebeil, and Moghaun, and
crodsing the Araxes on the 8th of Zilhudje, encamped at Karabaugh
on the following day.t

In the mean time, Mirza Baysungur had entered the metropolis of
Tebreiz towards the middle of the month of Zilkaudah,} and pro-
ceeded, without delay, to exert his authority for the establishment
of a just and equitable government3 after which, and when he had
secured the submission of Ameir Bibajee Gioroudy, whe had hither-
to stood on his defence, from an apprehension of punishmeant for his
treatment of Ameir Jahaun Shah Jaukou, whom, under the authority
of Mirza Omar the son of Meiran Shah, he had cut off in retaliation
for the death of his father, the young prince hastened also to the
general winter quarters at Karabaugh.

A.H. 823 824.
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We cannot omit to remark in this place, from the Rouzut-us.suffd, -

the circumstance of a fourth embassy from Dieyming Khaun fe-
* 12th November 1420, + 14th December, 1 About 18th November.
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ceived; towards the commencement of the eight-hundred and'twenty
fourth of the hidjerah, by Oligh beg: at Samarkand, on its returns
from-the presence of Shah Rokh.* - This mission left Samarkand on:
its way-to China, on the first day of Suffur ;t and it was accompanied,
on the present occasion, by the follewing .individuals deputed by.
the Tcheghataian princes, and their dependents. Ameir-Shaudy
Khoujah, on the part of Shah Rokh; Stltan Ahmed, and Khaujah.
Gheyauth-ud-dein Nekaush, [a painter],. on. that of Mirza Baysun-
gur; Ameir Hussun, and Pehlewaun Jummaul, on the part of Mirza
Ibrauhim Stitan, from Shirauz; Ameir Erkedauk, on . the.part of
Mirza Seytrghetmesh, from Gheznein; Ardowaun from- Ameir Shah:
Melek, as prince of Khaurezm ; and lastly Khaujah Tauje-ud-dein, . -
from the tributary princes of Buddukhshaun. Besides these they
were attended, moreover, by a number of merchants, and-other adven-
turers, from different parts of the Persian territory, desirous of em-
bracing. the opportunity of the journey te China. Neither is it
uninteresting to notice the construction, about the same. period, of an. .
observatory at Samarkand, by Mirza Oltigh Beg, the most important .
result of which was the formation of the Zeytch-e-jedeid-e-Goure«
kauni, or new astronomical tables of Oltigh Beg; subsequently in
general use for their calculations, among the Oriental astronomers.

Early in the spring of the year eight hundred and twenty-four, the
Shah broke up from his winter quarters at Karabaugh ; and having
recrossed the Araxes, on the 3d of the former Jummaudy,:{: ~-he was .
prevailed upon by the reports of the eountry, shortly afterwards, to
attack the fortress. of Bayezzid, then in the hands of the officers of
Ameir Aspend the son of Kbra Yiissuf. The place, nothwitstanding
it was furnished with every species of supply, and with sstorzs of
every discription, in the utmost abundance, was, however, taken

- possession of, on.the very day-ef its investiture, the 23d of the month

of Jammaudy. On the 16th of the latter month of that name,§ Shah,
Rokh encamped in the neighborhood of Arjeis, near the northern
angle of the lake of Van; and on the following day: his standard was,

displayed in the territory of Aukbulauk. From hence he permitted.
* This on retrospection however, must have been that which visited Shah Rokh in thq .
month of Ramzaun, of the preceding year,
t 4th February 1421. ¢ 6th of May 1421. § 17th of June,
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‘the governors -of the surrounding provinces, who hastened to his
presence in great numbers, during his progress through the country,
to return, loaded with favors, to their respective places of abode; after
which, he appears to have changed the direction of his march, and
proceeded towards Tebreiz. :

In the course of this march, intelligence was, however, conveyed
to him, that Eskunder and Aspend, the sons of Kéra Yassuf, had

A. H. 824.
A. D. 1421,

Kholausset-ul-
akhbaur,

contrived to reassemble a powerful body of troops; with which they -

evinced a determined desiga, at the first opportunity, to repossess
themselves of the metropolis of Tebreiz. In consequence of such
information, Shah Rokh conceived it expedient to return towards
Adeljouz and Ekhlaut, both on the lake of Van, in quest of the
enemy, who were encamped in a position between those two places,
The Tiarkoman chiefs do not appear to have declined the conflict, to
which they were brought in the latter end of the month of Rudjub.*
On this occasion, apprehensive of the impression which the elephants
“with the army of the Shah might produce upon their horses, the
Tdrkowmans are described to have formed models of clay in the shape
of that stupendous animal, cased in iron harness, before which, they
had for some time previously exercised their cavalry, in order to ac-
custom them to the sight. Be this, however, as it may, the con-
tending armies engaged for the whole of the first day, without de-
cisive advantage on either side. The conflict of the second day
terminated in the same manner. But on the third day, which is
stated to have been the first of Shabaun,t although the left wing of
the army of Shah Rokh is acknowledged to have been defeated by
the impetuosity of the Tdrkomans, the victory was finally decided in
favor of the Shah ; principally through the address of his general the
veteran Shah Melek, who caused it to be suddenly proclaimed from
the centre, that Ameir Aspend the son of Kara Ydssuf was his pris-
oner. Panic-stricken by the report of lis brother’s misfortune,
Eskunder and his troops almost immediately quitted the field of
battle, and were pursued with considerable slaughter by the now

victorjous Shahrokhians,
On the day subsequent to that of his victory, which is represented
to have been gained at a place called Ateshguerd, Shah Rokh resums

* End of July, 1 31stof July,
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ed his march, by the way of Khoui, for Tebreiz;; where he appears:

- to have arrived, without further obstacle,about the middle of the

same month of Shabaun. From Tebreiz, he proceeded some time af-

terwards to Kazvein, whence the Mirzas lbrauhim Saltan, and Ris-

tum, were permitted to take their departure, the one for Shirauz,

and the other for his government of Isfahaun. On entering the

frontiers of Khorassaun, towards the beginning of Ramzaun, Shah.
Melek was also permitted to take his departure,. by the way of
Asterabad, for his go&ernment of Khaurezm ; and on the 19th of

the succeeding month of Shavaul, of the eight hundred and twenty--
fourth of the hidjerah,* Shah Rokh returned once more in triumph

to his capital of Herdt. Shortly afterwards, the ambassadors of

Khuzzer Khaun, monarch of Dehly, made their appearance at Herht,

with some curious and valuable presents from their master; among

these, not the least curious esteemed, was a Glrgdenn, or Rhinoccros, .
which excited extraordinary admiration by its prodigious strength, .
and the impenetrability of its hide.

The succeeding years 825, 826, and 827, appear to have passed.
away, without the occurrence of any thing of sufficient importance
to engage the-attention of the historian ; Shah Rokh being employed,
during the whole of this period, within his province of Khorassaun,
in the tranquil pursuits of peace, and in promoting the happiness of
his people, by an impartial administration of justice, and by the -
removal of every species of oppression, and violence, from the face -
of the land.

During the eight hundred and twenty-eighth of the hidjerah,t-
Mirza Oligh Beg, with a great army formed of the troops of his .
province, was engaged in an expedition into Jettah, and Moghul-
staun; in the course of which, he is said to have signally defeated -
Sheir Mahommed Oghlan, the monarch of those countries. He then
returned to Samarkand, the metropolis of his government, from whence
he repaired shortly afterwards on a visit to Herat; where, on the 15th
of Zilhudje of the same year,} he was affectionately received by his
father, and such of his brothers as were on the spot.  After the resi=.

) _‘ 16th of October, 1421. + November 1424 to November 1425.
’ 1 28th of October, 1425, -
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‘dence of a few days, he was accompanied on his return to Samarkand, A. H. s24.830.
by his brother Mahommed Jouky. In the former month of Rebbeia, A D. 14311437
of the year eight hundred and twenty-nine,* the able, just,and war- Klﬂﬁ;::.t:ul'
kke Ameir Shah Melek, so often mentioned in these pages, is stated
to have withdrawn from this abode of trouble, to receive the reward
of his virtues in the mansions of eternal bliss. He died in the gov-
ernment of Khaurezm, in which he was succeeded, under the authority
of Shah Rokh, who is described to have received the intelligence of
his dissolution with the utmost concern and regret, by his son Ameir
Ibrauhim. The remains of the departed chief were conveyed to
Mush-hed, and there deposited in the earth close by the side of the
mausoleum of Ally Ruzza. On the 16th of Mohurrem, of the following
year [830].t occurred also, at Gheznein, the death of Mirza Seydr-
ghetmesh, the fourth son of Shah Rokh, when he had scarcely at-
wined to his nine and twentieth year. His governments, including
those of Kandabaur, Kabdl, and Gheznein, were immediately con-
ferred upon his son, Mirza Stltan Mdssboud.

In the course of the same year [830], an unfavorable turn appears
to have taken place in the affairs of Ologh Beg, from the hostilities
whichbrokeoutbetweenhim and Borauk Oghlan, monarch of the Ouz-
beks; whohad,ina great measure,beenbroughtup under his protection,
and who now evinced his ingratitude, by an unprovoked invasion of
the territory in the neighborhood of Soghnauk, or Saganac. Oldgh
Beg prepared without delay to repel the aggression, dispatching, at
the same time, to advise his father of the unexpected contest in
which he was about to be engaged. Shah Rokh, with that modera-
tion which appears to have been a distinguished feature in his char-
acter, endeavoured to dissuade him from proceeding to extremity ;
nevertheless, he did not fail to send his brother Mahommed Jouky,
recently returned from Samarkand, at the head of a powerful rein-
forcement, immediately to his assistance. When that prince had
crossed the Jeyhdn, he found that his brother had already proceeded
with what troops he could collect, towards Soghnauk, with the de-
termination, .at all hazards, of giving battle to his adversary; and he
therefore hastened, with all the expedition in his power, to join him

'#® January 1426, + 16th of November, 1428,
oL, 111, 4 a



546

_A.H.824830. before he should have finally committed. himself.. In this he happi-
A. z;—:%—-—ﬂ ly succeeded without obstacle shortly. afterwards ; and the brothers -
‘akhbaur, now proceeded together with united force to give battle to-the Ouz- .
bek. But the issue was by no means.such as might have been cal.:
culated upon, from these favorable beginnings. . The Ouzbek prince -
did not decline the conflict, which terminated in-a decisive and sig- .
nal victory.over the two brothers; who were compelled to abandon .
the field of battle in the utmost consternation..

But, among the events which distinguished the year-830,that which .
appears to have excited the greatest astonishment and alarm, was the -
attempt made against the life of Shah Rokh, by an obscure and des-..
perate assassio; which is briefly described in the following terms. On .
friday the 28d of the latter month of Rebbeia,* just as the Shah-
was about to quit the principal mosque of Herat, after -the perfar- .
mance of his devotions, a person of the name of Ahmed Laorr, after-
wards discovered to have deen the disciple of a certain Moulana Fuz- .
zul-ullab of Asterabad, clad in a coarse blanket, or hair-cloth, hastily -
ran up with a paper in one hand, as if in the act of demanding jus- -
tice, and at the same instant plunged his knife into the belly of the -
unsuspecting monarch. The assassin was instantly put to death by .
Ally Sialtan Koutchin, having first obtained the. concurrence of his -
bleeding master; although the ends of justice would have been better
attained, if he had been suffered to survive for examination. The
Ameirs Alleikah Koukeltaush, and Feyrouz Shah, were attending on .
horseback at the entrance of the mosque; and the latter being immedi- .
ately called to by Shah Rokh, and hastening to the spot without -
dismounting, was sufficiently astonished when he perceived what .
had just taken place. . Observing, however, that the wounded mon-
arch was about to place himself in a litter, in order to return to his .
palace, he ventured to suggest that if he could passibly support the -
effort, he should proceed on horseback; as the only expedieat to ob-,
viate the 'dange‘rs that might otherwise arise, from the circulation of .
uncertain and contradictory reports relative ta his personal safety. .
In compliance with. this.suggestion, weak as he found himself from
loss of blood, Shah Rokh immediately mounted on horseback, and -

* 20th of February, 1427, '
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“proceeded through the public market places of the city, to his palace A.H. 830-831,
. D. 1427.

‘o the Baugh-e-zaughan, or raven gardens; the kettle-drums, and other G—— seset-ule
imperial music, being directed to strike up with the usual majesty of akhbaur,
effect. Fortunately, the Shah’s wound was not of a nature to pro-

‘duce any serious injury, and was soon cured through the profession-

al skill and exertions of his medical attendants; neither was the mis-
‘chievous attempt followed by any other inconvenience than the alarm

of the moment, which subsided as soon as the extent of the danger

became properly understood. :

Mirza Baysungur, and the Ameirs of the court, however, regrettmg,

when too late, the prompt but premature justice executed upon the

assassin, proceeded to investigate the circumstances connected with

this nefarious attempt; and as Moula Maurrouf, a celebrated copyer

of manuscripts once in the service of Mirza Eskunder, the son of

Owmar Sheikh, and a certain Khaujah Ezzed-ud-dein, had both in-

curred the suspicion of having been on terms of intimacy with the
miscresut Ahmed Lorr, the former, after having been exposed to

severe torture, was imprisoned in the castle of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein; and

the latter was dispatched to that prison, where all things are forgotten:

Public rumour having, moreover, circulated a report that the assassin

had been, on frequent occasions, favorably received by Ameir Seyud
Kaussem the Tebrizian, and Mirza Baysungur being, from some con-

ceived offence, already inimically disposed towards this otherwise
tespectable Seyud, he also became implicated, as in some way or other
accessary to the plot; and being banished from Herét through the in-

fluence of that prince, was compelled to retire into Transoxiana.

He experienced, bowever, from Oligh Beg the most kind and distia-

guished receplion, on his arriva] at Samarkand. We cannot, at the

same time, omit to observe, that in the punishment of Moulana Maur-

euf, also, Mirza Baysungur did not escape the charge of baving been

actuated by an improper motive, of resentment for private offence ;

she Moulana having neglected, either from accident or design, to ex-
ecatesome piece of penjuanship,in which he had been employed for

the prince’s collection,

As soon as he was well recovered from the effects of his wound,

Shah Rokh, oa the first of Shabaun,* proceeded from Herat, on his
s 27th of May, 1427.
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A. H. 830-33F; march into Mawur-un-neher, in ordér to vindicate the reputation ofr -
A. :’Iﬂ"_. liis arms from the recent discomfiture, by Borauk Oghlan and the
ka‘;:f:::' ul°'('9uzbeks who had, by this time, overspread the greater part of Tran-
soxiana with pillage and desolation.. He was: followed; at a short
interval, by Mirza Baysungur; but on his arrival at-Balkh, that prince .
was prevailed upon, in compliance with the advice of Oligh Beg;.
and his father’s commands, to return to Herht; in-order to secure the
tranquillity of that- metropolis during the absence of the sovereign:
On the other hand, Shah Rokh, on his arrival at ‘Samarkand ‘a short
time afterwards, delayed not to institute a severe investigation into .
the causes which produced the late disgraceful failure; in the battle
with Borauk Oghlan; in consequence of which, several Ameirs of the
highest rank were found ‘guilty of misconduct, and condemned to the
discipline of the club, or bastinado ; Olagh Beg himself being, for -
some time, excluded from his father’s presence and favor, and deprived
of his government of Samarkand, although finally restored: through
the impulse of paternal affection. In the mean time, intimidated by
the arrival of Shah Rokh and the royal armies.at-Samarkand, Borauk
Oghlan appears to Have suddenly withdrawn his claims to the territory
of Soghnauk'; and soon afterwards, entirely quitting the province of
Mawur-un-nelfer, to have betaken himself-to the trackless solitudes .
of his own country, north of the Caspian and the sea of Aral. In.
consequence of this favorable turn in affairs, Shah Rokh, after contin«
uing a short time longer at Samarkand, setout on his return into
Khorassaun; and by the 15th of Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and
thirty first of the hidjérah,® he had ‘again reached: his palace in the
Baugh-e-zaughan. or Zoughoun, in the neighborhood of Herét.
Another year appears to have now passed without the occurrence -
of any very remarkable event; since the author- brings us at once to
the eight hundred and thirty second of the hidjerah; in the course of
- which, by the reports whi¢ch were conveyed to him, of the renewed
encroachments of' Ameir Eskunder the son-ef Kéra Y dssuf, who had
recovered ‘pussession -of--Stltauniah, Shah- Rokh -was, in -a manuer, .
constrained to undertake another expedition into -Azerbdijaun. O6 .

the 5th day of Rudjub, of thé year just mentioned,t we accordmgly
* 41b of November 1427., 1 0th of Apnil 1429,
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find ‘that be quitted Herat, at the head of his army, on his march to--a. u.831.883. .
wards-that province. In the territoi'y of Rey he was joined, as for- A _D- 142- 1430, .
merly, by his son Ibrauhim Stltan from Shirauz, and by Mirza Ris- Kh:ﬂ;';’:::“l"
tum from Isfabaun, each with the troops of his government respec--
tively; as well as by the several chiefs of the adjoining provinces of:
Irik Ajem and Azerbdijaun, who still adhered to their allegiance. >
From Rey be proceeded now to Siltauniah, under the walls of which. -
be appeared on the 21st of the month of Ramzaun ;* the officer in
command on the part of Ameir Eskunder having, however, thought:
it prudent to abandon the place on his appreach.

Having remained at Stltauniah to celebrate the festival of the new: Rouzut- us~
moon of Shavaul,t-Shah Rokh proceeded next by the tomb of Ab  *&-
Ayib the Ansaur,and Shumb-e-Ghazan, to Khoui,or Khoi,and finally
to Selmauss ; where, after a tremendous conflict of two days, and not-
withstanding the most heroic exertions. acknowledged on.all hands.
to have been displayed on the part of Ameir Eskunder, he succeeded,
at last, in totally defeating the Tirkomauns with immense slaughter.

Such indeed, according to the report of Moulana Sherf-ud-dein Ally-
of Yezd, the well known author of the Zuffur-namah, who was pre«
sent in the battle in the train -of Ibrauhim Sditan from Shirauz, whose
distinguished valour had-in an gminent degree contributed to the vic-

tory—such, we say,are described to have been the extraordinary proofs

of courage, intrepidity,and perseveraace, exhibited by the Tdrkomaun

chiefs and theirfollowers, on this sangainary oecasion, that he should

not have believed the fact but from the evidence of his own senses.

When, at all events,this splendid and hard-earned victory had been Kholausset-ull.':.
effectuslly secured to .the arms of -Shah Rokh, his son-Mahommed akbbaur..
Jouky was. dispatched in pursuit.of the flying Tlrkomauns; but
although that prince is-described to have followed them all the way
to the plajus of ‘Moéush, and the neighborhood of Erzeroum, such was
the rapidity of their flight, that all exertions to overtake the enemy
proved umavailing. The prinee therefore returned to join his father;
who, on the 6th of Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and thirty third
of the hidjerah,} broke up from his camp near Selmauss,.and proceeded .
fiom .thence towards the celebrated .fortress of Alanjek. Instead of ¢

¢ 23d of June, , + 3d of July,.. * 4th of October 142Q...
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setting him at defiance, the officers of Eskunder the Tdrkomin
" possession of the place, embraced the more prudent expedient of pure
cchasing his forbearance by a suitable; present ; which, immediately on
 his arrival, with many protestations of humble respect, they took care
fo offer to the acceptance of the Shah. “Satisfied with: these concessi-
-ons, Shah Rokh, without further molestation, drew 6ff from before
Alanjek, and continued his march towards the winter quarters of
Kérabaugh ; which he appears to have reached on the t9th of the
following month of Suffur.® Shortly afterwards, Ameir Ab# Saeid,
~another of the sons of Kira Yassuf, who appears to have left a most
numereous progeny, hastened to the presence of Shah Rokh; by whom
hre was most favorably received, and finally invested with the noble
government of Azerbijaun and all its dependencies. -For this-dis-
tinetion, lre was evidently more indebted to the singular prowess of

_his tribe exhibited in the battle of Selmauss, and to the policy of pla-

-cing him in opposition to his warlike brothers, than-to any particular
inclination to encourage his pretensions to power.

Shah Rokh centinued at Karabaugh, on this occasion, for the whole
of the winter, and part of the following spring. *On the 11th of the
‘month of Shabaun,{ hoawever, he put his troops againin motion from
‘that place, 4nd, crossing the Araxes op the day following, proceeded
*en his return into Khorassaun. ‘On the 17th of Ramzaun,} he en-
‘eamped at Saltauniah.; where be remained to the conclusion of that

~ -inomth of mortification and abstinence. -During the succeeding

mouth of Shavaul, the Mirzas Ubrauhim Sditan, and Rdstum, toge-
ther with the subordinate-chiefs of Irbk Ajem, who had accompanied
-the royal armies on the‘recentservice, were again permitted to return
to their respective governments: after which, Shah Rokh resumed
his march, and finally reached one of his gardens in the neighborhood
of the capital of Herat, oa the 8th of Mohurrem of the eight hundred
-and thirty-fourth of the hidjerab.§

. It appears that during the absence of Shah Rokh in Azerbdijaun
-on this occasion, the Ouazbeks had availed themselves of the oppor-
dunity to enter the proviace of Khaurezm; where they obtained con-

" 2 16th of November, + 4th of May 1480, 1 8thofjune,
§ 25th of Septemtber 1480,
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sidérable advantages over the troops of Ameir Ibrauhim, the son of A. H. 608 837,
Shah Melek. Having completely over-run and plundered it, they %&3&
however, shortly afterwards, evacuated the province; those who  akhbauss
remained behind being either dispersed, or cut to pieces, by the rein-
forcements dispatched from Khorassaun to .the assistance of the
government. Among the ocoursences of the year eight hundred and
thirty-three, it may not be impertinent to vrecord, from the Rouzut.
us-suffa, the death at Neyshapdr, of the pnucees Saltan Bukht Be-
gum, the daughter of Teymir. ,

The year eight hundred and ‘thirty-four® ddes not seem to have
produced any event, of sufficient importance to arrest the attention -
of the historian; and he accordingly transfers us, without ceremoiiy, to
the eight hundred and thirty-fitth of the hidjerah. Ia the moanth of
Suffur. of the latter yeart -we find Mirza Baysungur, accompanied
by some of .the most respectable Nobles, and a numerous escort, .
proceeding by direction of his father to pass the winter at Asterabad..
Io the mean time, it was announced that Eskunder the Tarkomaua .
had again led his troops into Azerbhijaun, where he had put todeath
his brother Ab& Sieid; at the conclusion of the winter, however,
Mirza Baysungus returned.to Herat. . In the course of the eight hua- .
dred and thirty-sixth of the hidjerah, Yaur Ally, the son of Ameir Es- .
kunder the Tarkomaun, thought fit to withdraw from the court of his .
father, and to claim the protection of Ameir Khaleilullah, the reign-
ing prince of Shirvaun; who had succeeded to his father Sheikh Ibraus
him, under the sanction of Shah Rokh. The prince of Shirvaun .
conceived it, however, advisable.to transfer the fugitive, in bonds, to
the court of :Herht; from whence, although for some time treated ,
with kindness and hospitality by Shah Rqkb, he was ﬁnally remuved
‘under close restraint to Samarkand. .

Oan the 7th of the former Jummaudy of the eight bundred and this= .
- ty-seventh of the. hidjerah,® it becomes necessary to record the .
death of Miraa Baysungur, the son of Shah Rokb, at.the age of.
'seven and thirty years and four months. He was.buried with ex- .
‘traordinary funeral pomp in.the college of the princess Gouhershautl ;

* Commencjng 18th September 1430, . 4 October 1431...
1 19th of December 1433, .. ¢
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‘Aga ; and the concourse of the people of Herat, who attended on'flis
occasion, is described to have been so great, that the whole of the

'road from the Baugh-e-seffeid, or white garden, where he died, to the
:place ofinterment in the city, was on both sides entirely lined by the
-multitude. He perished thus-in the prime of'life, although in other
‘tespects a prince of singular merit and endowments, from habits of .

-excessive drinking; in which he appears-to have been confirmed by a
prediction of his astrologers, that he wasnot destined,at all events, to

" out-live the age of forty. The Persian characters of the sentence,

"¢ Bauda be jahaun omar drauz e pudderum—""in English,long on this

earth be the life of my father—numerically applied, exhibit exactly the

"year of his death, §37. tle left three sons, Mirza Rokken-ud-dein

‘Alla-ud.doulah, Mirza Stltan Mahommed, and Mirza Abdl Kaussem
‘Bauber, each of whom, at subsequent periods, attained to sovereign
power. In the mean time, the-dignities and appointments of the fa-
ther were bestowed, by Shah Rokh, upon Alla-ud-doulah, the eldest
of the three; the two younger brothers being otherwise liberally pro-
vided for by the royal bounty.

In the early part of the following year, intelligence reached Herat
‘that, having succeeded in establishing his authority over Azerbiijaun
and Arran, [the territory between the Karr and Araxes], Eskunder
‘the Ttrkomaun was now .preparing to extend his usurpations over the
meighboring province of Shirvaun. On the 2uad of the latter Rebbeia,
of the eight hundred and thirty eighth of the hidjerah,* therefore,
Shah Rokh, at the head of a numerous army, was again constrained to
‘bend his course in that direction. By the time, however, that he had
‘conducted his troops to Rey, the season was so far advanced, that he
found it necessary to take up his quarters in that neighborhood for
the winter. Ameir Eskunder, on the other hand, receiving intelli-
gence of the approach of his imperial antagonist, thought it prudent,
once more, to retire from the province; while his brother Ameir Ja-
‘haun Shah, avnother still of the sons of Kira Yissuf, repaired to the
.presence of Shah Rokh, by whom he was received with very distin-
-guished kindness. During the period in which he was, on this occa-
sion, detamed in the neighborhood of Rey, Shah Rokh was destined

® 4th of November 1434,
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to experience another severe stroke of demestic affliction, in the loss A, 1. 833.840.
of his son Miraa Ibrauhim Siltan, who died at Shirauz, on the fourth A-P- 14341436,
of Shavaul, of the year 838.* The vice-royalty of Farss and Shirauz Kh:j:;‘ﬁ:f::ul'
was immediately conferred, by his grandfather, upon Mirza Abdullah,
the eldest son of the departed prince, as yet in his childhood; and the
executive government was 'for the present, therefore, entrusted to the
management of Shetkh Moheb. ud-dein Ablilkheyr. The memory of
Mirza lbrauhim is also consecrated in the esteem of the orientals, for
the general benevolence of his dispesition, as well as for his liberal
patronage of genius and science; and it is, perhaps, of some importance
to record, that it was under the auspicious encouragement of this en-
lightened prince, thet Moulana Bherf-ud-dein Ally the Y ezdian, was
enabled to complete his elaborate work, the Zuffur-nimah—a perform-
ance which is extolled, by the author of the Rouzut-us-suff, as infin-
itely surpassing any thing that had then appeared in the world in the
department of history.

In the course of the year eight hundred and thirty eight, the city
of Herdt was afflicted by a dreadful epidemical, or pestilential disor-
der, which swept off the inhabitants in the most alarming numbers.
The disorder appears to have commenced with fever and ague, was
accompanied by an eruption an the limbs, about the size of & small
pea, and generally proved fatal to the patient in two days.t The
mortality was so great, that in the towa and neighborhood, not less
than ten thousand persons were calculated to have perished in a day;
and an officer, stationed at one of the gates of the city; is said to have
counted four thousand biers carried through in the course of the day, °
exclusive of the bodies that were simply berne on men’s backs, with-
ot any other funeral habiliments than the garb in which they expi-
red. This distemper continued to rage for part of three months; since
it is said to have broke out when the sun was in the middle of Pisces,
and continued for some time after it had entered Taurus.}

Towards the conclusion of spring, Shah Rokh broke up from his
winter quarters at Rey, proceeding by the route of Kazvein, Stltaun-
iah, Zenjaun, and Oujaun, to ‘Febreiz; where he passed the hot season
® 2d of May 1435, + If this was not the smail pox, it was something very like. it

1 Part of February, March, and April, 1435.
VYOL. III. 4B
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and'the month of June. On the approach of-the following winten,.
however, he crossed the Araxes, and put his troops.into quarters at

Kérabaugh. In the mean time, shahzidah Mahommed.Jouky was.
employed, in conformity with his father’s instructions, in tracing the

flight of Eskunder, the Tirkoman chief; but, having followed the

enemy as far as Erzenjaun, without obtaining-any material intelli-

gence of the direction of his retreat, it was thought advisable to aban-

don the pursuit; and the prince accordingly rejoined.the main body

of the army at Kirabaugh. Another winter was now brought to a-
conclusion, and Shah Rokh, on the 11th of Shavaul of the eight hun-

dred and thirty ninth of the hidjerah,® again quitted -his cantonments :
at Kérabaugh, and proceeded to Qujaun; where he invested Ameir

Jabaun Shah the son of Kira Ydssuf, with the important government -
of Azerbdijaun, for which he had conterded at the risk of so many

tremendous conflicts. He then continued his march for Khorassaun,
and arrived in his capital of Herat, on the 2d of the latter Rebbeia

of the eight hundred and fortieth of the hidjerah;t having been absent, .
on this occasion, forthe period of.two lunar years precisely.

For several years subsequent to the period just mentioned, the at-.
tention of. this prudent and respectable monarch was studiously de-
voted to cultivate the arts of peace; and to consolidate the welfare
and prosperity of his people, without quitting the boundaries of his .
favorite province of Khorassaun. In the mean time, to diversify in

.some degree, perhaps, the tedious uniformity of the narration, the

historian digresses fer a moment to relate, on what he alleges to be the
authority of some most intimate friends, that Ameir Eskunder the
son of Kéra Ydssuf, had ason of the name of Kobaud, and a favorite
concubine on whom he doted, whose name was Leyli. With this. -
lady, in defiance of the ties.of nature and of filial duty, and led by the
impulse of a blind and impetuous passion, the son suffered himself - to
engage in a hbidinous, and unwarrantable clandestine intercourse,
The moment, however, it was ascertained that Shah Rokb was actu-
ally on his return into Khorassaun from his last expedition, Eskunder
hastened to Alanjek, where it appears that his family had been lodged

- for security during his recent retreat from the province ; and, finding

® Z7th of April 1436, 1 13th of October 1436,
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that Kobaiad and Leyli had both concurred with others, in sending
out the presents which had been laid before the Shah, when, on the
occasion recently noticed, he appeared in that vicinity, he could not
forbear betraying some symptoms of ill humour, and even to menace
the lives of those who had thus, unintentionally, provoked his displea-
sure. All this was immediately ascribed, by the misgivings of con-
scious guilt, to some intelligence obtained of the improper intercourse
which subsisted between the lovers; and they determined, without
delay, on a plan to destroy the object of their apprehensions. Ac-
cordingly -one night, when Eskunder, in a state of intoxication, had
retired to sleep on the terrace, or flat roof of his palace, Leyli, contrary
to the usual precaution, designedly omitted to draw up the stair-
ladder, and her guilty paramour was thus enabled to ascend without
alarm or obstacle. .Making directly for his father’s couch, the villain
struck at him with his drawn dagger; when, starting from his sleep,
and little suspecting the hand by which he was assziled, the unhappy
prince called out upon Kobaud, by name, for assistance. The atroci-
ous parricide instantly plunged his murderous knife into the bosom of
the immediate author of his being, and thus attained the climax of
human guilt. And this was the fate of the intrepid Eskunder; who
had escaped the obvious perils of many a sanguinary conflict, in the
field of battle, to perish at last, like too many others, by the foul and
detestable malice of domestic treason.

The narrative now proceeds to state, that Melek Ashruf, the Sditan
of Egypt and Syria, dying much about the same period, the principal
officers of his court placed the diadem of that monarchy, with the title
of Melek-ug-zauher, { the victorious], on the brows of Tchekmauk
Beg, or Bey, who had previously discharged the functions ot Meir
Aukhour, or master of the horse, to the deceased monarch. When
yet a subordinate officer, this Tchekmauk Beg® had, it seems, fancied
in a dream, that Shali Rokh had taken him by the waist, and seated
him on the threne of sovereign power; and he had, from that moment,
determined within himself, whenever the golden hopes thus awakened
should be realized, to establish an intercourse of friendship with that

* This might be literally translated ¢ Captain Flint.”
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illustrious prince. Accordingly, as soon as his dream of glory had
been substantially fulfilled through the exertiens of his fellaw chiefs,.
he dispatched his ambassador Tchetchek Bouka, to announce the
desire which he cherished, to enter into the most friendly correspon-
dence with the court of Shah Rokh; and the envoy, thus accredited,
appeared at Heriit, some time in the course of the eight hundred and
forty third of the bidjerah.® His reception was in every respect
favorable and distinguished ; being, under the particular instructions.
of the monarch, most splendidly entertained, in their tura, by the whole
of the shahzddahs and principal courtiers. Five manuscript works.
beautifully executed for the purpose, and which had been applied for:
by Séltan Tchekmauk, were among the presents prepared to be cou-
veyed by the Ambassador for his master: and in the Rouzut-us-suffi.
we find them mentioned in detail as follows: 1. Taweilaut-e-hidjut,
e-ahul-e-s@nnut-wo-jammayet, or explanations of the arguments, or
dectrines of the orthodox, and congregational sect, by Sheikh Abd
Munsour. 2. Tefseir-e-kabeir, or greater commentary, on the Korén,
by Imaumn Fakher-ud-dein Rauzy. 8. Sherreh Telkheiss-e-jammia,.
or paraphrase on the abstract of the collection, of traditional doctrines
possibly, by Khoujah Mauassioud of Bokhira. 4. Sherreh Keshauf,.
or clear explanation, by Moulana Alli-ud-doulah Pehelewaun, [ath-
ketes]. 5. Rouzah-der Mézhebb-e-Shaffdi, or flowery treatise on the-
tenets of the sect of Shaffdi. These were, as it would be fusther un-
necessary to explain, all devoted to Theological subjects, on which.
the Sdltan of Egypt was probably anxious to obtain instructien.

The Ambassador of Egypt was conducted to his audience of leave,.
on the 18th of the month of Rudjub;+ aud received on his dismis-
sion, for himself, a present of fifty thousand dinaurs in specie,} and
one thousand dinaurs for each of his fifty attendants.§ He was accom-
panied by Moulana Hussaum-ud-dein Mibaurek Shah, Purwintchi,
or clerk of the patent office, as ambassader on the part of Shah Rokh;
and he requested on his departure, as he alleged in obedience to the
instructions of his master, that he might be permitted on his journey
homewards, to visit the four fine cities of Shirauz, Isfahaun, Yezd,

® Commencing 13th of June A. D. 1439, + 24th December 1439,
1 About £23000 at the lowest computation, § £458, 6s. 8d.
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and Kashaun ; a request in which he was very readily indulged, the A.H. 843845.

governors of those cities being charged to decorate them in the most 2D 1439 1442,
splendid manner for his reception, and to furnish between them the Kmﬁ'ul‘

further sum of one hundred thousand dinaurs, to defray bis expences. :

The five manusoripta weze, however, as we gather from the Rouzut-

us-suffa, particularly entrusted to the care of the ambassador of Per-,

siu ; and ae be bappesed to die previous te kis arrival in Egypt, the

charge devalved to bw 0D, by whom they were finally delivered to

the Siltan.

The evening of the third day of Shabaun,* gave birth to Mirza
Sdltan Ibrauhim the son of Shahzidah Alli-ud-doulal, and it is
something curious that the letters of.the sentence, * Shub-e-seiuma
uz-Shabaun,” the evening of the third of Shabaun, should furnish
exactly the date 843. In the course of the same year, Shah Rokh
found it expedient to divest Mirza Sdltag, Masshoud the son of Sey-
8rghetmesh, of the government of Kabil, transferring it, however, to
the brother of the degraded prince, Mirza K4ratchauyr, Under the
eight hundred and forty-fourth of the hidjerah, is recorded the death
of Ameir Alld-ud-dein Alleikah Koukeliaush, after haviag surpassed
the advanced age of mimety years. Under the same year, we also
find included the death of the princess Melket Aga, the widow of
Omar Sheikb, but subsequently the wife of Shah Rokh, and by him
the mother of Seytirghetmesh. She was byried under the great dome
of the college of Balkh, founded at het expence.. Towards the com-
meacement of the following year, the eight hundred and forty-6ifth
of the hidjerab,t Mirza Abdulldtteif the son of Oligh Beg, who,
from earliest infancy, had been brought up under the eye ot his in-
dulgent grandfather, takiog offence at the partiality shewn for Mirza
All4-ud-doulah, the son of Baysuangur, by the queen consort Goue
bershaud Aga, withdrew, in displeasure, to his father’s ecourt at Sa»
markand. But, as Shah Rokh betrayed the utmost disquictude and
‘vexation of mind at the ahsence of his grandson, Goubershaud her-
self, in order 10 remove his uneasiness, determined to undertake the
journey inte Transoxiana in person, in orden to, bring back the truaat-
prince. She was met at some distance from Samarkand, and cooductad:

¢ 8th of Junuary 1440, 1+ Commencing 211t of May 1441,
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into that metropolis, with every mark of filial respect and tenderness,
by Oligh Beg. When she had remained for some days at Samarkand,
to partake in the atientions of filial affection, Abdulldtteif consented
at last, to accompany his grandmother on herreturniunte Khorassaun;
and they accordingly arrived together at Heréit,on the 4th of Shavaul,
of the year eight hundred and forty-five.*®

Early in the followiEg year, the eight hundred and forty-sixth of
the hidjerah,t on intelligence that Melck Keyomarss, the chief of
Réstumdaur, had withdrawn from his allegiance, and even coma
menced hostilities, by dispatching a force to attempt the reduction of
Rey and its dependencies, Shah Rokh, at the head of his troops, pro-
ceeded inmediately to that quarter. When he had, however, prose-
cuted his march to the westward of Neyshapir, messenger upon mes.
senger, from Keyomarss, arrived to deprecate the wrath of the offended
monarch, and to propose the most abject terms of submission; which
were, in short, finally accepted on thre part of Shah Rokh. In the
Inean time, a question had been agitated, in a council of his ministers
and principal officers, by Shah Rokh, as to the arrangement best calcu-
lated to promote the permanent security of his possessions in Irdk
Ajem ; and it had been determined that one of the princes of the
blood royal, should be selected to take charge of that troublesome
and important government. Ameir Jullaul-ud-dein Feyrouz Shah,
who had, at this crisis, established an almost unbounded influence over
the affairs of the monarchy, embraced the cpportunity to communi-
cate that, a short time before, a certain Sheikh Beh&-ud-dein Omar,
on his return from Hejauz, happening to sleep near the sepulchre of
Sheikh Ahmed Ghazauly, at Kazvein, that venerated personage had
appeared to him in a dream, and announced that the saints, or spirits
in the abodes of the blessed, had nominated Mirza Saltan Abmed,
or rather Mahommed, the son of Mirza Baysungur, to the govern.
ment of ITrdk. To this intimation, on the part of his sagacious min-

ister, Shah Rokh yielded an attentive ear ; and Mirza Stltan Mahom-

med wasaccordingly dismissed with a competent force, and the usual

insignia of authority, to possess hiwself of the government of Siltau-

niah, Kazvein,and Rey. The Shahzdah hastened without delay, to
® 1dthof February 1442, + Commeuncing 11th of May 1142,
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earry into execution the objects of his appointment; and in the course
of a short time, he succeeded in reducing to their obedience the re-
fractory chiefs of the surrounding territory, who had possibly availed
themselves, as usual, of the relaxation of the regular authority, to in-
dulge in speculations of ambition and independence. Nevertheless,
before he had been for a period of any duration in possession of his pow-
er, Mirza Stltan Mahommed, as it is alleged, .in direct defiance of his
instructions, proceeded to appropriate to himself the revenues of seve-
ral of the adjoining districts, and to betray similar designs of indepen-
dent authority. In consequence of this, his government was, some
time afterwards, abridged to that of Kazvein and Stltauniah alone,with
an interdiction from extending his interference any further. Having,
however, brought the dispute with Keyomarss, to asatisfactory ter-
mination, Shah Rokh returned. without further.contingency to his
capital of Herht..

The infirmities of age bad, probably by this time, produced their
ordinary effect in diminishing the activity, and impairing the mental
energies.of Shab Rokh; since we find it here remarked, that the pre-
dominance of the minister Feyrouz Shab, and his intrusive interfer-
ence in every branch of government, had now surpassed all bounds
of moderation—no. officer or agent of any description, of his appoint-
ment, being remavable by any other authority than his own. And
although the usurpation was not less obvious, than obnoxious to his
sovereign, yet no other.individual of the first class of nobility, being
equally habituated, or indeed qualified, to direct the complicated
movements of the machine of government, he conceived it expedient
to dissemble. his displeasure, and. to connive at the presumption of his
minister.  Under. these circumstances, it happened that Seyud Em-
maud-ud.dein Mahmoud, a map adorned by every virtupus and every
polite accomplishment, aod whose father, Zeyne-ul-aubbedein, had, .
for many years, discharged the duties of the Vizzaurut, under the
authority of  the invincible Teymér, shou)d have advanced, in the -
course of the eight hundred and torty-sixth of the hidjerah, so consi-
derably ia the favor of Shah Rokh, as to awaken the utmost degree
of jealousy amoug the members of the court. It was by this ignoble -
motive actyated that Feyrouz Shah, iu order to remove this respect--
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Seyud out of the way, invested him with a commission to adjust some
affairs in the province of Balkh ; of which, in spite of all he could
urge to decline it, and of his sovereign’s acknowledged wish that he
should be promoted to some appointment of superior trust and dignity,
he was constrained 1o accept.

Seynd Emmaud-ud-dein proceeded accordingly to Balkh; and it
happened, moreover, in the course of the same year, that Mirza Ma.
hommed Jouky should elso have taken up his winter quarters in that
<ity.. From his communication with the inhabitants, however, it
‘'soon became known to that prince, that the agents of Feyrouz Shah
had established so uncontrolable an ascendancy over the whole
province, that a just proportion of the revenues could seldom, if ever,
be conveyed to the treasury of the state; and that the individual ex-
‘ertions of Emmaud-ud-dein could, therefore, but little avail to rectify
the evil. A royal mandate was, by some means or ether, accordingly
procured, directing the Seyud, under the superintendance of Mahom-
med Jouky, immediately to make up a full account of the revenues
-of the province for the last three years; it being, at the same time,
notorious that the prince was already grievously offended with the
conduct of Ameir Feyrouz Shah. In the mean time, information was
‘received from lr&k, that Mirza Séltan Mahommed had levied the
most oppressive exactions upon the districts of his tenure, and
that the inhabitants were grievously persecuted by his lieutenants,
and their subordinate agents. As a mark of his displeasure, a man-
‘date was therefore issued, by Shah Rokh, to declare that the govern-
ments of Sdltauniah, and Kazvein, were of themselves more than
“amply sufficient, to defray the expences of any establishment that
could be necessary for the support of his station, whether io point of
splendor or authority; and to caution him, very significantly, against
interfering in any shape, with the districts beyond the limits of those
particular governments Shums-ud-dein Mahommed, a Bokhirian,
was dispatched, at the same time, to take charge of the districts thus
withdrawn from the jurisdiction of Stltan Mahommed. On the
death of Khaujah Moazz-ud-dein Melek the Semnaunian at Shir-
auz, much about the same crisis, the government of that city, and of
“all Fars, was conferred by the authority of Siah Rokb, upon Sheikh
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Mohebb-ud-dein Abdlkheyse, notwithstanding some recent heayy
complaints against bis conduct, |
The narrative now conveys us to the eight hundred and forty eighth
*of the hidjerab,® in the caurse of which Shah Rokh was destined to
suffer under the attack of some severe and dangerous malady, which
appeared, far some time, to baffle the skill of his physicians. While
the daonger of the monasch kept the hearts of all men in a atate of
suspense and alarm, Baha-ud-dein Sheikh Omar, who had recently
returned from a pilgrimage to Mekkah, one friday as be was coming
from his devotions, proceeded to visit the suffering prince; wha had
not opened his lips for a period of three days and as mapy nights
successively. ke, however, saluted the pious Sheikh, the mament
he was announced ; and the latter in returning the salute, raiged his
hands to heaven to supplicate for his restoration ta health. The
monarch then besought the Sheikh, with his benediction, to bestow
upon him some article from about his person; on which he immedi~
ately toak the deataur, or turban, from his head, and laid it befare the
Shah. Thatsame day the complaint took a favarable tusp, and, shortly
afterwards, was entirely removed. In consequence of this, a canopy,
ar pall, of the richest materials, and the most elaborate workmansbip,
was directed, by the Shah, to be prepared for the temple at Mekkah;
and when finished, was conveyed, in charge of Sheikh Nar-ud-dein
Mahommed ul Mdrshedy, and Monlana Shums-ud.dein Mahommed
of Ebher, by the route of Egypt, to that sacred sanctuary of their
faith. The two agents were enabled to discharge their missipn to
the general satisfaction; and, having laid the canqpy over the dome of
the Kaaubah, at a subsequent period returned safe to Herht. Puyre
ing the same year occurred the death, under the displeasyre of his
sovereign, of the minister Feyronz Shah ; whao, notwithstanding his
unrestrainable ambition, is yet acknawledged to have been a just,
benevolent, and virtuous pobleman, and a most liberal patron of geniug
and learning. The 848th of the bhidjerah proved also fatal to Mirza
Mahommed Jouky, the fifth.son of Shah Rokh; who, pursued by the
jealousy and.uncourteous treatment of the queen.consort Gouher-
shaud Aga, whose influence was excluyively directed.to promoke the

* Commencing 19th of April A, D. 1444
voL. 111, _ 4.6
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interests of his nephews, Alld-ud-doulah and Ahdullitteif, who had"
long passed his time in mortification and disappointment; and who ters.-
minated his earthly career about this peried; at the town of ‘Serkhess,
His death occasioned the deepest concern to his now- aged father; and
Kis body was conveyed to Herdt; where it was- committedto the:
grave, by the side of his brother Baysungur. Atccording to the author -
of the Rouzut-us.suffi, Mirza Mahommed Jouky was a prince of the -
most exalted magnanimity, courage, and prudence, and‘in every res«
pect eminently qualified to have shed, had he survived; the brightese
lustre on the throne of Persia.

It appears, that soon after Mirza Stltan Maliommed the son of.
Baysungur had'been placed by his grandfather; at-the suggestion of-
the minister Feyrouz Shah, as recently described, in-the vice-royalty
of part of the territory of Irik Ajem, a numerous-concourse of advens
turers from various parts of the empire resorted to his court; and they-
were entertained by thre shahzéidah, with a liberality, that in a short
time exhausted' his means, and rendéred his expenditure far beyond
the receipts of his treasury. In these circumstances, reports were -
circulated, perhaps studiously, in Irhk, of the illiess and reduced
state of Shah Rokli; many of the turbulent and disaffected persuading
the prince, that his grandfather was no longer able to move from his
capital. Hence, Mirza Stltan Mahommed was easily led to conceive
it a favorable opportunity, to possess himself of the rich and noble
governments of 1sfaliaun, and Shirauz: Accordingly, some time dus
ring the eight hundred ‘and forty nintli of the hidjerah,* he suddenly
appeared before Isfahaun, of which he made himself master without
great difficulty; seizing, and' throwing iito prison Ameir Saudat the
son of Khawend Shah, and nephew of the late minister Feyrouz Shah}
who had succeeded to the government, on the death of Mirza Rstuin:
Having taken the necessary precautions-to-provide for the security
of this important-acquisition, and by various methods made a prodis
gious accumulation of treasure, the shahzidah proceeded towards Shire
auz.. That city had, however; been timely secured against bim, by
Mirza Abdullah, the son of tire late Mirza Ibrauhim Sdltan ; who pre~
prred to defend his post with: resolation, and dispatched the earliest .

intelligence to Herht, to announce his danger.
* Commencing 8th-of April 1446,
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In consequence of this information, some time during the eight
‘bundred and fiftieth yédr of the hidjerah,® Shah Rokh, in spite of the
eccumulating infirmities of age and declining health, felt himself
equally impelled, by the desire of vindicating his authority, and by the
importunities of his consort Gouher-shaud Begum, to march once
tl'nore into Irik Ajem, confiding the government of his capital to his
grandson Alli-ud-doulah, the eldest son of Mirza Baysungur. When,
by the usual route of Neéyshapir and Semnaun, he had conducted his
troops again to the neighboerhood of Rey, it was found advisable to
dispatch the Ameirs Stltan Shah Berlas, Sheikh Abutifuzzul the san
of Alleikah Koukeltaush, and Mahommed the son of Feyrouz Shah,
in advance of the main body of the army. On the other hand it ap-
pears, that as soon as he became apprized of the approach of his grand-
father, Mirza Stltan Mahommed abandoned, without hesitation, his
projects of independent power; and with a few of his followers retired
in haste, from before Shirauz, into the province of Lurrestaun. The
retreat of his grandson seems to have rendered the presence of Shah
Rokh no longer necessary in that quarter; and, accordingly, after
baving proceeded great part of the way tawards Shirauz, he returned
to take up his abode for a short time at Isfahaun. While he remained
in that city, he gave orders for the arrest of many of the Seyuds and
pative chicfsof the province ; who had imprudently espoused the cause
“of Stitan Mabommed, and were many of them now made to expiate their
offence, under the arm of the executioner. This was about the mid-
"dle of the month of Ramzaun.t Among those implicated in the charge
of embracing the interests of Mirza Séltan Mahommed, on this oc-
‘casion, we find the name of Moulana Shurf-ud-dein Ally the Yezdian,
the eloquent, and, as he is here termed, the veracious author of the
Zuffur-ndmah., He was, however, preserved from the punishment
“Snflicted on the associates of his indiscretion, by the interference and
‘address of Mirza Abdullatteif; through whose contrivance he was
temoved to Herat. ‘ :

In the mean time, Shah Rokh returned to the neghborhood of Rey,
where he proposed to pass' the winter. Towards the conclusion of
that season, he dispatched the Ameirs Saltan Shah Berlas, Sheikh

* Commencing 28th of March 1448, + Begioning of December 1446,
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Abblfuzzal, and Ahined the son of Feyrouz Shah, again, either byfaie:
means, of by compulsion, to bring the refractory Mirza Sbltan Ma-..
hommed to his presence. Of'these, by. some happier eff6rt, the Ameir:
Sheikh Abéifuzzul obtained the start, in conveying himself to the re-

sidentce of the shahzadah; whom, by wholesome counsels, and. argus

mehts ¢onvincibg to the understanding, he ﬁﬂally reconciled .to the

prudent alternative of returning to his. allegiance, and, by his future -
dutiful behavier, to make every. reparation for the past. But, in the
‘midst of these conéiliatory -arrangements, an event occurred, which, .
‘however naturally to be expected, does not yet appear to have seri-.
ously ehtered the contemplation of the numerous individuals so deeply.
interested in. the result..

During 'the period in Which he continued encamped in the neigh-
borhood of Rey, Shah Rokh had occasionally complained of a disorder-
inhisbowels, and of a general debility of constitution. But, on sunday
morning the 25th of Zilhudje, of the eight hundred and fiftieth of the
hidjerah,® having taken a laxative medicine, and mounting his mule
to ¢o om a visit of devotion, to the tombs of some of the departed -
'Sheikhs in the fortress of Teberrek, or Tebarek, some distance to the
‘nofth-east of Rey, he had not proceeded far on his way, when the
‘animal on which he rode became restive, and he fouad himself con-
strained, from excess of weakness, to take to his litter. At the same .
time, the complaint-in his bowels increasing to a violent-degree, the
Shah and his attendants. were compelled to return without delay ;
btit, before he couldagain reach the imperial pavilion, this respectable
afid august monarch had resigned his soul to the merey of his Creator.

Hle had attained ‘to the age of sixty-nine years, four months, and .
twenty-four days, and had governed with paramount sway over the
‘dominions of the Persian empire, reckoning from the death of his.
father, for a period of forty-two years, and twenty-four days; not
Tncluding ‘the period of seven years, during which -he had previously
presided over the province of Khorassaun, as his father’s lieutenant.
‘He appears, from the events of his reign, to have been a monarch of
‘singulargood sense and moderation, and his government, if we set aside

‘the ¢ifcumstances under which he was, on some occasions, compelled.
* 13th of March 1447.
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& draw the sword against the ambitious projects of his own relatives,
must be acknowledged to exhibit a period of enviable prosperity and
substantial glory. Extending over the greater part of the ancient
Persian monarchy, his authority was obeyed, either immediately, or
through the agency of his sons, nephews, or grandsons, through the
vast territory included between the mountains of Irhk Ajem, and the
Indus, east and west, the Karr, the Caspian, and the Seyhin, north,
and the province of Mekraun, and the Arabian sea, or sea of Omman,
'on the south. A glance at the map of Asia will at once convey to
thre eye of the reader the extensive outline of this spacious domain;
‘but almost immediately on his demise, as must generally be the case
where the will of the monarch is the law of the land, this noble fabric
fell to pieces, at the baneful touch of domestic dissention, and the
rival ambition of contending fathers, sons, and brothers—the blessed
and uniform result of the absurd:system of polygamy.®-

* Of the fortuitous policy which has for ages governed, and still continues to weigh
Aown the destiny. of the Persian Empire, so eminently calculated, by the advantages of an
-auspicious .clmate, and by the genims-and maily-spirit of tire natives, to rank with the most .
‘powerful and ilustrious countries on earth, the reader will fiod ample testimony m ¢ Fhe -
History of Persia,” recently published by Sir John -Maleolm; a work which reflacts no -
less credit on the ability and practical stainments of the author, than on the applicatiop :
" which, amidst the official duties of many very troublesome and arduous missions, eould i
command suflicient leisure for the prosecution of so elaborate a performance.
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CHAP. XI.

HEN the death of Shah Rokh became, on the dav following,
generally known in.the encampment, the greatest - disorder and
-consternation immediately ensued. At the .desire of ‘the princess
Gouhershaud however, .Mirza Abdullﬁttelt the son of Olagh Beg,
llastened without delay, from his station in the right wing, in order
to provide, as far as posslble, for the _general security, but, more parti- -
culatly, to preserve subordination in the army. Mirza Baber, on the
other hand the son of Mirza Baysungur, ‘ccompamed by Khaleil
Stltan, the son of Mahommed, son of Jahangueir, who was the
grandson of Shah Rokh by one of his daughters, took the road to-
wards Khorassaun ; the troops under the orders of these two princes,
at the same time, plundering the Bazars of the encampment, and
seizing for themselves every 'thing they could lay hands on. Three
days subsequent to his dissolution, the remains of the departed mon-
‘arch-were :placed on alitter, and conducted, together with the main
body of the army, ‘on the way to Hert. But, in the course of the
march, a seditious faction among the Ameirs having persuaded Mirza
Abdulldtteif, that Gouhershaud, and the Terkhaunian chiefs, were
hatching -some treacherous design, the Shahzadah, being already
aware of the partiality of that princess towards Allad-ud-doulah, was
easily led to give way to the impression. In some of the districts
between Rey and Semnaun, he proceeded therefore to plunder the
‘baggage ‘of his widowed grandmother, and of her suspected accom-
plices the Terkhaunian Ameirs; at the same time, seizing the person
of every individual, of whose intentions he did not feel himself per-
fectly secure.

This obnoxious measure was carried into execution on the last

- -day of Zilhudje ;* but what created universal surprise, was the ex-

* 17th of March, 1447,
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treme barbarity exhibited; on this occasion,on the part of Abdulldtteif, A. H.850-851. -
towards the widowed Gouher-shaud ; whom he 80 entirely bereaved A D 1447:
of her property, that he left her not the meanest quadruped, to convey- Kl;‘:;af: -
her on her melancholy journey to Herat. In-consequence ot this -

unmanly treatment, she was constrained, when the army resuwmed its :

march, to accompany the army on foot, with an ordinary linnen scar{.

thrown over her head, and a staff in her hand; until a servant of one:t

of the Ameirs of the hostile tribe of Berlas, taking compassion on her

forlorn and hapless destiny, who but four days before had commanded *

millions, seated her on his own horse, and thus enabled her to proceed.:

Abdullatteif appeared shortly afterwards before the gates of Dama- -
ghaun, which had been closed against him by-the-person in command..
'The place was, however, immediately attacked and carried by assault,
and given up to be plundered by the soldiery. From thence he has-"
tened to Bostaum ; and there he- first received -intelligence that his-
Kinsman Mirza Béber; on the invitation of Ameir Hinddkah Kou-
keltaush, the governor of:Jtirjaun, had proceeded to that place, and
already assumed ‘the sceptre of royalty. Continuing his march to
Subbuzwaur, Mirza- AbduHldtteif was-next informed that Ameir
Stiltan Shah Berlaus, and' his associates employed -to bring Mirza:
Stltan Mahommed to a sene of his duty, were on- their return ; but:
that one of them, Nizam-ud-dein Ahmed the son of Feyrouz Shah,
had proceeded by the -route of- Tersheiz, directly for Herat. From'
Subbuzwaur; Abdultitteif now made the best of hia way-to Neysha-
par; where he became finally apprized that his other kinsman AllA-.
ud-doulaly, the son of Baysungur, had thrown open the gates of the -
royal treasury at-Heérit, and that-a division of the troops, among whom .
he had distributed ‘its contents, were already at Mdsh-hed, prepared
to oppose the attempts of all those who were hostile to his claims on .
the sovereign power. .

In fatt,it-appears that having received :early. intelligence ‘of the
death of his grandfather, Alld-ud-doulah had ascended the throne of -
K horassaun at Herit, towards-the commencement of the month of =
Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and fifty-first of the hidjerah ;* rec- .

koning upon the unresisting submission of the brothers, and propos-..
® Latter end of March, 1447...
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A. D. 850-351. ing to dispatchi some splendid preseut to purchase the forbearance of

A. D, 1447,
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his uncle Oligh Beg, the legitimate beir to his father’s power, at Sa~
markand. But, he nosoorer became apprized of the barbarous treat-
ment to which the dowager Gouhershaud had been exposed, on the |

‘part of Abdulldtteif, than he determsined on immediate hostilities
‘against that prince: and Mirza Salah the son of Mirza Peir Mahom=
‘med, the Shirauzian, together ‘with the Ameirs Weiss and Ahmed

Terkhaunians, at the head of a chosen body ef troops, was in conse.

-quence dispatched to Mish-hed, to obstruct the designs in that quar-
ter. Receiving, on their arvival at that place, intelligence of the

remisstiess -and unprovided :posture .of the troops of Abdullitteif,

‘these chiefs immediately determined on an attempt to surprise his

camp; and making a forced march, on the night of sunday the 13th

-of Saffur,® completely succeeded in their design. The princess
‘Gouliershaud was instamtly set at liberty, by the Terkhaunian Ameirs

of her party, by whom she was securely -conducted to the outskirts
-of the encampment; ‘where they drew up their followers without
delay, and struck up their music to redouble the alarm. Mirza
Abdullateeif, who, to this moment, had remained immersed in sleep,
and uncoacern, was at last awakened by the unusual uproar, and
hastened, as far as possible under such circumstances of confusion, to
1ally his troops tor battle; but, his herse dropping down dead in the
-gonflict which ensued, he became a prisoner in the hands of the
assailenits, who. proceeded to pillage his camp without further resis-
tance.

Thus far successful, Mirga Salah, and the Terkhaunian Ameirs,
eseorting the litter .of Gouhershaud, and the remains of the departed
Sheh Rokh, returaed towards Herat. At the town of Jaum, they
were met by Alld-ud-doulah; who had proceeded so far to do honor
to the widow of his grandfather, whose body he thence conducted in
solemn state %o the metropohs of his dominions. The remains of
‘the ‘departed monarch were soon afterwards deposited, with all the
customary salemnities, in the Gimbez, or mausoleum, of Gouher-
‘'shaud at tegdt, already dedicated to the repose of his son the late
Mizaa Buysupgur ; although at @ subsequent period, the body of the

‘e 90th-of April 4 447, '
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‘$hdh ‘was again removed by Qligh Beg,and buried by theside of Tey- A. 1. 850.851.
mbr,at Samarkand. In the mean time, Mirza Abdullatteif was impris- A-0- 1447
oned in the citadel of Ekhtisur-ud-dein ; from whence, however, he K‘:T:;::,?u!'
was not long afterwards released, in consequence of a treaty conclu-

ded between his father Oligh Beg, and Alla-ud-doulah, the former

prince having crossed the Oxus and advanced to Balkh, with the

design, if it had nct been otherwise ordained, of taking possession

of Kborassaun. By this tréaty, the government of that great pro-

vince appears, however, to have been formally ceded to All-ud-

doulah, in cousideratson of the immediate enlargement of Abdullds.

teif, who was ‘invested with that of Balkh the moment he joined his

father. . '

Nevertheless, in consequence of a refusal, on his part, to discharge
some of the followers of AbdullGtteif, who had been taken during
the disgraceful rout near Neyshapir, the unwarrantable detention of
a stipulated share of the treasures of Shah Rokh, which he had faith-
fully promised to convey to his uncle, and, more immediately, to
- chastise the enormities committing by his troops at Sheberghaun and
Endekhoud, hostilities soon broke out afresh with All4-ud-doulah;
in the course of which the latter was’ totally defeated, in a battle®
near the river Mirghaub, by Oltgh Beg in person, and compelled to
withdraw from Khorassaun, the capital of which, shortly afterwards, -
subwnitted to the conqueror. But Oldgh Beg had no sooner returned
to the provinces beyond the Jeyhdn, than the metropolis of Herat
fell into the hands of the younger brother, Mirza Abélkaussem Bhber,
who bestowed the district of Toun, by way of perpetual jagueir, for
the maintenance of the extruded Alli-ud-doulah; although, at the
suggestion of the evil-disposed, be was not long afterwards induced
to withdraw thie bounty, and to place the person of his brother under
trestraint. Alld-ud-doulah contrived yet, notwithstanding, toeffect
bis escape from confinement into the province of Ghour, and pro-

* We canmot omit to remark, that the father of Meirkbond, the author of the Ronzut-us-
suffA, was in the train of Sheikh Ontar, a devout personage of Khorassaun employed on
this occasion, by Alld ud-doulah, to intercede for an accommodation with Oltigh Beg; but

the battle had taken place before the mission could reach the camp of that monarch, betwedn
Senjaub, and a small station called Tertaub, or Ternaub,

VOL. III. 4D
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A.D. 850-851. ceeding thence through Seiestaun, finally conveyed himselfinto Irik
;E%';—:g%‘i Ajem ; from whence, at a remoter period, he accompanied his other
akbbaur. brather Mirza Stiltan Mahommed, on. his. successful expedition. inte
Khorassaun, :

But it would indeed be an endless task, were we to pursue the
almost interminable detail of those distractions, with which the frans
tic ambition of the rival branches of the family of Teymir continued
long to agitate, and harass, these beautiful but devoted regions. We
shall therefore hastily pass to the concluding events of the government
of Oligh Beg; whose name will always claim the attention of the
-oriental reader, from his reputed eminent attainments.in science, and.
more particularly in that of astronomy.

Unfortunately, these latter were deeply tainted” with- the absurd
speculations of judicial astrology, in the course of which, in casting
the nativity of his son Abdullitteif, he had, it seems, discovered that:
he was destined to experience some fatal injury from tne hands of
that prince ; and he had been confirmed in. this notion by the repeat-
ed declaration of Moulana Mahommed Ardestauny, the very wonder
of the age in the mysteries. of that occult art. Hence the conduct
of Olfigh Beg, towards Abdullatteif, was distinguished ever afterwards
by an unchanging course of unkindness and discouragement; and all
his favors. were reserved for.the younger brother, Abdulazziz. On the
other hand, Abdulldtteif was. sufficiently sensible to the effects of
this partiality, although probably not aware of the source; and the
seeds of disgust thus mutually implanted were forced to early ma-
turity, in the bosom of Abdullitteif, by some recent instances of in-
justice,.on the part of the father, subsequent to the battle of Tertaub,
the glory of which he sremed disposed to.ascribe t0.the exertions of -
Abdulazziz. Having found it expedient to abandon Herat, at the
approach of his kinsman Béber, Abdulldtteif ventured to suspend his-
retreat at Balkh, and there he finally determined on hostilities against
his father; to. which he was more immediately impelled by the dis-
covery, among the papers of Meiran Shah, another of the race of-
Teymér. who had: just fallen in conflict with him,. a letter from

' Oltgh Beg, urcing him to attack the goverament of his son. On
this, the first step of Abdullitteif was to destroy the chests of Tums.
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ghdis, or charters, issued by his father, to the different retainers pos- A.H.851.853.
sibly; after which he assembled his troops, resolving, sword in hand, ﬁa%.%:guim
to justify his unnatural revolt at the hazard of existence. akhbaur,

At a piece of intelligence calculated, in ordinary circumstances, to
awaken considerable alarm, Oldgh Beg on his part exhibited some
symptoms of impatience and agitation ; and, having left Abdulazziz to
take care of Samarkand, he hastened without delayat the headofa nu-
merous army, to the banks of the Jeyhfin, Abdulldtteif being already
en the spot to oppose his passage over that river. And in this atti-
tude, the father and son continued opposed to each other for some
time ; while their troops occasionally crossed above and below, and
engaged in frequent partial conflicts, in which the advantage is alleg-
ed to bave beeu, invariably, on the side of Abdulldtteif. However,
aftermany dayshad been consumed in these fruitlessand unavailing hos-
tilities, information was received from Samarkand that Abdulazziz
bad but ill executed the trust reposed in bim ; and that he had dared
to stretch his sacrilegious hands against the families of the absent
Ameirs, and other subjects of his father’s government. In conse-
quenceof this,and in the hopeof restraining him from these unsanctified
violations, Olagh Beg dispatched to admonish him against his un-
warrantable conduct, without, however, producing the slightesteffect.
The nobles of his court, therefore, driven to extremity by such un-
controlable insolence, on the part of the son, prepared, without further
ceremony, to seize the person of the father, in order to deliver bim up
to Abdullatteif; when, at this very crisis, an event occurred which,
fertile as the period was in examples of treason and ingratitude, does
not yet seem to have been contemplated without considerable sur-
prise. '

Mirza Sditan Abd Sieid,* the son of Stltan Mahommed, son of
Meiran Shah, although he had passed the greater part of his life in
subordinate attendance on the court of Oligh Beg, had, however, not
the less continued to cherish in his bosom the hope of independent
power, whenever an opportunity should offer to gratify his ambition;
and the moment 1a which the father and son were thus opposed to each

¢ We are to bear in mind that this was the lineal ancestor-of the Hindustauny branch
of the Louse of Teymir,
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A.H.851-853; other in mortal hostility, was that which he censidered favorable.
A. ll()b:;:: 1‘:‘“: to the attainment of his. object.. Having, therefore, prevailed upon.
.kh;;:ru- the tribe of Arghdn to support him, he boldly unmasked his-designs,
and marched immediately to Samarkand. As the greater-part:of the:
troops of the province had proceeded to the scene of operations on the
‘banks of the Jeyhtin, Abdulazziz was destitute of the means of oppose
ing him in the field, and was necessarily constrained to shut himself up-
behind the walls of the metropolis. Information of the danger was,.
however, ins@an{ly conveyed to Ollgh Beg; who, in the midst of his.
astonishurent at an attack so little expected, returned without a mo..
ment’s delay to the relief of his capital—Sdltan Abd Saeid withdrawe.
ing at his approach for the present, and retiring to the territory. of his.
allies of the Moghtl tribe of Arghtin. But the absence of Ologh Begon
. this occasion afforded, on the otherhand,to Abdullatteif, the oppor-.
tunity, of which he immediately availed himself, to cross the Oxus.
with his whole force, which he now led on the direct road to Sa.
markand.

At the village of Dameshk, on the way to that-metropolis from.
the Oxus, he was opposed by his father, but with a pusillanimity
which. little corresponds with what we may have been hitherto dis-
posed.to conceive of the character of Oldgh Beg; since, in the con-
flict which took place on this occasion, although posted on a bill.
which overlooked the field of battle, and 'doubtless beyond the reach.
of danger, he prematurely turned his back on the combatants, and .
lguomlmously fled towards Samarkand,before any decision could have
been yet formed of the issue ofthe day. At that place, he was des-
tined to experience a further act of treacherous ingratitude as little
expected as any former one; for Meiran Shah Koutchein, whom, from .
the dust, he had raised to the government of his capital, now -perfi-.
diously closed the gates against him, and denied admission on any
terms. The unhappy monarch was, therefore, constrained to direct
his ﬂngbt, in the utmost mcertltude, towards Shahrokhiab on the Seya.
htin. Here also, receiving ‘intimation that Ibrauhim, the governor of
the place, entertained ‘disloyal ‘designs. against his person, his resis-
dence became unsafe; and he returned again, for the last time, to
Samarkand. Arrived in his capital, now in possession of Abdulldtteif,.
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lie obtained an interview with that rebeilious son; at which some
circumstances occurred, of a nature so strange and unprecedented,
that the authors from whom we derive the information declare them-.
selves, from shame and indignation, utterly in¢apable of putting them
upon record. In conclusion, a person of the name of Abbas, whose
father had been on some former occasion put to death by an order from.
Oldgh Beg,and knowan to be suborned by Abdulldtteif, now presented
himself to the pageant whom, in conformitywith the policy of Tey-
mir, they had raised to the titular dignity of Khaun, and on his knees
demanded retribution on the destroyer of his father. Under such
circumstances a mandate wasissued, in thename of this titular Khaun,
directing that the charge should be submitted to the usual course of
investigation; and a Fetwa, or judicial decree, was accordingly drawn
up under the authority of all the ulema of Samarkand, declaring that
Olagh Beg was clearly obnoxious to the law of retaliation. ‘On the
basis of this harsh and arbitrary sentence, Abdullitteif committed his
unhappy father to the disposal of Ameir Hadjy Mahommed Khessrou,
for the purpose, as he effected to allege, of conducting him to Mek-
kah ; and he accordingly quitted Samarkand the same day, about the
hour of evening prayer.

The author of the Rouzut-us-suffi enables us further to state, that
he heard the same Hadjy Manommed with his own lips describe
the sequel of this foul transaction, in the following terms. On the
evening on which he quitted Samarkand as the conductor of Olagh
Beg, the latter appeared to urge the course of his horse, in a manner
that bespoke extraordinary satisfaction at his deliverance, conversing
as he went along, with an air of perfect indifference, with the com-
panion of his journey. When, however, they had proceeded but a.
short distance from the city, a person from behind suddenly pulled
the narrator by the slieve; on which looking back, be observed that
it was a man of the tribe of Selddz, whom he recollected as having
familiar access to the presence of Abdullatteif, and he demanded with
some surprise,. if all was well!" The man replied, that by an order.
from the Khaun, it was intimated that Oldgh Beg should suspend his.
journey on some convenient and habitable spot, until such an equip-.
age, and such requisites for his journey. should be provided as were.
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A. D.1449.
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not oﬁly suitable (o his rank, but satisfactory in the eyes of ‘the world.
The Hadjy briefly rejoined, that to hear, was:sufficient to command

-obedience. Oligh Beg then ventured to enquire what was the sub-

ject of this man’s communication ; and being.apprized, said not a word -
more, but appeared to sink at once under the weiglt of his appre-
‘hensions. At no .great distance from the spot, there stood a small
village, at which they dismounted from their horses, and prepared to

'pass the night; and, as the evening proved rather cold, Oltgh Beg

desired the atrendants to-make-up a fire before him, at which they
might, at the same time, proceed to cook their frugal meal. . While
they were thus employed, a spark entered the mantle which the
prince had thrown round his ‘shoulders, and set it on fire; which,
however, he easily extinguished with his own hands, only exclaim-
ing, with some degree of vexation, that even the elements seemed
aware of the wretchedness to which he was reduced.

In this state of alarming suspense, Hadjy Mahommed further alle-

-ged that Olagh Beg no longer attempted to conceal the strong feelings

of perturbation, by which his mind was disquieted ; one while intreat-
ing to be informed of the fate of Abdullazziz, and another piteously
demanding whether any orders had yet been received as to his own
execution, Under such circumstances, the minister of vengeance
suddenly entered, in the person of Abbas above described, accompa-
nied by another individual. The moment his eye fell upon Abbas,
the .unhappy prince started from his seat, and with his fist struck him
a violent blow .on the breast; on which the attendant instantly tore
off the leathern doublet in which his victim was clad, while Abbas
withdrew to bring a cord. In the mean time, Hadjy Mahommed
bolted the door of the ‘apartment; the wretched object of all this vio-
lence raising loud and lamentable cries for assistance. Abbas soon
returned, and leading the poor prince out of the chamber, seated
him down en a spot near which they had planted a blasing torch, or
flambeau. Hadjy Mahommed and his companions seized the oppor-
tunity to slip off, while the villain Abbas, with a single stroke of his
scimitar, bestowed the honors of martyrdom upon him, whom the
author now ventures to designate, the just, the learned, the munificent,

and the virtuous Oldgh Beg. Hadjy Maliommed then returned to
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Samarkand, where Abdullbtteif had already put his brother Abdul-
azziz to death, three days previous to the assasination of his unhappy
father. The date of this latter event is precisely exhibited in the
phrase, Abbas kosht—Abbas killcd: the Persian.characters of whieh;,
numerically applied, form together the total 853, being the year of the
hidjerab-in which the murder was perpetrated, corresponding with the
year of Christ 1449, some time in the month of November.

The unfeeling paricide was, however, not- permitted long to enjoy
his ill-acquivred power: for although possessed of many generous qua-
lities, and. of considerable acuteness of understanding, ‘_vet an inflex-
jble severity of temper, and un extraordinary quick-sightedness in the
detection of guilt, led him in all his proceedings to award his:punish-
ments, in a proportion far beyond the magnitudeof theoffence. Heunce,
it is alleged, that a conspiracy was early formed- against his. life, by &
ecombination among the servantsof OlAgh Beg, and of his murdered
brother, Abdulazziz. From.the period-of his father’s assassination, he
is also said to have had perpetually in his. mouth; the couplet ascrib.
ed, by Nizammi, to SheirGiah, the murderer of Khossrou Parveiz ;
“ the parricide is unworthy of the throne—Y-et:should: he be permit-
ted to attain it, let not his power exceed the period of six months.”"
‘Accordingly, on the evening of the 26th of the former Rebbeia of the
eight hundred and fifty fourtb of the hidjerah,* just six months after
the consummation of  his crime, as this. tyrant polluted:with a father’s
blood was returning, heedless of his destiny, from the Baugh-e-chunaur
into Samarkand, one of the counspirators, from the post- where they
had lodged themselves for the execution of their design, discharged

an arrow, which transfixed him through the body; and his attendants.

immediately dispersing in dismay, the whole approached. without
obstacle,.and striking off' his head, proceeded to suspend.it from the
principal.arch, in the front of the college of Olagh Beg. The name-
of the couspirator, by whose hand:this aet of retributive justice was-
inflicted on Abdulldtteif, happened:to be Biba Hdisseyne; and it is.
further singular, that the characters in the sentence, ** Biba Hfisseyne.
kosht,” Baba Hhsseyne killed him, *comprehend also.the date ofi

this catastrophe—854¢ ,
® 8th of May 1450..
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Immediately on the death of Abdullatteif, the nobles, and higher

classes of inhabitants at Samarkand, concurred in raising Mirza Ab~
dellab the Shirauzian, the son of Mirza Ibraubim Sdltan, to the spe-

‘cious henors of an uonsubstantial -sovereignty. Mirza Stltan Abd

Sheid, however, who had effected his escape from imprisonment and
fled to Bokhéara, towards the close of the ephemeral reign of Abdul-
latteif, nosooner became apprized of the recent events, than he secured
‘Bokbéra for himself, and marched directly for Samarkand. Mirza
Abdullah, at the head of his adherents, hastened to give him battle;
-and victory declaring for the troops of Samarkand, Stltan Abé Saeid
was once more compelled to retire into the countries beyond the
Seyhin: where he continued, for some time, to wander from place to
place without any settled habitation, until, towards the commence-
ment of the eight hundred and fifty fifth of'the hidjeral,*® he centrived
to possess himself of the fortress of Yassy. Without the smallest
:délay, a body of troops was dispatched by Mirza- Abdullah, in order
to reduce that place; but it proved so well prepared for defence, that
they returned, soon afterwards, ignominiously repulsed to Samarkand.
Abdullah new threw open the gates of his treasury, and proceeded,
‘by a lavish distribution of its contents, to lure to his standard a more

. :numerous force, and to set on foot the most formidable equipments;

in order effectually to crush the ambitious designs of Mirza Sdltan
Abd Sheid. The latter, whom our authorities concur in distinguish-
ing, henceforth, by the title of Stltan Sheid, the august Sdltan, ap-
prized of these elarmiug preparations, immediately dispatched, in
.conformity with the advice of the Ameirs of his party, to solicit the
aid of Abtikheyre Khaun, monarch of the Ouzbeks; whe very cheer-
fully complied with the request, marching without hesitation, in
‘person, to his support. Forming a junction soon afterwards, the two
pprinces proceeded with united force immediately towards Samarkand ;
and it is gravely alleged that the Khaun of the Ouzbeks, on this oc
«casion, finding that his people suffered grievously from the excessive
drought and heat of the weather, had recourse to the mysterious vir-
tues of the Juddah-taush, in consequence of which, an abundant fall
of rain was immediately obtained, together with a milder temperature

of sky.
y ¢ Commencing 2d of February A. D, 1451.
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Receiving information of the approach of the allied monarchs, Mirza A.H. 856.
. s 1 . A.D. 1451.

Abdullah on his part, at the head of a powerful army, advanced with =00
becoming resolution to oppose them; and towards the latter part of akhbaur.
the former Jummaudy, of the eight hundred and fifty fifth of the hid-
jereh,® at a village called Shirauz, at the distance of four farsangs, or .
about fourteen miles, from Samarkand, the hostile armies came to a
couflict. In this, the troops of Mirza Abdullah were totally defeated ;
and that prince, having been overtaken in his flight from the field of
battle, was immediately dispatched to pursue his course of ambition
in another world. In the mean time, well knowing the enormities
to which the inhabitants would be expesed, were the Quzbeks once
to obtain possession of Samarkand, Saitan Aba Sheid, resolved, if
possible, to avert that worst of mischiefs; and having, by sume means
or other, contrived, accordingly, to amuse the Ouzbek chiefs, he rode
alone to the gates of the city, and announcing himself to the guards,
called upon them to give him instant-admission, if they desired to
preserve the town from the outrages of the Quzbeks. The people
immediately threw open the gate, and the Sdltan entering, proceeded
without delay, to secure-the walls.and towers against attack. Per..
suasive and conciliatory. messages were then employed, to soothe the
disappointment of Ab&lkheyre,,whb, to his no small surprise, found
the entrance into the city thus barred against him. He was, however,
by suitable presents to himself and to his subordinate chiefs, at last:
prevailed upon to withdraw into his own country; thus happily re-
lieving the people of Samarkand from the rapacious volence, to which
they would otherwise have been. exposed, from these ferocious and;
sanguinary tribes. . .

Iun a former part of his summary the author has neticed, that-Mirza.
Alla-ud-doulah, after having once more obtained possession of Herht,
learning, however, that his brother, Abélkaussem Biber was ap-
proachiug, aguin abandoned that city, and retired towards Balkh, .
where a considerable number of men immediately flocked to his stand-
ard.. But Mirza Béber also approaching to the same quarter at the.
bead of his arm), on intelligeace of his proceedings, . Alld-ud-doulah .

conceived the force at his disposal, inadequate to any purpoee of
¢ End of June 1451, .
YOL. I1I, 4E
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effectual resistance, and withdrew with some precipitation, into the
mountains of Buddukhshaun. Thither, in spite of every ‘obstacle

-of snowy weather, and the severity of a rigorous winter,-he was pur-
-sued by his more fortunate brother, and his force entirely .broken and

dispersed. Upon this, returning to Balkh, Mirza Baber bestowed the
government of that province, together with Kndez and .Baklaun, upon
Ameir Peir Derwaish Hazauraspy, and his brother Ameir Ally, each

‘of them equally distinguished for integrity of mind, and liberality of '
‘disposition. From Balkh, Mirza Biber now proceeded to Herht;

‘where he was immediately -destined to witness another of those ex-

-amples of perfidy and ingratitude, which sofrequently stain the pages
‘of oriental history. '

‘When he recently took -his departure for Balkh, he had entrusted
'the government -of the important castle of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, to one
-of his officers of the name of Aweiss Beg; who had, as it would ap-
‘pear, scarcely taken charge of his trust, before he determined to betray
it. [Easily impelled by the fumes of a distempered ambition to aim
at independent power, without calculating the hazard of failure, this
‘man rashly proceeded to fortity his post, and to maintain it against

~all attempts to reduce him to his duty; neither could he be prevailed

‘upon toabandon his design, although well assured of the return of his
prince, and that he was actually lodged in the Baugh-e-seffeid, or
white gardens, in the neighborhood of Herit. At the same time, the

‘defences of Ekbhtiaur-ud-dein were of a description so formidable, as

to occasion some embarrassment in determining on the plan of attack ;

‘but that which was not te be effected without extreme difficulty,

through the application of mere force, was accomplished with perfect
facility, through the exertions of a little ordinary address on the part
‘of Mirza Baber. A confidental person was emploved by the latter
10 acquaint Aweiss, that without putting him to the inconvenience
and bazard of quitting his post, the prince would himself repair to a
Particular spot within the range of the works, to hold a conference
with him. Mirza Béber accordinglv entered the city one evening,
and, having seuta band of music and singers to lead the way, directed
-a division of tried soldiers to follow towar.:s the gate of the castle, at
-aconvenient distance behiad, Posting themselves before the principal
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entrance, the party in advance, as they were instructed to.do, pro-

A. H. 855.

claimed aloud, that the Mirza was arrived ; on which A weiss, without A _D- 1451,

the smallest hesitation, passed the wicket,. and presented hunself,
unattended, without the gate, in order, as he supposed, to receive the:
prince. He was, however, instantly attacked by one of. the party;
but him he killed with his dirk, and threw headlong into the ditch
of the place. - Nevertheless, before he could regain the gateway, the
remainder of the party rushed forward and dispatched him on the-
spot; and a few days afterwards, the place was surrendered without
further trouble, to Mirza Béber, by the brother of the rebel..

Not long afterwards,. one of the domestics of Alli-ud-doulah came:
to apprize Baber that his master was in the neighborhood, and that
he actually lay concealed in the quarter of the washermen, a su-

burb of the city so called ; on which a party was sent in search of.

him, and he was finally ciscovered and again conveyed to his prison.
Towards the conclusion of the eight hundred and fifty-fifth of the:

Kholausset-ule
akhbaur.

hidjerah, Mirza Stltan Mahommed the son of Baysungur, quitted -

Shirauz, for the last time, on his march towards.Khorassaun ; his:
brother Baber being at this period in winter quarters at Bostaum.
On intelligence, however, of the hostile designs of Saltan' Mahom-
med, Mirza Baber. resolved to try the effect of an accommodation ;.
and for that purpose, Khaujah Moulana, the- Sheikh-ul-isslaum, or
patriarch of the true faith, who had recently. repaired to his court

from Samarkand, was dispatched by him to the camp of. his brother,. '

now advanced to the neighborhood of Isfahaun. Through the zeal.
-and exertion of this Sheikh, a treaty. wasat length concluded between.
the brothers ; by which it was agreed upon that some inconsiderable-
districts. of the province of Khorassaun should be definitively trans-
ferred to the government ot I'4k Ajem, and that in all the countries.
subject to the authority. of Mirza Baber, the Khotbah and Sikkah, or-
regalities of the mosque and miut, should be regulated in the name-
of Siltan Mahommed.. Confiding in the validity of this treaty, Mir-.
za Baber quitted Bostaum on the return of the negociator; and he
was proceeding into Mazanderaun, when overtaken on the road:
by repeated expresses with information that, in. contempt of his.
Tecent epgagements, Mirza Sdltan Mahommed -had given him the:
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slip, and conducted his army, by Bostaum and Damaghaum, imme.
diately to Esferhein, which appears to lay -about midway between
Asterabad and Mush.-hed. This piece -of ‘intelligence produced for

‘a moment considerable surprise and uneasiness, on the part of Mirza

Baber ; but recovering from his embarrassment, he finally determined,

“with such a force as he could immediately coliect, to leave the forests

of Mazanderaun, and hasten with all the expedition in his power, to
give battle to his perfidious brother.

At the station of Tchunaweran, on ‘the road from Asteraqu to
‘Esferiein, whither Saitan Mahommed had hastened with an equal

‘resolution to bring their claims to the decision of the sword, the
‘rival brothers came to a conflict; in the course of which, betrayed
by Abd Sheid Meirum, one of his principal officers, who went over
:about the commencement of the action, to Mirza Baber, and appriz-
-ed him that it was the intention of his brother to break through the
‘centre of his army, Mirza Siltaa Mahommed was taken prisoner in

leading his troops direetly to the charge; the Khorassaunians opening

-systematically to receive him, end then closing their ranks again to
-cut him off from his followers. The captive Siltan, at the early age
-of four and thirty, was immediately put to death by the direction of

Baber ; and one brother having been thus effectually disposed of, it
was determined to obviate all further attempts on the part of AllA-

‘ud-doulah, ‘the other, now also a prisouer in the camp of the con-
‘queror, by an order to deprive him of sight. Softened, however, by

-a sentiment of compassion, those entrusted with the performance of

‘this operation, only passed the searing instrument across the eyelids,
‘which their prisoner was, at the same time, instructed to close as

firmly as possible; so that the pupil of the eye escaped without

:injury, and it is probable that we shall again hear of AllA-ud-doulah,

.Having obtained this decisive victory over his brother, Mirza BA-
ber, instead of proceeding into Irak by the ordinary route of Rey,

-determined, with the advice of his council, to conduct his troops

by that of Tersheiz and Toun, immediately to Shirauz. However

this may have been, after experiencing considerable difficul:y in ob-
4aining supplies for his followers, he contrived to reach Yezd; where
‘be was joined by the Ameirs Nizam-ud-dein Ahmed, and Séltan
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Hosseyne the sons of Feyronz Shah, by Gheyauth-ud-dein Peir A.H.8s5.87.
Ahmed of Khowauf, and others of the piincipal officers of the late K&h;(:;Tl:fT}ullm
Mirza Sdltan Mahommed ; and, soon afterwards, he proceeded to Shi-  akibaur.
reuz. When he had continued at that metropolis for a peripd of
four months, intelligence was conveyed to him that the troops of.
Ameir Jahaun Shah the Turkomaun, the son of Kara Ydssuf, had
captured Shwah, which was considered as the key of Irak Ajem on
that side, and that they were now pressing the siege of Koumm,
Leaving therefore Mirza Sunjur as his lieutenant in the government
of Shirauz, Baber took his departure for Irak ; but, finding on his
march that his brother All3-ud-doulah, after effecting his escape
from Mdsh-hed to the country of Fariaub, had obtained the agsigtance
of Ameir Yadgaur Shah, the chief of the tribe of Erlaut, to reduce
the city of Balkh, and that be was at this moment spreading digaf-
fection and disorder throughout Khorassaun, every other considera~
tion was abandoned as of little importance, when the security of that
great province was at stake. Accordingly, oun the sixteenth of Rud-
jub, of the year eight hundred and fifty-six,* turning off from the
Koushek-e-zerd, or yellow kiosk, Mirza Biber proceeded immedi-
ately towards Yezd, where he arrived en the 22d of the same month.
After consigning the government of that place tp Mirza Khaleil Sal--
tan the son of Mahommed Jahangueir, he continued his march
thence, and on the twelfth of the sycceeding mopnth of Shabaun,t
reached the metropolis of Herat without obstacle ; the exertions of
Ameir Peir Derwaish Hazauraspy, and of the other Ameirs of Khor-
sssaun, having been sufficient to repel the attempts of All§-ud-doulah,
previous to his arrival.

Mirza Baber now resigned himself, without restraint, to his plea-
sures; to which he appears, on all occassions, to have been spfficiently
devoted. Ip the midst of these, he was, however, some time in the
eight hundred and fifty seventh of the hidjerah,} a little disturbed by
the sudden arrival of Mirza Sunjur, and the other oficers whom be had
left far the security of Shirauz and the other goveruments of Fars; who
bad been expelled from the whole of that province, ag wel s from

* 2d of Angust 1453, + 26th of August.
3 Commencing the 11th of Jaauary 1453,
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Irdk, by the Tdrkomauns. On the l7ih of the former Rebhbeia, of -
the same year, we find recorded the death of the venerable Sheikh
Bahi-ud-dein Omar, which is more particularly noticed here, because
it is mentioned that Seyud Khawend Shah, the father of the author
of the Rouzut.us-suffa, by command of Mirza Baber, presided. at his.
faneral. v

Towards the middle part of the year eight hundred and fifty seven,.
the summer of the christian era, 1453, ever memorable for the capture:
of Constantinople by Mahommed the 11d, having completed-his pre-.
parations, Mirza Baber determined once more to attempt the subjuga..
tion of Irhk Ajem, and avenge himself effectually upon A meir Juhaun-
Shah, and the Karakdynld, or black-wether Tirkomauns. Oa the.
21st of the month of Rudjub,* at the head of a powerful army, he-
accordingly quitted Herat, on his march for Asterabad; but on- his-
arrival at Ghuzzelniauje, a dependency on Jennoushaun, or Khabou-
shaun, he became apprized, on the information of one the domestics.
of Mirza Khaleil Stltan, whom he had entrusted with the govern-
ment of Yezd, that his master with other evil disposed persons had
entered into a conspiracy hostile to his authority, and an inquiry
became immediately necessary to examine into-the facts of the accu-
sation. Enough was discovered to establish the guilt of the Shah-
zidah, and he was without further ceremony dispatched to explore
the regions of another world. Having passed the month ot Ramzaun.
at Ghuzzulniauje, Mirza Baber then put his troops again in motion
about the beginning of Shavaul,¥ and on the 15th of Zilkaudah,$ his.
camp was formed in the neighborhood of Asterabad. He returned
however, to pass the winter at Jirjaun, where it will be remembered
that he commenced his career of independence.

But, towards the close of winter, a dispatch from Balkh announced:
to him the more serious intelligence that Saltan Sae¢id had-crossed the
Jeyhtin ; and, after having defeited and killed Ameir Peir Derwa;ish,
and his brother Ally, in a battle which they had hazarded to oppose
him, that he was now encamped before that ancient eity. The ex-
pedition into Irik Ajem was, therefore, unavoidably deferred to a more
convenient opportunity ; and Mirza Baber, with the utmost celerity,.

® 27th of July 14563, 1+ October 1453. 1 16th of Navember.
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now directed the whole of his force towards the territory on the
Oxus. Having proceeded to the other side of the Mirghaub, or
river of Merd, further intelligence reached him from Balkh, that
Salian Saeid had recrossed the Jeyhiin at Termed, and returned to
his capital of Samarkand. This did not, however, produce any
change in the measures of Mirza Baber, who continued his march
without interruption towards Bakalaun; in order to cross by the five
branches which, lower down, unite to compose the main stream of
the Oxus, namely, those of Arhung, Sauly-serai, Kondez, Rokhesh,
which is considered the largest, and Kauffernihaun. He appears to
have effected the passage of the last, the heavy baggage being direct-
ed to cross still higher up, where the stream was fordable without
boats, on the first day of Ramzaun, of the year eight hundred and
fifty-eight,® continuing his march immediately to Hessaur, and from
thence towards Nourdauk, or perhaps Nourdaug. In short, advanc-
ing progressively by the route of Koholgha, or Koluga, known also
by the designation of the iron gate, he conducted his troops without
the smallest opposition, to a station within one farsang of the gates
of Samarkaud ; where he encamped oa the fourteenth of the month
of Shavaul,} or about six weeks after having crossed the northern
branch of the Oxus.

Previous to his arrival in the neighborhood, Mirza Sdltan Abd
Saeid, with the advice of the Seyud Khauvjah Nausser-ud-dein Obai-
dullah, and the principal inhabitants, had determined to sustain the
attack of his adversary behind the walls of the city; and for that
purpose, he had taken the earliest precautions to place the fortifica~
tious in the best possible state of defence. The operations of the
siege were therefore commenced on the part of Mirza Baber without
delay ; but when it had, with mutual loss and inconvenience, been
protract:d for a period of nearly forty days, a uegociation was opened

through the medium of well disposed persons, which finally termin- |

ated in a treaty of peace—it being substantially agreed upon that
the Oxus should continue to form the boundary between the two
governments, and that the prisoners taken on either side should be
- seciprocally released. ln’consequence of this arrangement, Mirza
® 24th of August 1454, 1 6th-of October,
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Baber quitted his wotks before Samarkand, some time in the month

of Zilhudje, of the eight hundred and fifty-eighth of the hidjerah ;*
and recrossing the Jeyhtn by the passage of Kerki, reached his ca.
pital of Herat, on the 4th of Mohurrem of the year eight hundred and
fifty nine.t '

Early in that year, Ameir Khaleil Hindoukah was employed on the-
part of Baber, in the reduction of the neighboring province of Seies-
taun, which he effected without great difficulty ; Shah Hdsseyne the
son of Melek Ally, the ruler of the country, being assassinated by one
of his followers, and his head conveyed to Ameir Khaleil. Iu the

" course of the same year, from a principle of considerate liberality,.

Mirza Baber conferred the government of Merit, with the adjoining
territory of Makhan, upon Mirza Sunjur; who had, probably, been-
dispossessed, by some means or other, of his fair proportion in the in-.
heritance of the Teymirian family. In the mean time, a body of
Mazanderanians confined in the fortress of Emmaud, an impregnable
place somewhere between Mash-hed and Nessa, rose upon the gar-.

" rison, and put the governor to death. Jullaul-ud-dein Mahmoud,.

however, who commanded at MaGsh-hed on the part of Baber, hasten-
ing without loss of time to the spot, happily contrived, through the
assistance of a smith, who perforated a part of the wall from- within,
to recapture the place, and restore it to the authority of his master.

From this period nothing material appears to have occurred in the
reign of Mirza Baber, until the eight hundred and sixty-first of the

" hidjerah; when having passed the winter at Mish-hed, as that prince
~ was hunting or hawking in the neighborhood of Radegaun, a favorite-

Shonkaur, or white falcon, happening to break his claw, he immedi.
ately conceived it an omen to the last degree inauspicious to his.
power ; and hastening back to Mdsh-hed, he proceeded withous fur-
ther restraint to indulge in his ruling propensity for wine, which he:

" had, it seems, for some time previously forsworne. On the twenty-

fifth of the same month.} after having passed great part of the

~ morning in his Iitter, making a circuit of the gardens in the ncighbor-

hood, he had returned to fiis hall of audience, and presented himself

¢ November and December, 1454. 1 24th of December, 1454,
1 21st of Mugch, 1462,
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us usual, to the Ameirs of the court, when suddenly rising from his seat, A. H. 86t.

in apparent displeasure, he retired to the apartment of his women ; the
«courtiers, as they withdrew from the presence chamber, sarcastically
remarking, that his wine seemed to have produced more thanits ordi-
effect upon the prince—little suspecting that he had taken his last
draught in this world, for.about the hour of ten, that same forenoon,
be was no more. Seme of the most skiltul physicians, however,
shrewdly suspected that his death had been hastened by poison; and
many devout and conscientious persons solemaly.avowed their con«
viction of that belicf, before the tomb of Ally Ruzza. In the mean
time, the remains. of the departed prince were deposited, with the
usual solemnities, in the mausoleum erected by Shab Rokh, contigu-
ous te that of the eighth lmaum at Mish-hed..

On the same day on which the hopes of his friends were thus extin-.

guished: by the premature death of Mirza Baber, who was generally

designated by the preenomen of Abtlkaussem, or father of distributive -

benevolence, the Ameirs, and principal officers of state, concurred in

placing his eldest son Mirza Shah Mahmdd, at .this period not more -

than eleven. years of age, on the throne of Khorassaun; Ameir Hds-.

seyne Ally making the best of his. way.to Herdt, while his brother -
~ Abb Saeid proceeded towards Serkhess, in order to secure the tran..
quillity of that quarter, and sbeikhzhdah Peir Kowaum towards Merd, .

to solieit the concurrence of Mirza Sunjur, in the arrangements
at Mash-hed. Eighteen dayssubsequent to the demise of his father, .
Mirza Shah Mahmud took his departure for Herit; but on his way
-to that capital, he was met by the Peir Kowaum just mentioned, on
~ his return tfrom Merd, with the information, that Mirza Sunjur openly
entertained aspiring projects of his.own, and appeared but little dis- .
posed to concur in the authority of any superior. . Atthe sametime, .
a dispatch was received from Herat announcing that Meir Habeib, .
the governor of that place, had been throwa into a state of such mis-~
era’le stupefaction, on intelligence of the death of Baber, as to furnish :
to Mirza Ibrauhim the son of Alld ud-doulah, whom ke bhad in cus-
tody, the opportuaity of which he availed himself, to escape through .
the negligence of his guards; and that that prince wus now withdrawi.,
to the territory on the Marghaub. .
WVOL. 11, ' 4.5
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‘On the twenty sixth of the former Jummaudy, of the eight hundred
and sixty first of the hidjerah,* however, Mirza Shah Mahmtd took
up his abode in the Baugh-e-mokHhitaur, and a few ‘days afterwards, in

‘the Baugh-e-zaughan, both celebrated gardens in the vicivity of
:Herat. 1n these circumstances, the Sheikh Abd Saeid recently men~
ttioned, made his appearance from Serkhess, and immediately proceed-
-ed, by a poll tax arbitrarily imposed, to commence a course of the
‘most oppressive exactions on the inhabitants of the capital, in which

they were, in no unfrequent instances, consigned to the inflictions of
the torture in various shapes. The cries of an injured people did not

Jong remain unheard. On the twenty first of the latter Jummaudy,}

Ameir Sheir Hadjy conducted the young Shah Mahmdd into the city;
ard, having secured the gates, caused it to be immediately proclaimed
to the inhabitants, that no one should presume to pay a single felss
.of this arbitrary impost, and that those who had complied with the
-odious exaction, should demand restitution without a moment’s delay.
At the same time, they were authorized to plunder the agents employed
by this Abti Sieid, wherever they could be found. On the other
‘hand, the obnoxious minister had remained during the whole of the

-ensuing night, watching the event without the gates of the town ; but
before break of day -on the following morning, accampanied by his

brother Hisseyne Ally, he thought it pradent to retire also towards
the river Mdrghaub. He had, however, not proceeded far on his

way, before he was overtaken by Sheir Hadjy, and with his life com-

pelled to atome for his numerous oppressions,
-In the mean time, reports were continually arriving fron» the Mara

‘ghaub, of the numerous bodies of armed men who were assembling

in that quarter, under the standard of Mirza Ibraubim the son of AllA-
ad-doulah, and of the (esign, openly avowed by that prince, of march-
ing to Herit, Thus circumstanced, conceiving a susp:cion that, from
a desire to favor the wishes of the dowager Gouhershaud, who had
-always evinced a predilection for Ibrauhim, the Terkhaunian Ameirs
might be indaced on the day of battle, to go over to that prince, Sheir
Hadjy resvlved to anticipate the design, by putting them all to death,
Under the pretext then of assisting at a council of state, they were ac-

* 30th of April 1457, + 16th of May.
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eordingly invited to the palace in the raven gardens, for the purpose of A.H. 861,

carrying. this plan of anticipated vengeance into execution. One of &
the proscribed chiefs, however, Ameir Ahmed the son of Feyrouz.
Shah, from an instinctive sagacity, conceiving some suspicion of the
plot, instantly took to flight; and Sheir Hadjy, and his associate Peh-
lewaun Hisseyne Diwaunah, finding their design discovered, hasten-
ed therefore to carry it into execution, against those who yet remained
in their power. Ameir Weiss Terkhao; although not.before he had
brought Sheir Hadjy. to the earth, by a wound.in.the abdomen with
his. dirk, together with his son, and two more Ameirs.of this distin-
guished tribe, was. now put to death; and.the same day, as he was
proceeding to hig tenure of Khowauf, Pehlewaun Hisseyne fell in.
with Ameir Ahmed the son of Feyrouz.Shah, whom he also dispatched
to join his compeers. Sheir Hadjy then hastened to lodge the youung
Mirza Shah Mahmid and the dowager Gouhershaud, in the fortress
of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, while the skill of his physicians. was employed.
in the cure of his own wound..

The hostile preparations on the Mirghaub had been now: completed, .
and the shahz&dabh lbrauhim, at the head of a numerous and formid-
able body of troaps, no longer delayed his march towards Herdt. In
consequence of this intormation, the first step of Sheir Hadjy was to
remove, with his royal ward Shalh Mahmdd, into the Baugh-e-mokh+
taur, without the gates of the city; but, on the seventh of Rudjub,*
when it was announced that Mirza lbrauhim was already.in the neigh-
borhood, the yonng Mahmad was conveyed towards Muash-hed, while
Sheir Hadjy made the best of his way to secure himself in the fortress
of Neirahtou, a place of great strength, twelve farsangs, or about two
and forty miles, to the N. E. of Heris. Qn the same:day at noon,
Mirza Ibrauhim took: up his abode in the garden just evacuated by his
adversaries, and there. publicly assumed the royal authority. Never-
theless, intelligence arrived from Mish-hed, a few days afterwards,
that Mirza Shah Mabmd had yet been able to assemble a considerable
force, with whigh he was again advancing towards Herat; and Mirza .
Ibraubim proceeded thence, in the middle of Shabaun,t to give battle :
to .his opponent. = Accordingly, not far from the Rebbaut, or qqaq,-

* 30th of May 1447. 1 .Beginnihg of July.
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rangle, or caravanserdi, of Shah Melek, the hostile armies came to a
conflict, in which, at one time, victory seemed disposed to declare
for Shah Mahmdd; but the scale having been turned in favor of the

-opposite party, through the personal exertions of Ameir Ahmed Ter-

khan, that young chief was finally defeated, and again compelled to
retire towards Mash-hed, purswed by the troops ef his victorious
kinsman. Although not a very singular occurremce, ‘it was, at the
same time, a circumstance full of perplexity and alarm to the unfor-
tunate inhabitants of Herat, that about ten in the forenoon of the
twenty fitth of Shabaun,® intelligence shouid have reached them, that

‘Yictory had declared for Mirza Shah Mahmid; about an hour after-

wards, more recent information arrived, that fortune had changed sides,
and tirat the standard of Mirza Ihrauhim was triumphant; and at noon
of the same day, the agent of Stltan Saeid, the reigning prince of Sa-

‘markand, made his appearance to announce, that his master would be

‘ander the walls of the town on the morning of the following day.

To account for this ‘latter circumstance it becomes necessary to
state, that from the moment at which he found himselfin secure pos-
wession of the throne of Samarkand, Stéiltan Sheid had ever had'in view
the reduction, not only -of Khorassaun, but of the whole of the terri-
tory usually comprized 'under the designation of Irn. As soon,
‘therefore, as the death of Mirza Biaber was announced to him his
thoughts became the more irresistibly attracted tewards that object,
being farther stimulated by the pressing invitations of Ameir Sheikh
Hadjy, the governor of Balkh. He accordingly crossed the Oxus, at
the head of his troops; and, by the 25th of Shabaun, he had led them
by forced marches to a camp behind the village of Sauk-e-Selmaun,
at no great distance from Herat, to which he dispatched the message
already altuded to. Moulana Ahmed Yessawel whocommanded, on
the part of Mirza ¥brauhim, in the citadel of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, evin.
‘ced, at first, a determination to defend the town; but on more mature
reflcction, he thought it more advisable to coufine his exertions
exclusively, to the defence of his particular post. ‘On the following
day, however, Siltan Sheid, without experiencing any opposition,
entered Herbt by the gate of Keptchauk, takiug up his residence in

i * 17th of July.
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the Baugh-e-sheher, or garden of the eity—a palace belonging to the' A. 1. ge61.
#ncient sovereigns within the walls. A summons was now dispatched A D 1457~
to require the submission of Moulana Ahmed, and the surrender of I‘tﬁfﬁ:;? ul-
the fortress of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein; to which he replied, that the place:
had been confided to him, by a prince to whom he was bound by every
tie of gratitude and duty, and that he was incapable of betraying his
trust, while his benefactor was living to reclaim it at his handss
This answer produced considerable resentment on the part of $tiltan:
Sheid, whose troops were immediately directed to commence an attack
upon the place, glthough with little prospect of suecess,

Io the mean time, some malevolent individuals had suceeeded in’
persuading the Sdltan that the emissaries of Mirea Ibrauhim had
constant access to the presence of Gouhershaud, the widow of the
iltustrione Shah Rokh; and were as congtamtly suffered to depart
without intecruption, with every information that eould be required,
on the state of atfairs at Herdt. In consequence of this, the mon-
arch, in a fit of unreflecting resentment, gave ovders that this cele-
brated princess, it seems, now, not less distinguished for her love of-
justice and her many other virtues, than for vhe elevated and illus-
trious station which she had filled in the empire, should be put to
death ; and the harsh decree was carried into execution on the tenth’
day of Ramzaun, of the eight bundred and sixty-first of the hidjerah.®
After the consummation of this act of unwarrantable severity, for
such, even in the mildest sense it is admitted to have been by our
author, Sheikh Hadjy conceived he might venture from Neirahtou
to Herht; since the Stltan had given so unequivocal a pledge of his
bostility to the opposite party, and he -ex perienced accordingly a very
honorable reception. But, in his absence from Neirahtou, he was
destined to be robbed of that impregnable post by one of those daring
exertions of adventurous enterprise, against which, although the ex-
ample is aot of wafrequent recurrence in the history of the world,
bhuman prudence has net yet heen found always sufficiently on ite
guard to provide. ©On his departure for Herit, Sheikh Hadjy had
entrusted this 1mportant asylum to the care of one of his most confi-
dential follewers ; and one evening shorily afterwards, a ¥ ossauk, of

# Siet of July 1457,
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peasant, or mountaineer perhaps, of the name of Peitkah, pfeuenting-
himselt at the entrance of the fort, with a small flock of sheep, atter:
some conversation with the guard, made a request that he might be.
permitted to continue there, for the night. The request was.complied.;
with, without much difficulty, and the shepherd was further. permit..
ted to enter the fort : when, watching his.opportunity, after aHowiog -
a reasonable part of the night to expire, he proceeded silently to the-
ramparts, and from thence let down to his associates. below, who had
repaired to the spot by appointment, a strong rope or noose, by which-
they easily contrived to gain the top of the wall. Accompanied by.
these he hastened, sword in hand, directly to the head quarters.of the
governor, who contrived, however, by some chance or-other to effect:
his escape, although desperately wounded; but the fort, augd all it.
contained, remained in possession of the successful adventurer..
Stltan Sheid had scarcely had time ta reflect on the circumstances.
of this untoward event, when a dispatch from Balkh announced to.
him the more alarming intelligence, that the sons of Abdullttteit were -
at the head of a formidable insurrection in Mawur-un-neher. On,
the ninth day of Shavaul,* he was, therefare, under the necessity of-
quitting Herlt, and of returning withaut delay towards the territory.
on the other side of the Oxus.. A part of the army which he had.
sent on before him, had, however, the good fortune to fall in with the-
two sons of Abdulldtteif, the Mirzas Ahmed and Jouky, in the
neighborhood of Balkh, and there totally to defeat them; Mirza Ahmed,
being killed in the battle, although his brother found means. to etfect.
his escape. ' And, in these circumstances, Stltan Sheid thought it,
convenient to pass the succeeding winter at. Balkh.

On the other hand, when he experienced the last discomfiture-
recently noticed, from Mirza Ibraubim, Mirza,Shah Mabmdd retired,
at first to Mdsh-hed ; but continuing his retreat a short time after-.
wards into Mazanderaun, he was. there received by Baba Hussun,,
the governor of the province, with every demonstration of zeal and,
attachment, and liberally provided with all that was necessary to,
support the splendour of his rank. These circumstances were early.
made known to Mirza Ibrauhim, with the assurance that his compe-.

* 20th of August 1457,
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titor was already at the head of a sufficient force, with which once A.H. 361862,
more to dispute his pretensions in the field of battle, Mirza Ibrau- A'T'Dl‘ibl"“'
bim proceeded therefore with the utmost expedition, by the route of K&z;;:::nl.
Nessa and Abawerd, towards Asterabad; while the young Shah Mah-
mid, on his part, issued with equal resolution from the forest of
Jarjan to oppose him. Just at this crisis intelligence was received
that Ameir Jahaun Shah the Turkomaun, the son of Kéra Yissuf,
with an overwhelming force had crossed the ridge of Sundouk-shi-
kunn, and was actually entering the boundaries of Mazanderaun,
The information appears to have produced a sudden panic upon the
mind of Shah Mahmad, and he immediately fled, in conjunction with
Baba Hissun his friendly and munificent glly ; while Mirza Ibrau-
him, either disregarding, or disbelieving, the report of Ameir Jahaun
Shah’s approach, continued- his march without deviation towards
Asterabad, at the distance of one farsang from which place, he en-
camped a short time afterwards. A body of troops whom he had,
however, dispatched further in advance, fell in unexpectedly with
some of the scouring parties of the Trkomauns, by whom they were
immediately attacked and thrown into confusion. At the moment
the disorder was at its height, Mirza Ibraubim arrived upon the spot;
" but, perceiving that all was lost, he sought no alternative but what
was to be found in an immediate and precipitate flight—many of his
most distinguished followers perishing in the pursuit which was
eagerly kept up by the victorious Trkomans. Mirza Ibrauhim
bimself, however, with a few of his adherents, succeeded in reaching
Herat, on the ninth of the month of Suffur, of the eight hundred and
sixty second of the hidjerah,* and was received with hospitality and
respect by Ameir Abmed Terkhan, the governor of the province.
Moulana Ahmed Yessawel, the Kelladaur of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, has-
tened at the same time to offer the homage of tealty to his prince ;
but conceiving that he did not experience that favorable reception,
to which, by his services, he thought himself entitled, he determined,
on his return to the castle, to take a part entirely hostile to the in-
terests of the same prince; which, before the month was at an end, he
did not hesitate to disclose. Neither was he to be dissuaded from his

* 26th of December 1457,
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designs, nor prevailed upon to expose himself, any more, without the-
precincts of his command; although much was urged on the part of
Ameir Ahmed Terkhan to induce him to recede.

In these circumstances Mirza Ibrauhim determined, not without:
theconcurrence of his principal officers, todispatch an embassy to Sil-.
tan Sheid, with proposals for an accommodation; to which that prince
appears to have acceded without great difficulty, stipulating, however,

“that Mirza Ibrauhim should cordially unite in opposing the Tarko-
mauns, who were now making rapid progress on the frontiers of Kho-
rassaun : and thus far successful, the ambassadors of Herht were.
permitted to return well satisfied with the result of the negociation.
Here, with apparent regret at the selfish propensities of human am-
bition, the author pauses to enumerate the different chiefs, who, at
one and the same crisis, had now started .up within the limits of
the single province of Khorassaun; all contending for the same point-
of individual and independent power, without reflecting upon the -
mischiefs thus accumulated upon the suffering inhabitants. Among-
those included under the obnoxious charge, must be mentioned .
Ameir Jahaun Shah the Tirkomaun, at Esferaein; Mirza Shah Mah-
mdd, at Touss; Mirza Alla-ud-doulah, after an absence of some
years in Keptchauk, at Abiwerd ; Mirza Ibraubim, in the city of -
Herat ; Mirza Sunjur, at Merd ; Stltan Siaeid, at Balkh; Melek
Kaussew, the grandson of Kira Y dssuf, in conjunction with Ameir
Khaleil, in Seiestaun, [adjoining]; Moulana Ahmed Yessawel, in .
the citadel of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein; Ameir Peirzaud, in the castle of
-Serkhess ; Ameir Boba Hissun, in the fortress of Emmaud ; Sheikh .
Hussun the son of Sheikh Teymdr, at Jennoushaun or Khaboushaun;

.and Ameir Weiss the son of Khiwundshab, in the castle of Tebbes, .
-or Tabas. i A

With regard to Mirza AllA-ud-doulah it appears that; on his flight

from the geanerals of his brother Baber, he had become, for.seversl
years, a wanderer in different parts of the country of the Moghils; -
‘but on intelligence of the death Baber, he ventured to retura through

- Khaurezm, and was now.at, Abiwerd, from whence he dispatched to .

«announce his arrival to his son lbraubim. Mirza [braubim appeass
to have been sincerely rejoiced at the return of his father, to whom .
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hie immediately caused to be conveyed such presents as might have
been acceptable on the occasion. Shortly afterwards, Alld-ud-doulah
being on his way to Herat, Ibrauhim hastened to meet him as far as
the river Senjaub; where, on conferring together with respect to
the best plan of proceeding under present circumastances, it was resol-
ved that the son should remain at the head of the troops in the field,
while the father continued his journey to Herat, there to repose himself
for some time from the fatigues of a wandering life. On the seventh
of the latter Jummaudy.of the eight hundred and slxty second of the
hidjerah,* accordingly, Alla ud-doulah took up his residence once
more in the metropolis of his grandfather. Finding it, however, un-
fortunately expedient, by the imposition of a poll tax, and other vex-
atious measures, to raise a sum of money upon the inhabitants, it so-
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happened, that before any considerable progress had been made in this .

odjous collection, a messenger from Mirza Ibrauhim should arrive
to announce that the army of the Tdrkomans was at hand, and to
indicate the danger of remaining any longer at Herdt. Withinfinite
reluctance therefore, on the first day. of the month of Shabaun,t AllA-
ud-doulah. again quitted that capital, and withdrew in haste to the
mountains of Ghour. Immediately on. his retreat, the inhabitants of
Herat were thrown into the utmost consternauon, by their alarm at
the actual approach of the Tdrkomans; of which the licentious popu-
lace took. instant advantage, to mdulge in the disposition to plunder,.
and to exercise every species.of enormlty and otitrage on their fellow
citizens. On his arrival,” however, at the town of Gousfiah, Ameir
Jahaun Shah, the monarch of the Tﬁrkomans, apprized of the danger
to which the respectable mhahltants were thus exposed, and ‘of the
general dispersion. which must bave been the result, lost no time to-
convey to the city every assurance of his protecnon, lmmedlately
dispatching Ameir Peirzaud the Bokhﬁnan to assume the government
in his name. On the ﬁfteenth ‘of the same monthiof’ Shabaun,} Ameir-
Jahaun Shah in person made hls entrance into Herdt, confirming to.
‘the inhabitants his assurances “of " protechon, not less than' if ihey'
were the subjects of his own immediate gOVei'nment. 'His attestion.

‘was, in thé mean time, directed 1o ‘the ‘réduction 'of thé citddel ofc

® 21st.of April 1468. "4 18th’of June 1458, 1.27th of Junes
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Ekhtiaur-ud-dein; which, after the resistance of a few days, was how-
-ever surrencered to him, on terms of personal indemnity by Moulana
Abmed Yessawel the governor, who was admitted to the distin-

-guished favor of the Tdrkoman prince, immediately on quitting his

post.

While these occurrences were taking place at Herﬁt, a serious mis-
understanding, of which it would be perfectly immaterial to discuss
the grounds, broke:out between Alla-ud-doulah and his son lbrau-
him; who had, by this time, also sought an asylum among the moun-
tains of Ghour, the breach, on the perfidious suggestions of some of
the Terkhanian Ameirs, terminating in the imprisonment.of theyoung-
er prince. ~This act of severity had, however, been scarcely carried
into execution, when Abdullah Khoujah, an Ameir of that distin-

_Ruished class, who had been recently employed on the embassy to

Stltan Sheid, returned ; and, expressing without reserve, his disap-
probation of the imprisonment of Mirza lbrauhim, the other Ameirs
of the tribe were soon brought over to his opinion, and measures
having been accordingly taken to set the prince at large, he proceeded
without delay, to cancel, or abjure, all further allegiance to a father’s
authority. At the same time, information of these changes had been
punctually conveyed to Ameir Jahaun Shah, from whom a dis-
patch was now received inviting Alld-ud-doulah to Herht; an invi.
tation which ‘he conceived too fortunate, not immediately to avail

himself of ; and, on the festival of sacrifice of the tenth of Zil-

hudje, of the eight hundred and sixty second of the hidjerah,* he ac-

cordingly made his appearance in the camp of the Tdrkoman chief,

by whom he was received with the most distinguished kindness and
respect. _All the while, we must not omit to vbserve, a negociation
for peace ‘was on foot, between Ameir Jahaun Shah and Séltan Saeid;
but :before it was yet brought to a conclusion, Ameir Ahmed the

ATe_l!k'ha.n'ian, with a considerable body of his kindred, deserted the
cauge:of Mirza Ihraubim and came to Herat; where he was also very

honorably entertained by the monarch of the Tirkomans,
Ameir Jahaun Shah had been now encamped under the walls of
" Herht for a period of nearly six months, when intellijence was rather

~ ® 18th of October 1458,
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unexpectedly received, that Sdltan Saeid, at the head of a powerful A, H. 862-863.
army, had crossed th.e Mirghaub; and"tl_mt',' after passing the lungur, %l;?l;_“lsga .
or mausoleum, or abiding place, of Meir Gheyauth, he was already ~ sxhbaur.
advanced as far as the town of Oubah, on his march for the capital of
Khorassaun. The circumstance appears to have produced consider:
able surprise, and some alarm in the camp of the Tdrkomans; and the
" monarch, with the main body of his army, conceived it prudent to
remove towards the HerAtroud, a river so called at some distance to
the wesward of the city, detaching Mirza Peir Bedauk, the most war--
like of his sons, with a division of chosen troops, to watch the ap-
proach of the enemy. But this division, after having experienced
some proof- of the valour and discipline of the Samarkandians, very
speedily rejoined the main body of the Tdrkomans. To add to the
embarrassments of Jahaun Shah at this anxious crisis, accounts of an
alarming nature arrived from Azerbidijaun, and determined him in the
resolution of returning without further delay towards that kingdom ;
and; in order tosecure an unmolested retreat from Khorassaun, Seyud
Ashoura, one of his most confidential agents, was immediately dise
patched to bring the treaty with Saltan Seid ‘to an amicable concla-
sion. The St@ltan very explicitly declared, that if Ameir Jahaun
Shah-would withdraw his troops, without further trouble, from Kho-
rassaun and Irdk Ajem, and content himself- with- the territory of
AzerbAijaun, long since in his possession'; there should be no obstacle
to an accommodation of all other differences.  After considérable dis+
cussion, a treaty was, however; at last' concluded, by which it was
stipulated that Ameir Jahaun- Sheh should- immediately retire into
Azerbiijaun, putting the agents of Stitan Sleid in possession of the
whole of Khorassaun to the gates of Semnaun; and, with the treaty
thus concluded; Seyud Ashoura returned to the presence of his mas«
ter. [In the beginning of Suffur, ot the eight hundred and 'sixty third
of the hidjerah,* from the neighborhood of - Yaheya-abad, where they
had been-for some time encamped, the TUrkomans, accordingly, coms
menced their retreat-for Azerbhijaun, destroying, with useless barbaas -
rity, every vestige of the abode of man that lay in the course of their.
march.  Sidltan Sieid, on the other hand, entered Herbt on the fifteenth .

¢ December 1458, 4 27th of December.
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of the same month,} taking up his residence in the Baugh-e-sheher,

or old palace in the city; where he exerted himself with laudable ear-
nestoess and zeal, to promote the administration of a just government,
towards an oppressed and suffering people. During the succeeding
winter, nevertheless, the city of Hert was visited by a depl rable
scarcity, and a great. mulutude of the mhabltants of the town and
nenghborhood was desuned to pensh through want of bread, or some
other means necessary to the support of existence.. C

. As 300n as he had, as he conceived, ﬁrmly estabhshed his authority
in the. capital of Khorass;wn, Stltan Sdeid veatured to dismiss the
greater part of his army for S'amarka,nd reserving a body of about two
thousand horse only; for the defence of his person; and-intelligence of
this unwarranted security, having been early conveyed to-the Mirzas
Alla-ud-doulah, Ibrauhim, and Sunjur, a.correspondence ensued be-
tween:those princes, in consequenee of which, they shortly afierwards
united their troops together at Serkhess, for the purpose of attacking
the Séltan. Full of hope and ardour, and entirely regardless of his
great disparity of force, the latter proceeded,.without hesitation, to
combat the designs .of his enemies ; being joined, however, on his
warchy by a body of troops from Samarkand, under the-orders of Sey-
ud; Mezeid Arghtin, and Ameir Sbéltan Ahmed the son of Temir
Taugh. Towards the :middle of the former month of Jummaudy,*
and about midway between Serkhess and Merd, the rival parties came
to a battle; in which both wings of the army of Stitan Sheid were
comptetely put to flight, by the opposite divisions of that of the asso-
ciated shahzhdahs, . On this occasion, mqny,.of the fugitives never
halted to ;qbose from their apprehensions until they reached the city
of Samarkand, from whence they did not fail to circulate the alarm

of the Sdltan’s discomfiture, throughout the surrounding. country,

Notwithstapding this abscision of his wings, Saltan Sieid; however,

~ at the head of the centre, which remained yet firm and -unbroken under

bis- own orders,. proceeded sword in hand to charge his opponents,

flushed as they were with recent successy and, by .one: determined

effort, -entirely ghpng'ed the fortune of the day; Alld~ud-doulah and

tis son Ibreuhim; both quitting the field in. the. utmost dismay, while
© . ® About the 20th of March 1450, . _ »
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Mirza Sunjurfell aprisoner into the hands of the victor,by whoseorders A.H. 863.
he was immediately put to death. After this, Stltan Seid returned K—!:Tliu'lﬁ"ti‘:ul-
to Herht. in order to enjoy the triumph of his well earned fame ; and akhbau.
amidst his hours of relaxatian from wmore serious pursyjts, sought
aemusement in syperintending the erectian of the Eidgah, or place of
sacrifice, with probably a mosque attached, in the environs of the
capnal .But while these qccurrences werg passing in Khorassaun
Abbl Ghauzy Séltan, Hﬁsseyne Bahauder Kbaun. the great—g;andson
of Mjrza. Qmar Sheikh, had alfeady made himself master of the terri-
tory of Jarjaun, in the neighborhood; ,and afterexpellmg gbe Tark-
omauns, by giving full encouragement .tp the hopes of his soldiers,
and by securing the attachment of hig new subjects jn general, was
rapidly. proceeding in the egtablishment of his independence.  Andin
this place it becomes, in some measure, indispensabj y Degessary to ac-
company our author jn his extensive, though not ungeasonable digres-
sion, to furnish spme account of the descent, and earl y hlstory, of this
able and warlike prince; to the mumﬁcence of whose minister, Ally
Sheir, the gity of Herdt was indebted for many of its noblest orna- -
ments, and every branch of learmng for the most l;be;‘al encourage-
ment.
~ The father, then, Of Abﬁl Ghauzy Sﬁltap Hl‘lsseyne Bahauder Khaun,
who with other titles, acquired ultimately that of Siheb Keraun-saunl.
.second lord of the propitious conjunction,. was S-.“Jt,a!' Gbeyg_q’th-udi-
dein Munsour, the son of Mirza Baykera, the.son of Mirza Omar
.Sheikk, who was the son of Teymdr. His mother. was.the princess
_Feyrouzah Begum, the daughter of erza Spjtan Hasseyne, the son
.of Ameir Mahommed Beg, who wag the son of Ameir, Moussa, of the
.tribe of Tanjont ; anq the mothet of Mnrza Sﬁlta,n Hﬁsseyne,as hath
(already sppeared, was the princess Aga Begnm the dqughter of Tey-
(fir. .And Iastl,y,, the, mother of Feyrouzah Begum was Katldg
Sﬂjtan Begum the dqughte; of Me;ran Shah, by Oroup §Mtan, the
danghter of Seydrghetmesh Khaun, the son of Dauneshmeudjah
.Khaun, the son of Keydou, thespn of Nourejaun, the 500 of Ougdai
K baun, who was,‘lhe san of Jquueag Hence it appea;s that Abil
ZGhanzy, or rather Abﬁlgbauzy, as it may | be more compactl" written,
was on. both sides descended from two, of the most renowned con-
querors that ever bestrode the globe, and his birth is here recorded
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A H.863. to liave taken place in one of thie suburbs of Herit, in the month of"
A. D.1459. Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and forty-second ot the hidjerah.®:
Kh:}f;;:&:-,“l-' From his very infancy lie is described to have exhibited, of course,.
the most undoubted presages ‘of his exalted destiny; but more parti-

cularly in his ardor to acquire every proficiency in the art of* war,.

and to prepare himself for its fatigues, by the habit of manly-exer-

' cise in every shape. At the age of fourteen he liastecned' to present

himself at the court of his relative Baber, by whom ke was enter-

‘tained with affectionate kindness; and he wus present with that

prince, when he concluded' the treaty with Stltan Sdeid, under the

walls of Samarkand. Actuated, however, by the ties of closer consan-

guinity, he then embraced the opportunity of forsaking the standard of

Mirza Baber, in order to put himself under the protection of his rival..
Nevertheless, on the revolt of Mirza Stltan Weiss, another of the:
descendants of Mirza Baykera, some time afterwards, Sdltan Saeid

became jealous of the attachment of the princes of that line; and-
Abtilghauzy with thirteen more of the same kindred, was committed:

" to prison. But, at the solicitation of his mother, the princess Feyrou-

zah Begum, who hastened from Khorassaun the moment she became

apprized of her son’s misfortune, he was considerately set at large,.

and permitted to aceompany lier to Herit; where lie was once more-

received to the friendship of Mirza Béber.

Removing, liowever, to Merd-shahjahaun on the death of that
prince, Abdlghauzy there espoused the daughter of Mirza Sunjur;
and at-the period when Mirza Shah Mahmid, after the battle with
Mirza Ibrauhim, fled towards Asterabad, Mirza Sunjér did not scru-
ple to leave his son-in-law, as his lieutenant at Mert, while he pro-
ceeded in haste to take possession of Mish-hed. During the absence
of Mirza Sunjdr, as it happened, a misunderstanding srose between
Abbtlghauzy Stltan Hésseyne, and Ameir Hussun Erlaut, who had
been entrustéd,’with the actual management-of affairs ; but who was, .
unfortunately, hittle blessed with the advantages: of a benevolent dis-
position, or accommodating manners. The dispute, however, ter-
minated in the iinprisonment of- the unaccon modating ageut; on.
which, without further ceremony, AbGlghauzy transferred the diadem..

® June, July, 1438..



of Merdl to his own brows. But becoming alarmed at some appear-
ances of disaffection, or treason, among the abettors of his usurpation,
he hastily withdrew from Merd as soon as Mirza Sunjdr was aanounc-
ed to have reached Makhan, on his return from Mudish-hed, and
wandered, for some time, among the solitudes of the neighboring
desert, awaiting some favorable turn of fortune.- At length, when,
in conseguence of "the invasion of the Tirkomans from Irik Ajem,
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Ameir Baba iTussun was flying from Jarjaun towards Mer0, he was .

intercepted near one of the villages in the territory of Nessa, by no

other than this illustrious wanderer, by whom, after a very desperate

conflict, he was defeated and taken prisoner, and according to the

ordinary summary practice of the day, immediately put to death..
Encouraged by this dawn of success, Abilghauzy bent his course .

towards the territory of Jarjaun, and, on his arrival at the station of

Feyrouzghund, had the gratification to see his force auspiciously.

augmented by the junction of Ameir Mahommed Khodadaud, a chief

formerly attached to the government of Mirza Baber, and who, at this -

period, held the districts of Esferbein, Jowein, and Baharabad. Thus
strengthened Ablighauzy proceeded on his march with more leisure
and greater confidence; but at the station of Stitan Dowein, he found
his progress arrested by a numerous body of TGrkomans, under the
direction of Hasseyne Saudl, who had there issued from the forests
of Jlrjaun immediately in his way. A most sanguinary and obsti-
nate conflict now took place, in which Abulghauzy is described to
have exhibited the most distinguished example of prowess and acti-
vity. The reward of his exertions on this arduous day, was a very
complete and signal victory; Husseyne Saudil and his brothers, to-
gether with many more of his principal officers and followers, being
taken alive, but immediately afterwards put to death by their con.
querors.

In consequence of this success, Abllighauzy, in the early part of
Zilhudje, of the eight hundred and sixty-second of the hidjerah,®
entered Asterabad without resistance, and there publicly invested
himself with the royal dignity ; immediately ordering the coinage and
public prayers to run for the future in his name, and holding out to

® October 1484
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the people the most liberal assurances of a just and beneficent gov-.
ernment. Apprized of these oceurrences, SGltan Séeid did.not omit,
through the medium of an extraordinary embassy, to.congratulate his.
kinsman oo the conquest of Asterabad, and to eonfirm the relations.
of amity, and good correspondenee, already subsisting between them..
The embassy was received with every mark of complacency by Abél..
ghauzy, and returned shortly afterwards with. the most favorable-
jmpressions of his kindness and liberality. But Stltan Sheid, on his.
part, very early evinced that he was little disposed to make good.
the professions of friendship, of which he had been sufficiently liberal.
towards his aspiring kinsman ; since he was no sooner at leisure from.
his engagements in Khorassaun, than he dispatched one of his offi-
cers to take possession of a certain district on the adjoining frontier,.
which had been previously occupied by the agents ot Abdlghauzy.
The discontent produced by such a circumstance was destined, as
usual in most cases, to accumulate by repeated aggravation, to that
degree of hostility which will be the subject of our attention in a
subsequent page,

In the mean time, the narratwe proceeds to state that Stltan Sheid-
when he found himself disengaged from the attacks of his more dan-
gerous adversaries, determined to employ the force-at his disposal in
the reduction of the celebrated fortress of Neirahtou; of whichthesiege-
was accordingly opened with the construction of numerous Mokaubel-
koub, or batteries of some description or other, in order to beat down.
the defences, and breach the works wherever practicable. Betore the-
operationsof the siege had, however, been long in progress, Peirkah, the
shepherd chief, who was sull in possession of the place, became suspi..
cious of the attachment of his garrison, in consequence of which seve-
of them were immediately put to death; and the apprehensions excited:
by this rashact of jealous violence provoking the vengeance of the sur-
vivers, one morning when he ) ast expected it tyey rose sword in hand.

- upon the hoary adveaturer, and instantly dispatched himn, conveying

the head to plead tor parden. with the court of Herat.. The fory

_tress must, accordmglv have, fallen into the hands of its besiegers

without further resistance; sirce the assassins of the governor are said
to have been remunerated by the distinguished favor of the Stltan
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for this seasonable piece of service. Another auspicious event to the A. H.863-884. .
government of Siltan Saeid, which marked the period under consi- :ﬁ%ﬁ“‘
deration, was the death of Mirza Ibrauhim the son of Alla-ud doulah, ~ gxhpaur,
on his march towards Mish-hed, after having assembled at Dama-
ghaun a fresh army, with which he was hastening once more to try
his fortune against the Sdltan. The body was brought to Herat for
sepulture, in the college of the princess Gouhershaud; where it was
eonsigned to the grave some time in the month of Shavaul, of the -
eight hundred and sixty-third of the hidjerah.*

Before the conclusion of the same year, the important fortress of
Emmaud was also surrendered to one of the Siltan’s generals, by a
person of the name of Mahommed Diwaunah—the governor under the
authority of Biba Hussun, whose death in consequence of the action
with Abblghauzy Siltan Husseyne has been already noticed. Con-
trary to what had been observed with respect to Neirahtou, which
had been stored with every species of supply against contingencies,
the works of Emmaud were by the expreas orders of Sultan Sheid,.
levelled with the earth. About the close of the year, also, Mirza
Shah Mahmd, the son of Mirza Baber, who, on his flight from the
Tarkomans, had conveyed himself into Seiestaun, was killed, in a
battle which took place, about this period, between Ameir Khaleil
Hindoukah, the governor of that province, and Ameir Baba, governor
of Kabdl. ‘

Soon after the commencement of the eight hundred and sixty.
fourth of the hidjerah,t it was announced to Sultan Sheid, that the
troops of Abulghauzy had made an incursion to the gates of Sub-
buzwaur; pillaging the country of every species of property that they
could lay their hands on. In consequence of such information, a
division of troops under the orders of Ally of Parss, and Hussun the
son of Sheikh Temir, was immediately dispatched towards Mazande-
raun; the Siltan in person, at the head of an additional force, pro-.
ceeding in the same direction, on the fourth of the former month of-
Jummaudy.}- On intelligence of the approach of the former force,.
Abulghauzy couceived that an opportunity presented itcelf from,
which it was possible to derive some advantage ; and he accordingly,

* August 1459y + November 1459. . 1 20th of February 1460. .
¥OL. III. 4. H.
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hastened with a small body of select cavalry to meet this advanced
«corps of the Khorassaunians: but when he was within a short dis-
“tance of the boundaries of the province, being further advised that
‘Sultan Sheid in person, with the best part of his army, was on his
march for Mazanderaun, he thought it prudent to retarn, in order to
‘provide a more adequate force to repel the danger. At a ciisis of
such need and importance, several of his Ameirs with their retainers,
however, embracing the opportunity to desert the standard of their
chief, Abulghauzy found it expedient to accommodate with the
times ; and to withdraw, for the present, towards the territory of
‘Adauk, in the kingdom of Khaurezm. Sultan Sieid was thus ena
bled to enter Asterabad,shortly afterwards, without opposition ; where
having recreated himself for some days, he left his son Saltan Mah-
mid in possession of the government, returning himself without fur-
‘ther delay towards the metropolis of Khorassaun.

But, while he was engaged in Mazanderaun, on this occasion, that
metropolis had been exposed to the inost imminent danger from an
attack on the part of Ameir Khaleil Hindoukah, the ruler of Seies-
taun, where he had maintained an independent authority, ever since
the time of Mirza Baber. Availing himself of the absence of Siltan
Saeid, this chief determined to make an attempt on Herat, expecting
to find it unprovided for defence; but as the citizens had, by some
means or other, become apprized of his intention, they had, by
‘strengthening and securing their walls and towers, sufficieatly pre-
pared for his reception ; so that, on the twelfth day of Ramzaun,®
when, on his arrival before the town, he led his troops to the assault,
they had bat little reason to congratulate themselves on the prospect
‘before them. Amnd in fine, when on one of the succeeding fridays,
the inhabitants, after the performance of their devotions, issued
from ‘the town, with every description of force, to attack them, they
‘were driven from all their posts in the utmost consternation; Ameir
Khaleil their general not once halting to take repose until he found
himself safe in Seiestaun. On his return from Mazanderaun, Saltan
Gheid reccived intelligence of this daring attempt on the part of the
‘Seiestanian, and hastened with all the expedition in his power to

* 18th of October 1460,
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defeat and chastise it; but on lus arrival, about.the close of the month : 1; ?2:1
of Ramzaun, he found that the danger had been already dispelled, and Kholauuet.ul.-
that his only task was to distribute to the inhabitants of Herlt, the akhbuur.
rewards and acknowledgements due to their exemplary courage and
fidelity. A division. of the army was, however, immediately dis-
patched into Seiestaun, where Ameir Khaleil was soon afterwards
besieged in the capital of the province; and, finding on experience
that he had engaged in a contest which he was little able to support,
he determined before it was too late to submit to the authority of the
Sdltan, for- which purpose he proceeded without further delay towe..
ards Herft. Sdltan Sheid was prevailed upon without great difficul-.
ty to overlaok the past, and to enrol him among the Ameirs of his:
court ; but the government of Seiestaun was transferred to Shah
Yaheya, a descendant from one of the native sovereigns of that pro-.
vince:
I the early part- of the eight hundred and sixty-fifth of the hidje-

" mah,* atter. wandering for a long time through the desert and - moun-.
tainous districts, Mirza Alla.ud-doulah, the son of Baysungur,, .
terminated, at last, his unfortunate career.on the banks of the Caspian,,
under thie roof of Melek Beistoun, a native chief descended from the
princes of Rastumdaur.. The remains of the departed prince were
conveyed to Herit, and deposited.in the mausoleum of the family,.
the college of Gouhershaud in that city.

Such was the posture of affairs in Khorassaun, when information.
was recelved from the provinces. beyond the Oxus, that Mirza Ma-
hommed Jouky the son of Abdulldtteif, and grandson of Olagh Begy.
supported by Ameir Nour Sieid, had displaved the standard of revolt.
in Transoxiana, which. he was over-rupning with pillage and desos

-Jation. I consequence of this, on the twenticth of the former Jumy
maudy, of the eight hundred and sixty: fifth of the hidjerah,} Sdltan.
Sheid quitted HerAt, and proceeded towards the Jeyhdn, which he.
crossed by a temporary bridge not long afterwards, Mirza. Mahoms,.
med Jouky and his followers, on the other_hand, as soon as they-
became apprized of the Stltan’s approach, withdrew immediately.
towards the Seyh@n ; where they threw themselyes into .the fortress;

* November and December A, D, 1400.'. 4 .20d of Magch 1461, .
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A.H. 885, of Sharokhiah, which is here described as protected on three sides by
A. D146+ +he stream of that river, and on the fourth by a deep and impassable
xh:{?;;:f,:..ul'(ditch. In that place they were a short time afterwards closely and
‘vigorously besieged by the Sdltan; but, just as that prince was about
to bring his exertions to a successful termination, intelligence from
Khorassaun was conveyed to him, that Abdlghauzy Stltan Hdsseyne
was again advancing to repossess himself of the province of Mazan- °
‘deraun ; and, as the circumstance was of a nature to produce consi-
derable alarm, the Ameirs Seyud Asseil Arghtin, and Seyud Maraud,
were dispatched immediately into Khorassaun, in order to protect
‘the frontiers of that province against sudden attack.
1t would appear that Abdlghauzy, finding himself in the course of
‘this year, in circumstances to renew his plans of conquest and inde-
‘pendence, quitted his retreat in Khaurezm, and proceeded once more
towards Asterabad. In the neighborhood of that place he was op-
posed by Mirza Sdltan Mahmid, left by his father in the govern-
. thent of the province; whom, after a very desperate cooflict, he to-
tally defeated and compelled to return into Khorassaun. Abdlghauzy
then, towards the middle of the month of Shabaun,* re-entered As-
‘terabad in triumph ; but, when he had passed a few days in the place
to enjoy the fruits of his victory, he dispatched Abdurraihman Ar-
:ghlin, one of his officers, to<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>